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Greetings all, 
 
 
I hope the rain and low clouds haven’t dampened your spirits too much.  I must say 
it’s really starting to drag me down, but those are my woes not yours!!   Unusually I 
was on air a few times this last month and managed a whole 4 QSO.  One Ukrainian 
station amongst them.   It must be hard to spend time on air whilst your country is at 
war.  I’m also puzzled as to how come they are allowed to be ?  During the last time 
Britian was directly at war (1939-45) radio communication was banned for obvious 
reasons.  Can someone tell me why this isn’t the case in Ukraine?  Anyway, I’m glad 
they can find the time to relax like this so I was very pleased indeed to work this 
station. 
 
 

A few days before I wrote this I met my brother and he gave me some magazines 
called Sub Brit, the news letter of the Subterranean Brittanica club -  a club as 
devoted to things beneath the soil as we are to wireless telegraphy.  One of the 
articles really struck a chord as it was about ‘Zero Stations’, or radio listening 
facilities, which I had never come across.   The club has very kindly given me 
permission to reprint the article here.   Their magazines are also on line here… 

https://www.subbrit.org.uk/magazine/ 

 

 

The article below was first published in Sub Brit, Issue 30, August 2012 and is 
published here with very kind permission of the author, the Editor and the club 

 BRASSPOUNDER 

October 2020, Issue 149 February 2026, Issue 212 

https://www.subbrit.org.uk/magazine/
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Another item I have found which I believe will interest members is the podcast from 

the BBC called The Brixmis Story.  This is about the spies we had out and about 

in East Germany during the cold war and is truly fascinating.   I remember attending 
a lecture at our radio club some years ago given by a man who actually was one of 
these operatives, and it really was a game of cat and mouse.  Had it not been so 
dangerous it would have been funny.   Have a trot through BBC sounds and see if 
you can get it…it’s worth it. 
 
 
 
 
 
And so the tables… 
 
The bug key operators seem to have enjoyed their activity so thank you to all who 
took part at either end of the circuit. 
 
Lots of new members -  welcome to all of you.  Do please email me via the club and 
let me know what you’re up to! 
 
 
New Members 

Name Call No. Name Call No. Name Call No. 

Rudy HS0ZRM #23143 Richard KD2ZIW #23237 Leonard WA6PKB #23246 
Mark G0GUZ #23176 Joseph KA5I #23238 Mark W8ZRB #23247 
Julian G4VHJ #23177 Michael KM7DMK #23239 Alan AI3A #23248 
Tom DL1TW #23178 William AC4WB #23240 Jonathan KT5EE #23249 
Mick G5MIX #23179 Terry W8TMB #23241 Dave WB9VTB #23250 
Bob VK6POP #23180 John KB0KSA #23242 Geoff K6ERA #23251 
Davy F4GBY #23181 William KJ5IVB #23243 Bill KE4SU #23252 
Rene K5JX #23235 George K6NZH #23244 Gregory WB2O #23253 
William KJ5DVQ #23236 Henrique PY3QN #23245       

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007nf6t
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Awards 

Name Callsign Member Awards 

Dave G0DJA #1372 Millionaire 3 Million Endorsement 

John G4DRS #17668 

Basic Century 
Silver Century 
Gold Century 
Millionaire, Millionaire 2‒9 Million Endorsements 
Prefix 

Rene K5JX #23235 

Basic Century 
Silver Century 
Gold Century 
Millionaire, Millionaire 2‒9 Million Endorsements 
Prefix, Prefix 50, 100 & 150 Endorsements 

 

 

Bug Key 24 Hour Sprint January 2026: Comments 

 

Entrant Comments 

Simon G0FOZ 

Could not resist this one as I use, almost exclusively, a bug these days. Operating on a 

Begali Intrepid alternating with a HiMound BK100. Nice to hear so many bugs on air. I 

joined the EU Bug net in the evening but only logged this as one QSO (despite 10 

stations being on the net) as only "QSO'd" with the NCS. 

73 Simon G0FOZ 

Ciemon G4BFG 

A fun start to the year and I tried a bit of everything, some fast, some slow, some dx, 

some POTA, some QTX1, and made some new friends. Great stuff, CW on! 

 

Thanks. 

 

73, Ciemon 

Alan MW0BGL 

Please find attached my entry for yesterday's Bug Key Sprint.  

 

73,  

Alan 

Mw0bgl 

16507 

 
1 QTX is used by CWops to describe rag chews. 

 

Bug Key 24 Hour Sprint January 2026: Results 

 

Callsign Position Points 

G4BFG 1 16 

MW0BGL 2 15 

G0FOZ 3 11 

G3XVL 4 4 
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Mechanical Medley January 2026: Results 

 

Callsign Position Points 

G4BFG 1 16 

MW0BGL 2 15 

G0FOZ 3 11 

G3XVL 4 4 

 

 

Ladder January 2026: Comments 

Entrant Comments 

Jean F6JOE 

HNY to all ! 73 Jean 

 

F6JOE - FISTS 16177 

Dave G0DJA Difficult trying to battle against the WWA contest and Winter field day contest 

Simon G0FOZ 

Conditions not the best this month. The first Sunday I logged, mainly, stations 

someway from UK/near-EU including Azores on 40M (new for me). The second 

Sunday conditions were pretty terrible but improved a little as the evening progressed. 

Good fun as always. 

73 Simon G0FOZ 

John G0UBE Only able to operate on the first weekend. Thanks to all the members that worked me. 

Danny G3EEC 

First time giving the Ladder a proper go and this year I am determined to make a proper 

err... FIST of it. 

 

Really enjoyed the January sessions and I hope to continue to make progress 

Peter G3JRH 
Happy New Year to all Fist's members, 

Peter G3JRHth and may propagation be always favourable. 

Chris G3XVL My January log. Good fun as always. 

Richard G4TPJ FT840 

Steve M0SHM Great to start the year on the afternoon spot. Thanks for the QSOs. 

Pete M5ABN Log for January. Limited activity so poor tally. Vy 73 Pete 

Alan MW0BGL 

Please find attached my ladder log submission for the January sessions.  

 

An enjoyable start to the new year even though conditions were challenging at times.  

 

Thanks again to all Fists members that I worked during January.  

 

73,  

Alan 

Mw0bgl 

16507 

Erkki OH7QR Hello David, please find attached my ladder log. 73 Erkki OH7QR 

Norbert ON4ANE 
Hello David, Session 2 on 25/01/2026 all communications to the west blocked. just one 

qso with M5ABN. 73 de Norbert ON4ANE 
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Ladder January 2026: Results 

Callsign Posn Jan 

G3XVL  1 61 

G0FOZ  2 49 

G3EEC  3 47 

ON4ANE  4 43 

MW0BGL  5 40 

M5ABN  6 39 

2E0YEM  7 38 

M0SHM  8 36 

G4TJE  9 31 

G4TPJ  10 24 

G0DJA  11 19 

G4KKU  12 18 

F6JOE  13 15 

OH7QR  14 14 

G3JRH  15 12 

G0UBE  =16 9 

G3PCL  =16 9 

MM0UMH  =16 9 

 

 

Ladder 2025: Correction 

G3ZOD writes: My apologies to Martyn M0HGG for missing his December 2025 log.  Below are Martyn’s 

comments and the revised results table.  

Ladder December 2025: Comments 

Please find attached adi. file with my entry for the FISTS Ladder for December. 

 

Many thanks to all who participated. Very much appreciated. All QSOs QRP using my FT710 and an indoor 

hybrid loop antenna which continues to amaze me !  

 

72 and HNY 

 

Martyn  

M0HGG 
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Ladder 2025: Corrected Final Results 

 

Callsign Posn Prev Move Total Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

M5ABN  1 1 - 806 78 63 72 78 67 86 60 58 71 75 68 30 

MW0BGL  2 2 - 628 54 65 72 51 63 55 33 53 52 49 49 32 

ON4ANE  3 3 - 607 52 63 54 57 54 49 49 47 53 45 42 42 

G3XVL  4 4 - 525 69 83 63 52 69 65 12       61 51 

G0FOZ  5 5 - 491 6 39 59 45 49 71 57 34 37 20 28 46 

M0SHM  6 6 - 393 33 45 36 33 36 27 21 30 36 34 38 24 

OH7QR  7 8 ⇧ 304 23 39 18 28 24 13 31 25 28 33 36 6 

M0PBZ  8 7 ⇩ 302 49 57 60 33 51 52             

G4YTJ  9 9 - 289 33 18 46 42 18 36 21 48   6   21 

G3ZRJ  10 10 - 264 35 69 64       32 64         

F6JOE  11 11 - 239 27 12 33 21 18 16   30 28 33   21 

MM0UMH  12 12 - 226 38 62   29 22 22   6 15 9 14 9 

M7TSM  13 13 - 204 22 21 27 33 33 21 21 26         

G4TJE  14 14 - 198 16 26 33 8 8 8   7 23 25 29 15 

2E0DPH  15 15 - 173 42 63 32             24   12 

G0DFC  16 16 - 129 42 30 18               24 15 

G4TPJ  17 18 ⇧ 123 33 9 24             18 15 24 

G4DNP  18 17 ⇩ 112 19 12 10 6 12     13 22 15 3   

2E0YEM  19 21 ⇧ 111                 29 42 20 20 

PA0SIM  20 =19 ⇩ 108 30 27 24   15             12 

G4KKU  21 =19 ⇩ 105 6   6 18   6 6 12 6 21 15 9 

M9RTG  22 22 - 88                   42 46   

G0UBE  23 24 ⇧ 61     22         14   15   10 

G4YTK  24 23 ⇩ 54 9 21 3 6 6         9     

DL6NAN  25 25 - 37           37             

G3PCL  26 26 - 36       3 6   3 6 6 6 6   

G0JHK  =27 =27 - 34 34                       

G0TRT  =27 =27 - 34                 34       

OH2BN  29 29 - 33         12 6   6 6   3   

SQ9S  30 30 - 28 28                       

M0MCL  31 31 - 24 24                       

DL3GJ  32 32 - 20   1     16           3   

M0KBJ  33 33 - 19   19                     

G0BON  34 34 - 15                 15       

F5IJO  35 35 - 12   3 3             3 3   

M0YRU  36 36 - 8   1             2   5   

M0DRK  =37 37 - 6                     6   

M0HGG =37 =38 ⇧ 6                 2   1 3 

EI2KA  =38 =38 - 3   3                     

HA2ZB  =38 =38 - 3                   3     

M7YRU  41 41 - 1   1                     
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Upcoming Events 

 

February 2026 

First day Last day Event Times 

Sun 08 Feb   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

Sun 15 Feb   FISTS Mechanical Key 24 Hour Sprint  0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 22 Feb   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

 

March 2026 

First day Last day Event Times 

Sun 08 Mar   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

Sun 15 Mar   FISTS Straight Key 24 Hour Sprint  0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 22 Mar   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

 

April 2026 

First day Last day Event Times 

Wed 01 Apr   
ICWC Top 9 

Quarter 2 season starts  

24 hours each day UTC 

Sun 12 Apr   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

Wed 15 Apr   FISTS Bug Key 24 Hour Sprint  0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 26 Apr   FISTS Ladder  1400-1559 UTC, 1800-1959 UTC 

 
 

I think that’s about it for this time.    Keep your coils dry and the brass nicely 
polished!!   See you next time. 
 
73 
 
David. G4YVM 

https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsmks2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssks2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026
https://internationalcwcouncil.org/top9-activity/
https://internationalcwcouncil.org/top9-activity/
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsbks2026
https://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder2026

