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WINTER 2011 
Issue 18, Series 2 

The Magazine of the FISTS CW Club, the 
 International Morse Preservation Society 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

FISTS 25th Anniversary Year 
Activities and Awards 

 
Becoming a Radio Officer by 

John GM4GZQ 
 

Recording Titanic messages by 
Rich G4FAD 

 
Apprentice Technician at Bearley 

Radio Station by Colin M5FRA 
 

... and more besides! 

Club Goals 
 
 Further the use of CW 
 Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
 Engender friendships among members 

“Accuracy transcends speed, 
courtesy at all times.” 

 
“When you’ve worked a FISTS, 

you’ve worked a friend.” 

Website:  www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

Ship’s radio room clock - see page 21 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk


CableTidy for Vibroplex keys 
This is a series of 4 PC Boards and 
cables to greatly simplify and tidy 
up the cable connections of the 
shown VIBROPLEX keys. 
 
The cables are 1 metre long and are 
terminated in a standard metal 6.4 
mm stereo plug as found on most 
rigs.  A 3.5 mm stereo plug cable 
can be supplied if REQUESTED. 
 
The boards are double sided plated 
through and Silver plated.  
Red in colour to match the Vibroplex red paddle keys however there is now a BLACK 
version for the VIBROPLEX ORIGINAL BUG models. 
The Rig cable is screened and flexible. 
 
The keys are shown for demonstration ONLY and are NOT included in the price. 
You are purchasing the PC Board of choice and its Key to Rig cable. 
All models inclusive of post costs are £20.00 or at a discount price of £18.00 for FISTS 
members (please quote your callsign when ordering). 
 

Isoterm Interfaces 

 

This is a range of radio-computer interfaces, available with a 5% discount for FISTS 
members.  For further information and pricing, visit www.g3liv.co.uk 

Mr J Melvin 
2 Salters Court, Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5BH 

Web: www.g3liv.co.uk 
Email: johnny.g3liv@gmail.com 
Tel: 0191 2843028 

ALL products can be viewed at  www.g3liv.co.uk   For reviews, see 
www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689 and www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456 

PSK31 Isoterm Multicon 
USB 

Isoterm Multimode 
interface 

DATA Isoterm 
Traveller 

PSK31 Isoterm Dual 
Deluxe 

http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
mailto:johnny.g3liv@gmail.com
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-6.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-5.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-8.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-4.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-7.htm
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Key Note is the magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
Except where stated, please send any letters to: 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Contacting us by email / telephone: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
 
For help with subscriptions and membership applications, please contact: 
Membership Secretary Email: members@fists.co.uk 
 
To arrange or volunteer for Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
 
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
 
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973  
To order items or to ask questions about club sales, please contact: 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
 
For questions about awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
4658 Capitan Drive, Fremont, CA, 94536-5448, USA 
 
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
For help, suggestions and comments on the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: webmaster@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net FISTS North America: www.fists.org 
 
Annual renewals for existing members are due by 1st April: 
£6 (Internet), £8 (post to UK)  £10 (post to Eu) and £13 (post to DX) 
Re-joiners and New Members only, please see the following table: 

Month of joining 
or re-joining 

Key Note 
via Internet 

Key Note by Post 

Dec, Jan, Feb or Mar £7.25  £9.50 UK (£12.00 Europe, £15.75 DX) 

Apr or May £6.00  £8.00 UK (£10.00 Europe, £13.00 DX) 

Jun, Jul or Aug £4.50  £6.00 UK (£7.50 Europe, £9.75 DX) 

Sep, Oct or Nov £3.00  £4.00 UK (£5.00 Europe, £6.50 DX) 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org
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QSL Bureau www.fists.co.uk/buro 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  buro@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Please write FISTS and the member number of the 
station you contacted at the top left of the QSL card. 
The bureau can also accept cards to be sent to mem-
bers of RSGB, RSARS, RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP.  
Please write the organisation name at the top left. 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members:  These are handled by the QSL Bureau 
Sub-managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  M6PHL 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

Incoming QSL cards for Eu & DX members:  Please send postage and not enve-
lopes—contact Rob M0BPT (details at top of page) for more information. 
 
Please donate used stamps 
Chuck M0AVW collects used stamps for charities.  When you’ve received your 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 

Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 

If you would like an acknowledgement by email, please include a slip with your 
email address on (BLOCK CAPITALS, please).   
Many thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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Editorial Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Welcome to the Winter 2011 Edition of Key Note. 
 
One of the entertaining aspects of looking after the European FISTS web-
site is the unusual requests that arrive in the webmaster’s email box 
from time-to-time.  A number of these have been great opportunities for 
“outreach” for FISTS and CW. 
 
A trivial one was a chap playing a geo-caching game who wanted some 
Morse code recordings translating.  (I don’t know whether asking us was 
cheating or showing initiative!) 
 
A significant one was William Horwood, the author and novelist, who 
asked for some guidance on Morse code and Rob G4LMW obliged 
(covered in the Autumn 2011 Key Note). 
 
More recently, Merseyside Maritime Museum (Liverpool, UK) asked for 
help with a Titanic exhibit they are setting up for next year, which is the 
100th anniversary of its sinking.  This was followed by a similar request 
from Titanic Belfast.  Both of these are covered in an article in this edi-
tion by Rich, G4FAD. 
 
We were also asked to provide material for a Cub pack who will be learn-
ing a little about Morse code during an event for their Communicator 
Badge.  We produced a four page leaflet focused on fun and some facts.  
While I’d hardly expect them to walk away and get their foundation li-
censes and start bashing brass (although you never know), hopefully this 
will help leave a lasting impression and plant the seeds for a future inter-
est in Morse and radio.  Also at the younger end, a teacher from the USA 
asked if we could include a link that one of her pupils suggested on our 
website (they were learning about dealing with emergencies and the use 
of radio). 
 
As it’s nearly 2012, I wonder what will turn up in the email box next year?  
Speaking of 2012, please join in the new activities and awards we have, 
reflecting our 25th anniversary and the 100th anniversary of the sinking 
of the Titanic. 
 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn1011a5.pdf
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Event Calendar Available online at fists.co.uk/events 

Members worldwide are welcome to join in FISTS activities, regardless of 
which FISTS chapter runs them.  Details of the FOC Straight Key weekend 
are available on page 26 of the Autumn 2011 Key Note. 
There is a brief version of the calendar at the top right of the website 
home page fists.co.uk and a full one at fists.co.uk/events. 

First day Last day Event Times 

Wed 21 Dec  FOC Straight Key evening 1900-2200 UTC 

Sun 25 Dec  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 31 Dec Sun 01 Jan FOC Straight Key Weekend 0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 01 Jan  FISTS Prefix Awards start 0001 UTC 

Sat 07 Jan  EUCW ON5ME 160m party 2000-2300 UTC 

Sun 08 Jan  EUCW ON5ME 160m party 0400-0700 UTC 

Sun 08 Jan  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 22 Jan  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 11 Feb  FISTS NA Winter Sprint 1700-2100 UTC 

Sun 12 Feb  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 26 Feb  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 04 Mar Sat 10 Mar FISTS Eu Exchange Your Age Week 0001-2359 UTC 

Sun 11 Mar  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 25 Mar   FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Finally, a special thank you to everyone who’s contributed towards FISTS 
and Key Note over the past year. 
 
Have a very happy Christmas and a prosperous, CW-filled New Year! 

http://fists.co.uk/events
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn1011a5.pdf
http://fists.co.uk/
http://fists.co.uk/events
http://fists.co.uk/news.html#news336
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/news.html#news296
http://fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#prefixaward
http://www.agcw.org/eucw/eu160.html
http://www.agcw.org/eucw/eu160.html
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.org/sprints.html
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistseyaw
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
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Membership Report Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Apologies: I’m including some of the same infor-
mation as last quarter (e.g. Family Subscriptions).  
The reason is that the Winter edition of Key Note 
is sent out to new members in their Welcome 
Packs.  I promise to be briefer in Spring! 
 
 
Congratulations to the following FISTS Award 
winners: 
Ann KE6OIO #3364 Millionaire 4 Million Sticker 
Philip K9PL #6753 Worked All States 
Cecil K5YQF #8077 Rag Chewers 
Derek M0DRK #8344 Platinum Award 
Gene W5GXV #11347 Millionaire Award 17 Million Sticker 
Billy M0JHA #12589 Basic Century Award and 1 X QRP Award 
Gary W4IHI #13344 Millionaire 4 Million Sticker 
Richard AC0MP #15301 Basic Century and Millionaire 
 
FISTS Awards are included in your membership.  Details of the awards 
and how to apply for them are sent out to new members and are also 
available on the website: www.fists.co.uk/awards. 

Subscriptions 
Thanks to John M0EEP, #12513 for pointing out that the details of sub-
scriptions have not been in all Key Notes; I’ve now added brief details to 
page 3. 
 
Annual subscriptions are due by 1st April 2012 but you can pay at any 
time before that.  If you’re wondering when yours is next due (e.g. if you 
have paid more than a year in advance), your next renewal date is on the 

Graham G3ZOD 

Silent Keys 
I’m very sorry to report that the following members are Silent Keys: 

455 G4OHX Sam 
1135 G0TBB Bob 
1199 G3HBN Jimmy 
10823 G7LVD Frank 

http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
http://www.fists.co.uk/awards


Page 8 

Key Note envelope’s address label.  You can also contact me (details on 
page 3) and I will let you know. 
 
You’re welcome to pay for more than one year if you wish; the way Pay-
Pal works (at least the free version we use) on websites makes it difficult 
to offer more than one year on our website; however, if you’d like to do 
this, please send me an email with the type of subscription and how 
many years and I’ll reply with details. 
 

Family Memberships 
FISTS members can enrol members of their family who are living at the 
same address.  Each family member will be allocated their own FISTS 
member number.  There is no additional cost for this.  For members with 
postal subscriptions, we send one copy of Key Note to the address.  If 
family members are nominated when a member first joins, we will in-
clude additional membership certificates in their membership pack. 
 
Affiliated Clubs 
Clubs can also be affiliated with FISTS and allocated a FISTS member 

New Members 
Welcome to the following new members: 

*1 Ossett Amateur Radio Operators club 
*2 Note the new number sequence 

15578 G0BCU David 
15579 G0HGH Jim 
15580 M0TGN Dan 
15581 GM8GIQ Chuck 
15582 M6PXY Andy 
15583 M0PBZ Phil 
15584 M0SFT Dave 
15585 LA4XX Hal 
15586 M0HTB Henryk 
15587 OH3GGQ Sauli 
15588 M0DDR Steve 
15589 G0LJT John 

15590 M0HKS Mike 
15591 DK8RE Hans 
15592 G4CXQ Dave 
15593 M0JRB Robert 
15593 G8BUN Robert 
15594 M0ORO Ossett ARO*1 
15595 G3YZZ Keith 
15596 DK3UZ Eddi 
15597 G2DXU Alan 
15598 MW6XRO Alan 
15599 G0MDR Fred 
15801 M6JPF Jerry*2 

http://www.qrz.com/db/M0ORO
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Spring Key Note 
 
The deadline for the Spring Key Note will be the 15th of February.  Please 
take some time and send in your articles, photographs and letters.  They 
can be emailed to keynote@fists.co.uk or sent by post to: 
 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 

number.  There is no cost involved; the only requirement is that at least 
one member of the club is a paid-up member of FISTS.  Having affiliated 
club callsigns on the air makes it more fun for the participants in FISTS 
activities and awards as well as showing allegiance to FISTS. 
 
Changes of address, email or callsign 
Please let me know of any changes to your email, postal address or call-
sign (contact details on page 3). 
 
Where’s my Key Note?!?! 
If you have problems receiving either the paper or “digital” Key Note, 
please let me know so I can investigate (contact details on page 3). 
 
Digital / Internet (aka “email”) Key Notes 
Like many other clubs, some years ago we had to give up trying to send 
out Key Note as an email attachment*3 and instead send out an email no-
tification via a Yahoo group mailing list; the email includes a hyperlink to 
the new Key Note.  So, if you subscribe to the “digital” Key Note, please 
watch out for the email telling you when there is a new one, which is 
every 3-4 months.  A notification is also provided on the website News, 
RSS feed, Facebook and Twitter web pages.  Additionally, at any time you 
can use the website’s Key Note Archive fists.co.uk/mkn to download the 
current and previous Key Notes. 
 
*3 One of the reasons is that trying to send it directly would result in Inter-
net service providers banning us as a source of “spam” due to the number 
and size of our emails.  Another is that some email services impose size 
limits that exclude Key Note (which is typically around 4 megabytes). 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
http://fists.co.uk/news.html
http://www.fists.co.uk/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/FistsCwClub
http://twitter.com/FISTS_CW_Club
http://fists.co.uk/mkn
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FISTS Activities Calendar 2012 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
  
I have decided to make some changes to the society’s activities for 2012. 
 
Firstly, you'll notice the deletion of the EUCW-FISTS QRS Activity.  I've 
decided to remove this for 2012 owing to general apathy towards the 
event and dwindling numbers of entrants.  For those who enjoy the 
event, fear not, I shall make it a Bi-ennial event; and look at participation 
next year. 
I have ended the Four Seasons Activity (FSA) as you will see.  It has been 
an interesting exercise, and something I may repeat in the future.  Certifi-
cates will be mailed to the participants at the beginning of 2012.  Thanks 
to all for your support. 
 
Secondly, you'll see three new additions to the calendar. 
As you'll be aware, 2012 heralds the 25 years that have passed since the 
society came into being.  For this important year in the society’s history, I 
hope many of you will be able to be active during the Silver Jubilee event 
that is planned. 
I shall open the event to, and offer an award to the highest placed non-
member to encourage all to join us on this special occasion. 
 
You will also notice a special 24 hour event commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of the loss of the RMS Titanic.  At the moment I'm awaiting 
confirmation from third parties worldwide that will be recognising this 
event. 
I will keep you up to date with who will be participating.  Keep looking at 
the Fists NG and Key Note for updates.  This will be operational on the 
15th of April 2012. 
 
You will also notice that I've abolished the rule that outlawed the use of 
pre-programmed CQ Loops.  This has been done in response to feedback 
from participants.  NOTE: this does not apply to SKW, and will be only 
allowed for general CQ’s! 
 
And finally, take a look at the other new activity for 2012; the counties 
week, where all can focus on chatting with amateurs from all parts of the 
British Isles and Eire. 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
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PLEASE NOTE: 
ANY EVENT OVERLAP WITH THE LADDER ACTIVITY MAY COUNT FOR 
BOTH AS LONG AS ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED IS SUBMITTED. 
 
I do hope that you'll find time to come on air and support the events that 
have been planned for 2012. 
73. M0BPT 
 
Ladder Activity 2012 

DATES 
January 2012 to December 2012. To be run on the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day of every month. 

TIMES 
TWO, TWO HOUR SESSIONS OPERATING BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 
1400-1600 AND 1800-2000. ALL TIMES UTC! NOTE: You can only 
submit ANY TWO of your two-hour sessions out of a possible four! 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORING 

5 points FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points Fists affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist member. 

 1 point for a non-member. 

A station can only count once on each Sunday. 

LOGS 
DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/POINTS 
SCORED. 

DATES 
Jan 8th/22nd - Feb 12th /26th - March 11th/25th - April 8th/22nd - 
May 13th/27th - June 10th/24th- July 8th/22nd - Aug 12th/26th - 
Sept 9th/23rd - Oct 14th/28th- Nov 11th/25th - Dec 9th/23rd 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency. PLEASE NOTE, These 
activities are meant to be fun and friendly as well as competitive. 
Any contact not showing the required return information will be 
excluded from the total scores. 

SEND TO 

All entries can be received by post or E-mail to; R.D.Walker, FISTS-
PO Box 6743, Tipton DY4 4AU. Logs are to be received by the 5th of 
the next month in Excel, CSV, tabbed word formats or hard copy. E-
mail: m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk 
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Exchange Your Age Week 2012 

 
Titanic 24 Hour Sprint 2012 

 Titanic 24 Hour Sprint 2012 continued on next page 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 4th March to 2359 UTC Saturday 10th March 
2012. UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

Here's a fun event where our senior members are going to be in 
demand! Simple rules; usual exchange between members/non-
members. BUT Exchange your age with your QSO partner(s) and at 
the end of the event; total the ages exchanged and add them to 
your final points score! 

SCORING 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. (AGE) 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency. All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 24th March 2012. Any type of key or keyer may be 
used. A station can only be worked once per day during the event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 

DATE 00.01 - 23.59 UTC Sunday 15th April 2012. 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 
Recognising the 100th anniversary of the loss of the RMS Titanic on 
the 15th April 1912. This event is a standard exchange between 
stations. 
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Counties Week 2012 

Counties Week 2012 continued on next page 

SCORING 

10 points for any Titanic special event station. 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. 

GENERAL 

Titanic special event stations from around the world will be active 
on this day. I shall keep you aware of all calls when information is 
updated 

VO1MGY: Admiralty House Communications Museum, Mount 
Pearl, NL. Canada. 

SEND TO 

All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please.  To be 
received no later than the 30th April 2012. 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 10th June to 2359 UTC Saturday 16th June 2012. 
UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

This simple fun event gives members the chance to chase counties 
in the United kingdom, Northern Ireland and Eire. 

Usual exchange between members, non-members. 

Exchange the county of operation with your QSO partner for a 
bonus point. 

SCORING 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. (County) 
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Silver Jubilee Week 2012 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency.  All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 30th June 2012.  Any type of key or keyer may be 
used.  A station can only be worked once per day during the event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 2nd September to 2359 UTC Saturday 8th Sep-
tember 2012. UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

A simple event recognising the passing of 25 years since the 
founding of the society. 

A "Founders award" will be issued to the highest scoring 
participant! 

If 50 members (or more) are worked during the activity, I will 
award certificates of merit endorsing the achievement. 

This event is open to entries from non-members. 

For the first time I shall offer an award for the log of the highest 
non-member entrant. 

SCORING 

10 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency.  All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 29th September 2012.  Any type of key or keyer may 
be used. A station can only be worked once per day during the 
event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU.  Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 
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Straight Key Week 2012 (SKW) 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 2nd December to 2359 Saturday 8th December 
2012 UTC. 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORE 

5 points FISTS HQ stations 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS affiliated Club Station, 

 2 points for a Fist Member 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

EXCHANGE 

RST/NAME/QTH/FIST No or NM/DAY No. Sunday is Day 1 Monday 
is Day 2 and so on To Saturday as Day 7.  All entrants must have 
used a straight Key for all their QSO's but a worked station does not 
have to use a straight key. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/
DAY No/POINTS. All entries to be received by the 31st December 
2012. 

GENERAL 

A station can only be worked once per day!  PLEASE vacate or pass 
on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO's or QSY off 
the calling frequency.  PLEASE NOTE, these contests are meant to 
be fun and friendly as well as competitive.  Any contact not show-
ing the required return information will be excluded from the total 
scores. 

AMEND-
MENTS 

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES!  As from 2010 a manual sideswiper 
may be used as long as no electronic means of keying are used.  
This amendment has been allowed for those who find straight key-
ing for a long period of time causing discomfort and aggravating 
any medical condition. 

AWARDS Certificates to the three highest placed entrants. 

SEND LOGS 
TO 

All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU.  Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 
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FISTS 25th Anniversary Prefix Awards 2012 Nancy WZ8C, #379 
 
To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of FISTS CW Club, The International Morse 
Preservation Society announces that three versions of a new operating achieve-
ment award will be available starting 0001Z January 1, 2012. 
 
Two of the awards are open to 
everyone, and everyone can be 
used toward the total score (not 
just FISTS members), so we’re 
hoping to get as many people 
actively pursuing this as possible.  
There are three versions of this 
award - two, as I said, are open 
to all.  The third involves a 
plaque for reaching a special 
achievement level and is only 
available to FISTS members. 
 
 
Here are the rules.  It might 
sound complicated, but it's actu-
ally a basic prefix award. Many 
people have been asking for a 
prefix award, so we incorporated 
it into the Anniversary Award. 
 
 
There may be a revision here and there as the Chapters decide what endorse-
ments, if any, they want to add to the Anniversary Award, but this will give you 
the general idea — at least enough to get started in January. 
 
 
Version One is a basic open-ended award for working 25 unique prefixes in 
each of the ten call number zones (zero-nine).  Each prefix is one point, regard-
less of country.  The contact must be a valid two-way CW QSO between two 
licensed amateur radio operators.  No relays or repeater contacts allowed. Any 
type of Morse code device may be used. 
 
For the purpose of the Prefix Award, the call zone will be the number in the le-
gally assigned callsign, regardless of location.  Mobile/portable contacts are per-
mitted, but the call zone is the one in the callsign, not any modifier used 
because of location. 

Nancy WZ8C, #379 at Dayton 2011 with 
Colin GM0IFM, #728 and Martin GM0UKI  
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For example: 
K6DF operating from the UK with the callsign MM/K6DF will be entered as a “K” 
prefix in the “6” call zone. 
M/DL4ABC would be a “DL” prefix in the “4” call zone. 
V31AN would be prefix “V3” in the 1 call zone 
 
If you work AB1CD, and count the AB prefix in the 1 call zone, then work them 
again after they get the vanity call A1CD, you may count them again as an A 
prefix in the 1 call zone.  For this award, the prefix is what counts, not the op-
erator or location. 
 
There is no time limit to earn this basic award and successful applicants will re-
ceive a 250 Prefix Award certificate. 
 
Version Two follows the same rules as Version One, with the exception of the 
completion date. It must be completed by 2359Z December 31, 2012. 
 
Successful applicants of this award will earn an FISTS 25th Anniversary Prefix 
Award certificate. 
 
For Versions One and Two, contacts may be made with active, lapsed and non-
FISTS.  At least one of the contacts in each of the callsign districts 
must be a FISTS member. 
 
Version Three 
A plaque will be awarded for those who complete the award as described in 
Version Two, with the exception of the prefix contacts being only with hams 
with FISTS numbers.  The prefix can be from a FISTS anywhere in the world and 
working FISTS outside your country is encouraged.  The FISTS number should be 
exchanged on the air. 
 
The Chapters may have Chapter plaques in addition to the Version 3 plaque, at 
the discretion of the Chapter.  This, and any DX Chapter endorsements to the 
Anniversary Prefix Award will be announced later in the year.  To give all Chap-
ters an equal playing field for a plaque, the Chapter plaques may only be earned 
by someone belonging to that Chapter. 
 
 Logs must include the complete callsign, time and date of the QSO, QTH, and 

first name of the operator worked. 
 If applying for Version Three (the plaque), the FISTS number of the operator 

worked must also be included. 
 It is possible to earn all three versions of the award. 
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 The certificates and plaques will not be numbered. 
 FISTS reserves the option to issue endorsement stickers to Version One to 

acknowledge future accomplishments. 
 Dupe sheets/worksheets and entry forms will be available on the website 
 Entry materials must be submitted by January 30, 2013 for Version Two and 

Three. There is no ending date for Version One (The 250 Prefix Award). 
 
Ed:  Here are some more examples of determining the prefix and call zone num-
ber for UK and special event callsigns: 

M3QFE will be M in the 3 call zone 
2E0QNH will be 2E in the 0 call zone 
GB1234QNH will be GB123 in the 4 call zone 

The technique is take everything up to and including the set of digits that occur 
after the first letter or letters in the callsign, e.g. from the above callsigns, that 
gives you M3, 2E0 and GB1234.  The call zone is the last digit (3, 0 and 4) and 
the prefix is everything to the left of it (M, 2E and GB123). 
 
You can use paper log sheets or a spreadsheet to track your progress towards 
the new Prefix Awards.  However, the latest version of the FISTS Log Converter 
program for Windows makes it very easy to track your progress towards these 
and other FISTS awards and is available free from fists.co.uk/flc. 

Snapshot showing the 
progress towards the 

Prefix Awards 

Snapshot showing the 
prefixes worked to-

wards the Version One 
Award 

http://fists.co.uk/flc
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Slow Speed Morse (QRS) Contacts  
 
You can use the Slow Speed Morse (QRS) Contacts scheme fists.co.uk/qrs 
to arrange QSOs at a speed of your choice with volunteers from the list. 
 
Requesting a Contact 
If you’d like to arrange a QRS contact: 
 You can contact the member directly by email or telephone. 
 If you want to contact a member whose telephone number is listed 

as “On request”, please send an email to John M0CDL 
qrs@fists.co.uk and he will reply with the telephone number. 

 If you don’t have email and want to contact a member with their 
telephone number listed as “On request”, please send the callsign 
of the member and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to John: 
Mr. J. S. Griffin M0CDL, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford DY6 7QE. 

 
List of Volunteers 

 
 

Location Station Phone / Email Bands / Availability 

Neratovice 
Czech Republic 

Petr 
OK2CQR 

0042 0774 747 482 
petr@ok2cqr.com 

160m-10m Evenings & weekends 

Tuusniemi 
Finland 

Erkki 
OH7QR 

+3585 0514 9271 
oh7qr@sral.fi 

80m-10m, prefer 30m-10m.  Most 
times but not after 19 UTC, conditions 
are best during the daytime. E-mail or 
SMS to mobile phone is OK. 

Chard 
Somerset 

Pol 
G3HAL 

Phone: On request 
ronald@g3hal. 
eclipse.co.uk 

40m, 80m & perhaps 2m.  Afternoons 
& after 21:00. 

Coventry 
West Midlands 

Matt 
M0ZAI 

07917 466999 
mcjgrice@gmail.com 

40m-15m & 2m.  Weekday evening 
apart from Mondays after 20:00 & 
most weekends. 

Derby 
Derbyshire 

Kev 
G4CMZ 

1956kevin@ 
gmail.com 

80m, 6m & 2m. QRP only.  Weekends, 
shift worker so various in the week. 

Ely 
Cambs. 

Phil 
M6PHL 

phil09@tiscali.co.uk 160m-70cm Evenings & Weekends. 

Flixton 
Manchester 

Billy 
M0JHA 

07816 991289 
m0jha@mail.com 

40m Up to 15wpm; Flixton & sur-
rounding area. 

http://fists.co.uk/qrs
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
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Please Volunteer! 
We’re looking for as many volunteers as possible.  High speed is not a 
requirement; if you can receive and send with good spacing at 10wpm, 
that’s far more valuable than being able to send at 20wpm but with let-
ters and words that run together. 
 
If you're not willing to have your telephone number published on the 
website and in Key Note, please consider giving us a telephone number 
anyway so that we can pass it on to individual members if they request 
it.  This will help us to provide a service for members who are not Inter-
net users. 
 
Please send John M0CDL the following details by email to 

Location Station Phone / Email Bands / Availability 

Huntingdon 
Cambs. 

Peter 
G4LHI 

Phone: On request 
peterg4lhi@ 
ntlworld.com 

Prefer 80m & 2m.  Any time, subject 
to other commitments.  Prefer to QRS 
to maximum 12 wpm for practice. 

Kingswinford 
West Midlands 

John 
M0CDL 

john@fists.co.uk 160m-70cm.  Most times but not af-
ter 22:00 local weekdays, 22:30 week-
ends. C.W Speed up to 12 wpm. 

London (South) Colin 
M0XED 

0203 489 9436 
butcher_colin@ 
yahoo.co.uk 

40m-10m & 2m Mon, Wed from 
19:00 UTC on 80m, 40m, 20m.  Sat, 
Sun from 19:00 UTC 40m – 10m, 2m.  
Please contact to arrange sked. 

Nantwich 
Cheshire 

John 
M0JCD 

Phone: On request 
M0JCD@talktalk.net 

160m-10m & 2m.  Most afternoons 
and evenings. Up to 20wpm. 

New Forest 
Hants. 

Fred 
M0ICW 

Phone: On request 
m0icw@hotmail.co.uk 

80m, 40m, 20m, 2m.  24/7 (by prior 
arrangement). QRS only (up to 10 
wpm). 

Romsey 
Hants. 

John 
M0XIG 

07780 992564 
john.m0xig@ 
telegraph.eclipse. 
co.uk 

40m, 20m, 15m, 10m.  Generally day 
evening & weekend.  Prefer around 
15wpm. 

Stafford 
Staffs. 

Stan 
G0BYA 

07954 130 390 
stan.raf@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

Stan also provides Tuesday GB2CW 
sessions on 2m & 80m. 

Stockport 
Greater 
Manchester 

Graham 
G3ZOD 

webmaster@ 
fists.co.uk 

80m-70cm 
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Front cover photograph: Ship’s radio room clock 
 
The photograph on the front cover is of a ship’s radio room clock owned 
by John, GM4GZQ #9800.  The red segments show the emergency silence 
periods for 500 Kc/s and the green for 2182 Kc/s.  John writes: 
 
The clock is a genuine radio room clock but was never installed in a radio 
room.  It is a quartz one and was purchased new as an anniversary gift to 
me from my wife.  It was bought from Sewills of Liverpool, sadly no 
longer in business, who supplied clocks, sextants, chronometers and 
other navigational equipment to both the Royal Navy and Merchant 
Navy. 
 
I have seen the same clock on the bridges of Caledonian MacBrayne fer-
ries and other ships still sailing today. 
 
Facsimile radio room clocks are available on e-Bay but the hand dimen-
sions are wrong so they don't look quite right.  Genuine original 8-day 
clocks do show up from time to time but good examples are now collec-
tors’ items and hideously expensive. 

qrs@fists.co.uk or by post to: 
 
John Griffin, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 7QE. 
 
1. Your first name. 
2. Callsign. 
3. Town/City.  
4. Email address.  
5. Telephone number (optional but see next line!). 
6. If you are providing a telephone number, whether we can publish it 

for all members or if we can give it to individual members who re-
quest it. 

7. List of bands you can operate on. 
8. When you are available (e.g. during the day, evening or weekend). 
9. Any other brief comments (e.g. preferred highest CW speed). 
10. Permission for us to publish the details you've sent us on the website 

and in Key Note. 

mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
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Dawson Thompson, G3AHS #265, Silent Key  
 
Many thanks to the Newbury and District Radio 
Amateur Radio Society (NDARS) for this photo-
graph and obituary, which gives more insight 
into Dawson’s life. 
 
Born in Cumbria, Dawson had a very diffi-
cult childhood, contracting TB of the spine 
at an early age.  At school he learned 
Morse code and became a very accom-
plished operator.  Joining the RAF at the 
earliest opportunity, his skills were soon 
recognised and he became a radio opera-
tor.  During the second world war he saw 
service in Europe, and the Far East, serving 
in Burma and India.  Along with his colleagues he travelled 300 miles 
through Burma to escape the Japanese invasion, with little food or water 
for most of the journey, during which he contracted malaria.  Weighing 
just over 6 stone he was awarded the Burma Star and given a few weeks 
to live.  
 
He married Kate in 1948 and they had two daughters.  The family moved 
to Baughurst in 1956 when Dawson went to work at AWE, retiring in 
1983.  Kate died in 1980 and Dawson spent 18 years living on his own 
enjoying his love of Amateur Radio and collecting Morse keys. 1998 be-
gan a new chapter in his life when he married Cynthia.  
 
Dawson was a man of many talents and skills, an accomplished artist 
with a love of painting steam railway engines until his eyesight failed.  He 
liked music, particularly German Brass Bands and Strauss Waltzes.  His 
real passion was for Amateur Radio particularly Morse code.  When he 
was not using a key he would be making or repairing one.  Through the 
local radio clubs he encouraged young and old to take up CW and con-
struct their own equipment. 
 
He was very well known and respected both locally and on air and will be 
sadly missed. 

Dawson Thompson 
17 June 1920 - 21 September 2011  
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Chris GU3TUX, #1307 attended Dawson’s funeral and sent in the following: 
 
Dawson’s funeral was at the West Berkshire Crematorium yesterday 
(Tuesday 11th October).  The simple secular event included addresses 
from Gus, G3LLK of the Newbury Society, and Bob, M0KER, from the Bas-
ingstoke Club.  As well as Dawson's love of amateur radio and the CW 
mode, we were reminded of his service in Burma during WW2 as a RAF 
wireless operator.  He wore the Burma Star Association's badge proudly 
on his lapel alongside his amateur radio pins.  Basingstoke branch of the 
RAF Association (RAFA) paraded their standard at the funeral.  I had also 
forgotten that Dawson was an accomplished water colour artist, favour-
ing steam railway scenes.  Also present was Alan Wood, G4EEE, co-
founder of Wood and Douglas Ltd. whose head office is close to Daw-
son's home. 
 
Whilst the majority of the attendees were family members, the radio 
amateur representation and participation well reflected the respect that 
Dawson enjoyed amongst the ham community. 

My Most Rewarding DX QSO Bill G4WJM #9841 
 
One of the most interesting as-
pects of this great hobby of 
ours, for me, is chasing DX using 
QRP.  With the recent improve-
ment of propagation conditions 
on the HF bands, I set myself 
the challenge of working 100 
entities with maximum power 
of one watt. 
 
One afternoon in October, I was 
tuning through 28MHz when I 
heard a QSO between 5R8AL and an American station. The Madagascar 
operator – Alain, near Antanananarivo— was working simplex at 25wpm, 
so I carefully tuned to zero beat with him and waited for a chance to call 
with my QRPP. 
 

Bill G4WJM works exclusively on CW 
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Unfortunately it was not long before a pile-up of European stations de-
veloped, but I kept trying. 
 
Suddenly, Alain increased his speed to 30wpm and sent “QSX 30 U”. As 
quickly as I could, I set up the split frequency, but a DL station got there 
first and made the QSO.  I then called and was amazed when Alain came 
right back to me.  We had a “proper” QSO, no 5NN 73, (my report was 
439/QSB) and I then continued listening for a few minutes.  Incredibly 
the DL op. and I were the only two who had read the “QSX 30 U” instruc-
tion and many stations were still calling on Alain’s frequency. 
 
I hope this little story emphasises the importance of rule #1: 
Listen, Listen, & Listen again!  If any members already have DXCC/QRP & 
are wondering what to do next, why not try milliwatting? 
73/72 es gud hunting. 

Signal Stones Ian, G6TGO, #14556 

Whilst on holiday in Jersey in the Channel Isles a 
few years ago, I noticed these blocks bearing the 
phonetic alphabet and associated Morse symbols 
and mast flag.  They were located on the quay side 
of Albert pier in St Helier. 
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Summer 6m CW Round Up Ian, G6TGO, #14556 
 
I am trying to drum up awareness of what can be worked on CW on 6m, 
so here are maps of the CW stations I worked during May—August. 
 
My transceiver is a TS2000 with 80W output and a 4 element 2.75m long 
home brew Yagi at 6m above ground or 36m above mean sea level. 

QSOs with a Czech straight key during August. 

QSOs with a Bencher paddle from May—July 

The maps were produced with Ham Radio Deluxe version 4. 
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Becoming a Radio Officer John, GM4GZQ, #9800 
 
My story begins in a railway tene-
ment house a long time ago – 1944 
to be precise and World War Two 
was still in progress.  We didn’t have 
electricity or an inside toilet, but we 
did have gas lighting and a battery 
operated radio built by my father.  
The HT (high tension) for the valves 
came from an Ever-Ready battery 
made up of lots of dry cells connected 
in series inside a cardboard box that bore a passing resemblance to a 
breeze block.  Bias for the valves was provided by grid bias batteries.  
These were made up from pen-cell size batteries connected in series in-
side a cardboard box and taps were provided from 1.5V to 9V in 1.5V in-
crements.  As the batteries became discharged the bias tap was moved 
down to the next cell until the battery was exhausted and had to be re-
placed.  The valve filaments (heaters) were powered by a 1.5V accumula-
tor.  There were two of these which were swapped weekly so one could 
be used while the other was being charged at the local radio shop.  Lis-
tening time was strictly rationed to make the batteries last as long as 
possible.  Later we moved to a house with electricity and all mod cons so 
the old battery radio was consigned to the scrapheap. 
 
My father worked for the railway so we enjoyed cheap travel and spent a 
lot of time on the Clyde steamers as I grew up.  At that time, in the late 
1940s and 1950s, the river Clyde was alive with the sights, sounds and 
smells of ships of all types and sizes being built.  As well, ships were arriv-
ing and departing with cargoes from and to all sorts of exotic places 
around the globe.  As a result, my imagination was “sparked” – I wanted 
to go to sea. By a process of elimination, becoming a Radio Officer 
seemed like the best bet – a clean job with officer status. 
 
So it was that I left secondary school in 1961 and signed up at the James 
Watt Memorial College in Dalrymple Street, Greenock to study for the 
Postmaster General Certificate of Competence in Radio Telegraphy – the 

John GM4GZQ in his shack 
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“PMG”.  The 2nd Class PMG required, 
amongst other things, the ability to 
“send by hand and receive by ear” 
Morse at 20 wpm.  After passing the 
2nd Class PMG I stayed on to take the 
1st Class PMG which required 25 wpm 
Morse and higher level technical knowl-
edge.  At the same time I also studied 
for and passed the Ministry of Trans-
port Radar Maintenance Certificate.  I 
had enjoyed my time studying but I was 
now ready to go to sea. 
 
I was contacted by Marconi Interna-
tional Marine Communication Company 
(MIMCO) when I passed the PMG and 
had provisionally agreed to join them.  
However, fate intervened.  The college 
principal put the Radio Superintendent 
of T & J Brocklebank, Liverpool, in 
touch with me and he offered me a job 
on the spot as a direct-employed Radio 
Officer after an interview in Glasgow.  
The next couple of weeks were some-
what hectic; telling MIMCO I wouldn’t 
be joining them after all, going for the medical examination, being vacci-
nated against all sorts of horrible diseases, being issued with my Dis-
charge Book and Seaman’s Identity Card, and buying uniform complete 
with company braid – I had joined the Merchant Navy. 
 
It was only a short while before I received the awaited telegram from 
Brocklebank with joining instructions.  I was to report to the SS Mahseer 
(GZSV) loading general cargo for Calcutta in the Royal Albert Dock in Lon-
don, where I signed ships articles (signed-on) on 17th April, 1963.  The 
spotty 19 year old was going to sea as a 2nd Radio Officer (chota Marconi 
sahib). 

My ‘Authority to Operate’ page. 
Notice that the page is perforated so 
that the certificate can be rendered 
void by simply tearing it out.  That 
might be done e.g. for deliberately 

causing interference, transmitting on 
500 Kc/s during a silence period with-
out good reason, or failure to comply 

with the operating procedures laid out 
in the PMG Handbook.  
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---oo0oo--- 
SS Mahseer was a typical gen-
eral cargo ship of that period: 
built in 1948, 8,945 gross regis-
ter tons, 508 feet long, 67 feet 
beam, and powered by three 
steam turbines to give a service 
speed of 15 knots.  The officers 
were all British and the crew was Indian. 
 
The radio station on Mahseer had a mix of equipment from different 
vendors including Marconi, IMR and Siemens, to provide the facilities 
mandated by the regulations for foreign-going ships of that size and type. 
It comprised three separate stations and several items of ancillary equip-
ment. 
 
The main station was powered from the ship’s 220V DC mains.  This in-
cluded a transmitter of approx. 100W output for MF CW (405-535 Kc/s), 
and another of approx. 100w output for HF CW (1.605-1.625 & 4.0-27.5 
Mc/s).  There were separate receivers for LF/MF (10-4000 Kc/s) and HF 
(1.6-30 Mc/s) with an additional band covering 405-535 Kc/s for monitor-
ing the all important 500 Kc/s calling/distress frequency. 
 
The emergency station was powered from 24V lead-acid batteries with a 
transmitter of approx 80 watts output and receiver covering 405 Kc/s to 
535 Kc/s on CW.  This station had to be capable of providing not less than 
six hours emergency communication and the transmitter had to be on 
the air within 6 seconds if required in an emergency.  The transmitter 
could be keyed manually or by the automatic keying unit (AKU).  The AKU 
could key the emergency transmitter to continuously send SOS followed 
by the ship’s call sign and a one minute dash (for direction finding) until 
either the batteries were discharged or the ship sank! 
 
The lifeboat station was powered by crank handles and had an output of 
about 4 watts CW on 500 Kc/s and also 8364 Kc/s for rescue aircraft com-
munication.  This was kept in the radio room ready for immediate trans-
fer to a lifeboat if needed. 
 

SS Mahseer (GZSV) 
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Ancillary equipment included an 
auto-alarm to monitor the 500 Kc/s 
distress frequency when there was 
no Radio Officer on watch.  If the 
auto-alarm detected three con-
secutive four second dashes with a 
one second space between, then 
alarm bells rang on the bridge and 
in the Radio Officers’ cabins.  
These devices could be particularly 
troublesome in the tropics where 
they were often triggered by static. 
 
The direction finder, whose receiver covered 250-512 Kc/s, was used for 
navigation and, if required, to home in to a ship in distress. 
Watchkeeping activities and particularly the silence periods from 15-18 
and 45-48 minutes past each hour were timed using the radio room 
clock, which had to be in clear sight of the Radio Officer on watch.  It 
could also be used to manually time sending the auto alarm signal which 
comprised 12 four second dashes with a one second space between.  
These were typically 8-day clocks and were checked daily whilst at sea 
against the time signal from Rugby (GBR) on 16 Kc/s.  This long wave sig-
nal could be heard anywhere in the world and was particularly important 
for checking the ship’s two chronometers on which we depended for ac-
curate navigation using compass, sextant and nautical tables.  GPS and 
other navigational aids which are taken for granted nowadays were still a 
long way in the future. 
 
The main and emergency aerials were made of 13 strands of 0.064” 
phosphor bronze as long and as high as could be fitted between the 
masts.  There were also sundry receiving aerials made of 7 strands of 
0.064” phosphor bronze slung from the signal mast on the monkey is-
land, funnel, and Samson posts along with a couple of whip aerials on the 
funnel. 
 
Mahseer had a 3 cm (10 Gc/s) radar with about 40 miles range on a circu-
lar PPI (plan position indicator) cathode ray tube display.  Unusually for 

John GM4GZQ at the controls of a lifeboat 
radio (SS Mahronda) 
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that time, she was also fitted with a VHF set for the 156-174 Mc/s marine 
band. 
 
The 1st Radio Officer (Chief R/O or burrah Marconi sahib) was responsi-
ble to the Master for the operation and maintenance of the radio equip-
ment in accordance with the regulations, and our primary function was 
to provide communication in case of emergency.  At that time we were 
required to keep watch for 8 hours per day comprising four consecutive 
watches of two hours on and two hours off.  The 1st R/O kept one watch 
and covered company inter-ship schedules in off-watch hours and at-
tended to any breakdowns whilst I kept the other three.  All of our watch
-keeping and daily tests of the emergency station using the on-load 
emergency battery and emergency aerial had to be recorded in the offi-
cial log and signed by the master for each 24 hour period. 
As Radio Officers we were also responsible for maintenance and repair of 
other equipment such as the auto-pilot, echo sounder, and the broadcast 
receivers in the Officers’ Smoke Room and crew messroom.  The gyro-
compass was looked after by the 2nd Officer and we assisted if required. 

---oo0oo--- 
We sailed from London late at night following a delay whilst a replace-
ment was found for the Chief Officer who had been injured whilst check-
ing the draughts prior to sailing.  The 1st R/O put me on watch to call up 
the nearest coast station, North Foreland Radio (GNF), to send the open-
ing TR (transit report) to let them know that we had sailed and were 
open for traffic. 
 
My hand was shaking as it was the first time I had called up any station 
for real instead of transmitting into a dummy load at college.  Fortu-
nately it was all quiet on 500 Kc/s and GNF replied immediately.  We 
agreed to change (QSY) to our working frequencies so that I could send 
our details.  When I started keying on our working frequency there was 
nothing – the MF transmitter had developed a fault.  Panic!  The 1st R/O 
hit the quick-start switch on the emergency transmitter, which was ready 
in less than six seconds.  Those few seconds felt like an awfully long time 
just at that moment.  After completing the TR we switched on the auto-
alarm as it was outside of our required watch time and I signed off-



Page 31 

watch.  After investigation we quickly found that a lead had detached 
itself from the keying relay in the transmitter, so it was an easy fix before 
turning in for the night. 
 
The next morning the 1st R/O got me started on the first watch of the 
day and left me on my own after telling me that he would keep an ear 
open on the intercom in his cabin in case I got into difficulties.  In those 
days 500 Kc/s was bedlam in the English Channel with ships and coast 
stations all calling on the same frequency.  I was only a few minutes into 
the watch and just settling down when there was an SOS message on 500 
Kc/s.  Suddenly all was quiet except for the distress message and static.  
Fortunately for me, the ship in distress was in the Baltic so there were 
many ships much closer and able to render assistance.  In those circum-
stances all the ships and coast station activities that would normally be 
on 500 Kc/s transferred to 512 Kc/s so that there would be no interfer-
ence to the distress traffic on 500 Kc/s.  Some time later, when the emer-
gency had been dealt with, the coast station that had been controlling 
the distress traffic would call QUM on 500 Kc/s meaning that normal 
working could be resumed on the calling/distress frequency. 
 
After that initial excitement the pace of life slowed down to the familiar 
shipboard routine of watch-keeping, meal-times, sleeping and ticking off 
the days on the calendar as the voyage progressed.  Dress code was re-
laxed for watch-keeping but proper uniform was required in the bar and 
saloon at mealtimes.  There were two sittings for each meal, the first for 
the junior officers and cadets (chota sahibs) and the second for the sen-
ior officers (burrah sahibs).  After dinner in the evening, all the officers 
not on watch would congregate in the games room for a general chit-
chat and to play table tennis or darts.  Playing these games is difficult 
enough at the best of times and doubly so when the tennis table or dart-
board is moving as the ship pitches and rolls along. 
 
The weather grew steadily warmer as we sailed through the Mediterra-
nean to Port Said and the Suez Canal for our transit down to the Red Sea.  
This was all very exciting for a first-tripper going to exotic places for the 
first time – Aqaba, Jeddah, Port Sudan, Assab, Massawa, Djibouti, and 
Aden.  Then it was down into the Indian Ocean to Gan Island, north to 
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Colombo, Madras, and our second home, Calcutta, for final discharge of 
cargo and a change of Indian crew.  After loading in Calcutta it was north 
again to Chittagong and Chalna in what was then East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh) to finish loading for the return to the UK and continental 
ports. 
 
There were fewer stops on that return journey – Colombo, Aden (for 
bunkers), Suez Canal then full ahead for Liverpool where I signed off on 
12th August 1963.  I was no longer a first-tripper. 

---oo0oo--- 
That first trip was a huge learn-
ing experience, particularly as 
far as the work was concerned.  
The UK coast stations on MF 
and Portishead Radio (GKA) on 
HF were very professional and a 
pleasure to deal with.  Some of 
the foreign stations were 
“challenging” with what could 
best be described as “exotic” 
Morse, particularly Alexandria 
Radio (SUQ) which had a terri-
ble chirp and sounded like water draining noisily from a bathtub, or Cal-
cutta Radio (VWC) whose dashes were so short as to be almost indistin-
guishable from dots. 
 
Other ships and similar voyages followed until I had enough sea time to 
sail single-handed and later was promoted to burrah Marconi sahib tak-
ing a newly qualified chota Marconi sahib under my own wing.  I am for-
ever grateful to my first burrah Marconi sahib and true gentleman, Harry 
Jefferson, for his patience and understanding as I learned all the things 
that they don’t tell you about at college like doing the monthly accounts 
or dealing with a stroppy master who viewed first-trip chota Marconi sa-
hibs as the lowest form of life on-board his ship. 
 
I signed off for the last time in February 1966.  My sea-going career had 
lasted only three short years.  Coming ashore was a real wrench as my 

John GM4GZQ in the SS Maturata radio room 
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heart wanted me to stay for 
longer doing a job that I really 
enjoyed.  However, times were 
changing and my head was tell-
ing me to leave while I was still 
young and could build a long-
term career ashore.  In retro-
spect, it was the correct decision 
to come ashore when I did, right 
at the peak of what proved to be 
the Indian summer of the British Merchant Navy before containerisation.  
It was a real privilege to have worked for a good company with a proud 
history like T & J Brocklebank and to be well paid to see the world as 
well.  Sadly, the name Brocklebank ceased to exist in 1983 after 213 
years in the shipping business. 

SS Makrana 

For Sale Peter GW4GCB, FISTS #657 

TEN-TEC CENTURY / 22 TRANSCEIVER.  Model 579.  Six band ( 80, 40, 30, 
20, 15, & 10m ) medium power ( 50 watts max. input, 20 watts output ) 
CW transceiver, solid state.  Full break-in (QSK).  Requires 12 to 14 volts 
dc, 5 amp maximum.  Weight 6 lbs / 2.7 kg. 

Fitted internally with model 226 crystal calibrator, and complete with exter-
nal model 1179 magnetic circuit breaker, to protect the final amplifier. 

Excellent condition, including owner’s manual.  £120 ono., plus P&P. 

Peter GW4GCB, FISTS #657, Tel: 01745 720756 (North Wales). 
Email: peter.kay1@virgin.net 

mailto:peter.kay1@virgin.net
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Re-enactment of Titanic Radio Messages Rich G4FAD, #14086 
 
Merseyside Maritime Museum 
Liverpool’s Merseyside Maritime Museum decided to commemorate the 
loss of the Titanic, as it is a hundred years since she sank.  At 11:40 PM 
on Sunday, April 14th 1912 an iceberg scraped along the side of the ship. 
Two hours and forty minutes later she was on her way two miles to the 
bottom of the Atlantic and 1,517 people were dead or dying.  Most of the 
ship’s crew were from Liverpool - in fact the seaman who first spotted 
the iceberg was Liverpool-born Fred Fleet - so it seemed fitting that the 
Museum put on an exhibition. 
 
At a meeting of the museum staff it was agreed that it would be useful to 
have Morse playing as it has a pivotal role in the story of the Titanic.  Paul 
Browne, the Senior Audio Visual Officer, was tasked with finding people 
who could send Morse, so he went online and put in Morse Preservation 
and of course FISTS came up.  Bill G0JWB #385, Sandy G0VQW #3739 and 
myself agreed to travel to the recording studio, also in Liverpool. 
 
As different 
ships had sent 
messages, it 
was important 
to use different 
operators to 
get the authen-
tic different 
sound from 
each ship.  The 
messages to be 
recorded were 
all authentic 
messages sent 
by the original 
operators.  They were all carefully recorded in the ships’ logs and were 
on public record from the inquiry. 
 

Sandy G0VQW, Rich G4FAD and Bill G0JWB at the 
Merseyside Maritime Museum next to a  model of the Titanic 
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Sandy drove up to Hereford and he and I then travelled up to Liverpool.  
We got as far as Crewe but found the main line shut to Liverpool as 
somebody had stolen the signal line wires!  Never mind, we then had to 
go via Manchester and were able to see the radio telescope  at Jodrell 
Bank at close quarters. 
 
Arriving at Liverpool Sandy and I 
were taken to the recording studio 
where Bill had set up a Morse key 
ready for the session.  The key it-
self and the Morse were both re-
corded as they wanted to recreate 
the sound in the radio room as the 
operators sent the message and 
the tone as it was received.  In the 
exhibition at the same time as the Morse is played, a visual message will 
be shown on the screen telling the visitors what the Morse is saying.  
Mike the sound engineer was very helpful and after a cup of tea soon 
had us relaxed and ready to perform!  It was quite hard to send as we 
could not even breathe heavily as the microphone seemed to pick up 
even the smallest of noises.  We had researched the call signs of the 
ships and coastal stations and were able to use the original MGY for Ti-
tanic and the other authentic calls of the ships.  It was an eerie feeling to 
send the messages again, and our minds went back to Jack Phillips who 
was the chief radio officer, who went down with the ship and his junior 
operator Harold Bride who survived. 

 
In a short while the recording 
was over and we were taken 
to the museum, given a very 
good lunch and were shown 
the builders’ model of the Ti-
tanic, which was most inter-
esting. 
 
The exhibition will be at the 
Liverpool’s Merseyside Mari-

Recording the messages 

Sandy G0VQW outside the museum 
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time Museum next March 2012 and will continue for about a year.  There 
is  the original copy of a message that the owner sent telling the world 
about the loss of Titanic, and other interesting original artefacts, many of 
which have not been seen by the public before, including original tran-
scripts from the Board of Inquiry.  We would like to thank Paul Browne 
and his team for looking after us so well and FISTS for inviting us to do 
this very interesting project.  We hope that many people reading this can 
take the time to visit the Maritime Museum in Liverpool to see the exhi-
bition; I know we will. 
 
Titanic Belfast 
Titanic Belfast is a new exhibition cen-
tre being built in Belfast, scheduled 
for opening in March 2012 (the Ti-
tanic was built by Harland and Wolf in 
Belfast).  Titanic Belfast contacted 
Peter Key, a freelance sound engi-
neer, to provide them with recordings 
of the last messages between Titanic 
and other ships; twenty eight mes-
sages in all were required.  A few weeks after the recording session at 
Liverpool, Peter got in touch with FISTS and, to cut a long story short, I 
received a phone call: could we please record the necessary messages? 
 
I contacted Tony G3ZRJ, #7727 and we agreed to meet up at my QTH to 
record the Morse required using my Ten Tec rig and straight key.  When 
Peter arrived we soon had everything set up.  As Peter cannot read 
Morse it was necessary for one of us to monitor the recording to check 

that what was sent was exactly to 
script so that Peter would know 
exactly where he was in any mes-
sage when he was doing the final 
edit to make it sound like spark 
transmission. 
 
The session began and I took the 
part of Titanic, Tony explaining that 

Tony G3ZRJ and Rich G4FAD 

Tony and Rich recording messages 
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he had sent SOS for real so it was my turn to send it now.  Tony was able 
to alter his sending to make it appear that several different ships were 
calling Titanic and I think it all sounded more realistic that way.  We soon 
had the recording done and Peter was on his way home.  We would like 
to thank him and FISTS for another very interesting experience. 
 
Rich G4FAD 14086 
 
We’d like to express our gratitude to Bill, Rich, Sandy and Tony for their 
time and effort representing us in these projects. 
Sandy recorded a video of the visit to Liverpool: tinyurl.com/tmvideo 
 
Contact Information 
Merseyside Maritime Museum, Albert Dock, Liverpool, L3 4AQ, England. 
Web: www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime 
Tel: +44 (0) 151 478 4499 
 
Titanic Belfast, Queen’s Road, Queen’s Island, Belfast, BT3 9DT, Northern 
Ireland.  Web: titanicbelfast.com  Email: welcome@titanicbelfast.com 
Tel: +44 (0) 28 9076 6399 
 
Peter Key Sound Design and Production, 154 Downs Road, Hastings, 
East Sussex, TN34 2DZ, England.  Email: peterkey@btopenworld.com 
Tel: +44 (0) 7973 260915 

Keep shooting for those awards! 
 
Dennis K6DF, #3076, our FISTS 
Awards manager, is a keen trap 
and skeet enthusiast and won 
these splendid belt buckles for trap 
shooting a couple of months ago. 

Dennis writes: “The left one has a 
“Morgan” Silver Dollar in the center.  These were made from 1872 to 
1921.  The right one has a gold plated “California” U.S. Quarter on the 
front.  For the past 10 years the U.S. Mint has been producing Quarters 
commemorating each of the States.” 

So, when you next send him an award application, be very careful there 
are no errors in it or there could be serious consequences!!  HI. 

Two recent buckles won by Dennis, K6DF 

http://tinyurl.com/tmvideo
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/
http://titanicbelfast.com/
mailto:welcome@titanicbelfast.com
mailto:peterkey@btopenworld.com
http://fists.co.uk/awards
http://fists.co.uk/awards
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Apprentice Technician at 
Bearley Radio Station 
 
In September 1967 at the tender 
age of 17 I started work at the 
Post Office Radio Station at Bear-
ley in Warwickshire and found 
myself in a short wave listener’s 
paradise! 
 
The station was very new and had 
not been officially opened.  The 
site had been used as an HF radio 
receiving station since the early 
1950s and was part of the General Post Office “External Telecommunica-
tions Executive”. 
 
Being a trainee technician apprentice meant there was lot of training.  
For the first couple of years, time was spent either away on block re-
lease, on PO training courses or being shunted around the various de-
partments at the station. 
 
There was also the unofficial apprentice induction like being sent to the 
stores for a long wait or a sky hook.  The external department, or aerial 
riggers, were fond of playing tricks on us and used to grease door han-
dles with the gunge used for waterproofing connectors.  This backfired 
badly one afternoon when the deputy superintendent came in and got 
grease all over his hand.  He was not amused, but we were as it was re-
venge for the pranks they played on us. 
 
Block release and PO courses were housed at one of the transmitting sta-
tions in the network located at Leafield in Oxfordshire.  Like most radio 
stations it was in the middle of nowhere and it is not hard to imagine 
what happens when you send 40 or so teenage lads, from various parts 
of the country, on residential courses! 
 
The village was a mile or so away and was blessed with several pubs. 
Transport was a problem and the shortest way to the village was to walk 

Colin M5FRA / G8FRA, #7738 

Colin M5FRA 
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through the antenna farm.  Several 30-40KW transmitters operating 
twenty four hours a day, and sometimes unearthed wire sheep fences, 
made walking back in darkness a hazardous journey. 
 
PO courses included basic electrical and electronic theory plus an intro-
duction to valve theory and later, transistors.  I remember understanding 
how valves worked but it took a while to get to grips with minute lumps 
of metal that could amplify signals. 
 
Life at Bearley was very different to the huge TX stations.  Receiving sta-
tions were much quieter places and the ordered calm meant it was often 
hard to imagine the amount of traffic the station handled on a daily basis. 
 
The new station was ‘state of the art’ in 1967 with 
new transistorised telephony receivers, the Ples-
sey PVR800.  Each RX occupied a full 19 inch rack 
standing 6ft tall.  There were no visible controls 
except 6 banks of thumbwheel switches to set the 
channel frequencies.  Everything else was man-
aged from a central control position, CCU. 
 
The receivers used independent sideband, which 
allowed up to 4 voice channels on a single fre-
quency.  This was accomplished by splitting each 
sideband into 2 segments.  The audio was also in-
verted, which made it impossible to listen to in an ordinary RX. 
 
The telegraphy receivers were modified Marconi HR11s which again oc-
cupied a whole 6ft rack.  The heavy bit was the huge PSU at the bottom 

which provided the HT 
and heater supplies for 
the many valves.  The 
HR11s were also con-
trolled from the CCU. 
 
The HR11s looked more 
like conventional receiv-
ers with 2 RF units 

CCU at Bearley Radio Station 

PVR800 receivers 
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(double diversity) and a mixer unit, each having a large slow motion 
drive.  Converting them to remote control entailed fixing a box contain-
ing motors over the space where the knobs for the slow motion used to 
be.  When the operator changed channels there was a loud whirring as 
the motors moved the dial to one end of travel and then back to the pre-
set frequency.  Sometimes the automatic system did not quite get things 
right and manual adjustment was required via a small knob on the motor 
box. 
 
I mentioned earlier that the HR11s were dou-
ble diversity receivers, which meant they had 
two independent RF stages connected to dif-
ferent aerials, the idea being that if there was 
QSB on one aerial there would be every 
chance that the other would not be affected.  
The aerials were separated by a mile or so. 
 
The HR11 local oscillators had been replaced 
by frequency synthesisers, which allowed pre-
set channels to be programmed in.  The 
PVR800 receivers and HR11 synthesisers were 
locked to a 100KHz standard buried 35ft in the 
ground for temperature stability.  There were 
three identical standards at the bottom of tubes underneath racks of dis-
tribution amplifiers. 
 
During some experimental/development work a long coax lead was used 
to send the 100KHz reference over to Nissen huts that housed the old 
station.  I am not sure what exactly happened but somehow a large sig-
nal was sent back up the coax causing all three oscillators to trip.  This 
effectively shut down the whole station!  The net effect was to get many 
people running everywhere trying to work out what had failed and to get 
back on line.  It was rumoured that the down time cost around £10,000 a 
minute and the station was down for 10-15 minutes until the standards 
were reset. 
 
The receivers were located at one end of the building and the multiplex-

HR11 receivers 
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ing and decoding equipment at the other with the CCU in the centre. 
 
The telegraphy side was mostly multiplexed teleprinters using time divi-
sion multiplex, TDMX.  It was possible to get up to 48 channels on a sin-
gle frequency.  There were some TDMX decoders coupled to printers for 
testing and it was amusing to scan through the channels and watch the 
printer slow down to a point where each character was taking a few sec-
onds to print. 
 
There was also some linked compression and expansion, Limcompex, 
equipment being trialled on certain voice circuits.  I cannot remember 
exactly how it worked but I think the name offers some explanation.  
(See tinyurl.com/lincompex for more information.) 
 
All the decoded signals were sent down the line to various terminal 
buildings in London.  There were a few racks of line equipment which 
were often visited by colleagues from PO telephones. 
 
The new station aroused a lot of interest and we had people from many 
parts of the world.  There was particular interest in the PVR800 and most 
visitors seemed to gravitate to the test RX in the maintenance room as 
there were many problems in the early days.  The first models used some 
germanium transistors which were not particularly reliable and were 
soon replaced by silicon types. 
 
Of real interest to any radio amateur was the vast aerial farm.  The sta-
tion was built on a redundant World War II airfield so space was not a 
problem.  A minor road ran through the site so there were aerials on 
both sides of the road and the feed lines crossed the road on high poles. 
 
The antennas were nothing special; they were all rhombics at various 
heights.  What was interesting was a ring of rhombics on 75ft wooden 
poles spaced roughly every 12 degrees of the compass, a radio amateur’s 
dream antenna system. 
 
There were also groups of 3 wire rhombics on 150 ft lattice masts and 
some experimental designs on 300 ft masts.  Each was fed at both ends, 
meaning they could be used to receive signals from either direction.  
While with the riggers, every apprentice was ‘encouraged’ to climb the 

http://tinyurl.com/lincompex
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masts but I do not think any of us made it to the top; about 30 feet was 
enough for me. 
 
Each antenna was fed by open wire line supported by standard telegraph 
poles.  The wires came back to a gantry where they connected to broad-
band transformers and were fed using gas filled 75ohm coax into the 
building via an underground duct.  The coax ended up on a patch panel 
where any RX could be connected to any antenna. 
 
One day the cover in the floor where the coax entered the building was 
lifted and was found to be full of water, yet nobody had noticed any deg-
radation of signals - such was the joy of nitrogen pressurised coax. 
 
As I mentioned, the station was state of the art in 1967 and an interest-
ing place to start my working life.  As apprentices we were constantly 
told that there would not be jobs for us when we completed training as 
the new satellite links were taking our traffic.  Apprentices started drift-
ing away and getting jobs in other organisations or joining the services. 
 
I left in 1969 and went to work at the University of Warwick as an elec-
tronics technician in the physics department.  It was a far more interest-
ing job and included work on nuclear magnetic resonance, which was 
later used in MRI scanners. 
 
The station closed in 1980 when the last of the HF circuits went over to 
satellite.  So in just 13 years the site went from being state of the art to a 
pile of junk.  There is very little information remaining about Bearley or 
any of the other stations in the HF network apart from the TX stations at 
Rugby and Criggion.  I have searched the Internet for details of the 
PVR800 but get no hits.  Some years back there was one site which 
showed an unmodified HR11 in a private museum but I guess that receiv-
ers in 6ft high 19 inch racks are not going to be collected by many peo-
ple.  It seems that nobody considered that a vital part of our communica-
tions history was worth preserving. 
 
I would really like to hear from anybody who worked in any of the Post 
Office radio stations, particularly Bearley.  Also, if you know anything 
about the PVR800 please contact me – m5fra@btinternet.com. 

mailto:m5fra@btinternet.com
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Gelligroes Mill George MW0RZC, #10842 
 
On April 14th and 15th 2012 the 
Blackwood A.R.S., GW6GW, are 
putting on a station at Gelligroes 
Mill near Blackwood to com-
memorate the receiving of the 
CQD from the Titanic by a young  
radio experimenter by the name 
of Artie Moore. 
 
A special callsign, GB100GGM, 
has been reserved for use at this 
event subject to RSGB approval.  If this cannot be used then GB2GGM 
will possibly be used. 
 
Some members may have read about Artie in the Practical Wireless pub-
lication some years ago.  Briefly, Artie Moore, son of a local miller, en-
tered a model engineering competition with his model steam engine and 
won first prize, a book by Oliver Lodge, Modern Views on Electricity and 
Magnetism.  This set Artie on the road to building a radio transmitter and 
receiver. 
 
In 1911 Artie intercepted the radio communication that Italy had de-
clared war on Libya and Artie appeared in a news article in the Daily 
Sketch.  Then in April 1912 he received the CQD from the Titanic at the 
Mill site.  Artie reported to the police station that he had received the 
CQD from the Titanic but they did not believe him. However when the 
sinking of the Titanic appeared in the news headlines some days later the 
authorities realised Artie had received the CQD distress signal. 
 
Also the last survivor of  the Titanic, Milvena Dean, visited the Mill in 
2002 and was interviewed by BBC Radio Wales reporter Stephen Fair-
clough.  The interview, along with more information about Artie and Gel-
ligroes Mill, can be found at tinyurl.com/gelligroes. 
 
We hope to work as many FISTS members and others as possible during 
this event.  Details of the event and Blackwood A.R.S. can be found at 

Gelligroes Mill, near Blackwood, South Wales 

http://gw6gw.co.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/gelligroes
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New Product: Jackson Harbor Press MegaPK-II keyer kit 
 
Chuck Olson, WB9KZY, from Jackson Harbor Press, has brought out a new 
keyer / trainer kit.  The MegaPK-II has most of the features of the original 
MegaPK chip and adds a number of code practice modes which allow the 
operator to increase both receiving AND sending abilities.  It features: 
 
 Pot or paddle speed control, 5 to 67 WPM 
 Optional solid state relay (SSR) output to 

key nearly any rig (solid state, tube positive 
or tube negative keying voltage) 

 Board size: 1 x 1.5 inches 
 5 character ARRL / Signal Corps random 

code groups, send and receive practice 
 5 character pseudo-random code groups, send and receive practice 
 Common English words and syllables for high speed review (from 

ARRL) 
 1 character hear/decode/think/send code practice 
 Two 60 and one 120 character memories OR optionally four 60 char-

acter memories 
 Memories & settings retained without power (EEPROM) 
 Ultimatic or Iambic A or B keying modes 
 Beacon mode, variable delay, up to 60 seconds 
 Adjustable element weighting 
 Variable sidetone frequency 
 Command entry eliminates most menus 
 Low standby power (about 1 μA with regulator) 
 
At the time of writing, the price for the basic kit excluding delivery and 
options is $12 (USD).  For more information, please see 
wb9kzy.com/mpk2.htm.  Chuck can be contacted via email at 
wb9kzy@wb9kzy.com or by post to: 
Charles Olson, 1418 Foss Rd, Washington Island, WI 54246, USA 

gw6gw.co.uk.  May the Morse be with you always. 
 
DE George MW0RZC.  FISTS member 10842. 

MegaPK-II Keyer 

http://wb9kzy.com/ham.htm
http://wb9kzy.com/mpk2.htm
mailto:wb9kzy@wb9kzy.com
http://gw6gw.co.uk/
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Elecraft T1 Auto ATU Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
I’ve long thought of auto ATUs (AMUs) as being “lazy”.  
However, I found band switching with a manual ATU taking 
up a disproportionate amount of time during the two hours 
of the FISTS Ladder. 
 
The Elecraft T1, available as a kit or ready-built, is a tiny, 
light-weight (5oz / 150g) unit rated at 0.5 to 20 watts CW 
covering 160m to 6m.  This fitted in with my typical power 
levels and could be used with both my FT-817 and K3. 
 
The main PCB has surface mount components on, but 
these are already soldered in place, so you just have to be 
careful not to disturb them.  Some of the components and 
tracks on the PCBs are very small and need to be soldered 
with great care.   
 
The T1 worked first time.  I’ve been using it along with an 
Elecraft BL2 balun (1:1 and 4:1 switchable) and I now won-
der how I ever managed without it—an excellent piece of 
equipment. 
 
The T1 kit is currently 139.95 US$ direct from Elecraft excluding delivery 
and import charges.  For more information, see tinyurl.com/t1elecraft. 
Elecraft, PO Box 69, Aptos, CA 95001-0069, USA.  Tel: (001) 831 763-4211 

T1 in use with 
BL2 balun 

Main and control PCBs T1 kit contents 

https://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://tinyurl.com/t1elecraft
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QUA Compiled by Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
QUA: “Here is news of ... (call sign)” 
 
It turns out that more people knew what QUA stood for than I had ex-
pected.  G5VZ Chris commented in the audio version of the Autumn 2011 
Key Note that the Cray Valley Radio Society use it as the title of their 
newsletter.  Stockport Radio Society have also named their most recent 
newsletter QUA, but at least in this case it was first used after the Au-
tumn Key Note was published, HI. 
 
IARU Region 1 has removed the “contest-preferred” segment of 7.000 
MHz—7.025 MHz from the 40m band plan.  I believe that no major con-
test ever enforced it in their rules (including the RSGB who brought it in). 
 
CSQ  It’s been reported that the February 2012 edition of the ARRL‘s QST 
magazine will include a replacement for the RST reporting system, re-
ferred to as CSQ, intended to be applicable to all modes.  As the recep-
tion in the Internet forums is best described as “frosty”, especially from 
CW operators, I won’t include the details here except for a few examples 
of what you would hear over the air: 
 
P6O for a PSK-31 signal:  perfect 100% copy at S-6, but overdeviated 
93X for a CW signal: 90% copy at S-3 with excellent quality 
G7O for an SSB signal: Good but less than perfect 100% copy at S-7, but 

overmodulated 
PAX for an RTTY signal: perfect 100% copy about 10 dB over S-9 with 

excellent quality 
P6X for an FM signal: full-quieting 100% copy at S-6 with excellent qual-

ity 
 
If you’d like to see more details, they are available at fists.co.uk/csq. 
 
M0GGK Dave wrote in the fistscw group: “I was off work yesterday with 
stomach cramps etc., so I thought I would spend a quiet afternoon in the 
conservatory “playing radio” as my XYL calls it.  I made a dipole and 
jumped on 20m on the FISTS frequency and called CQ. 
A chap came back to me and we had a short QSO, but this morning I had 
a letter from the chap with a FISTS QSL card; he lives half a mile from me 

http://www.cvrs.org/
http://www.g8srs.co.uk/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://fists.co.uk/csq
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
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and has had a 14 year break from radio.  So I thought I would nip round 
have a cup of tea with him and introduce myself.  He apologised for his 
CW, but after 14 years would I remember?  LOL!” 
 
G0SDT Jon wrote in the fistscw group: "Our 3 year old son was tapping 
his finger on the edge of the bath.  When asked what he was doing, his 
answer to his mum was "wadio".  Just thought I'd share that with you 
all.". 
On a similar topic, M0VAU Mark wrote in the RSGBTech group: 
“When my daughter was just over two, I was summoned to the crèche. 
They said they knew she wasn’t stupid, but when she was shown letter 
cards, she’d not shout the letter like other kids, but beep at them. 
 
At two and a half she could also tune in an HF receiver and set the correct 
side band.  I used to get quite worried when several times I’d wake up at 
two in the morning and she’d climbed out of bed, gone across to the radio 
room and was receiving all sorts - just as well the mikes were all pulled." 
 
G3SCD/VK3DBD David’s “mystery key” 
produced a number of replies. 
 
G0SDT Jon wrote: “The mystery key is one of 
the Clansman family, used with vehicle 
mounted radio sets like the VRC-321 and VRC-
353.  It can be used with a manpack radio too 
in a stationary role such as the PRC-320.”.  
This was confirmed by M0JHA Billy. 
 
G0CLV Stan writes: “This key is one of the standard army issue keys for 
British Army Clansman equipment.  In particular the PRC320 man-pack 
and the VRC321 vehicle sets.  Not the greatest key but useable - just. 
Google will find you more than you want to know on these. 
 
I have a couple of these keys, one of them new, and a PRC320 man-pack 
set with all the ancillaries which I will take out portable when my back is 
up to it...those things are heavy!” 
 
MM0GSS Gordon said: “In Issue 17 of Keynote I was interested to see a 
note from G3SCD/VK3DBD David asking about an ex military straight key, 

David G3SCD’s Clansman key! 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rsgbtech/
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as I happen to have one of these very keys here in my shack.  These keys 
formed part of the Clansman radio system and were part of the ancillary 
items provided with the VRC321 HF radio, which was in use until very re-
cently.  I'm afraid I don't know much more about them but it has a lovely 
feel to it, definitely a bargain for five to eight pound; I dread to think 
what the Army paid for them! 
 
I've attached a pic. of another clans-
man key which may be of interest to 
any portable operators: the leg key 
which came with PRC320 radios.  
Currently mine resides in the bag 
with my FT817, which it must be said 
is considerably lighter and more 
compact than the 320 I remember 
lugging around the place hi hi.  Now 
if only I could find the time to use 
it!”. 
 
G4FUY Peter wrote: “The key on page 35 of the latest Key Note would 
appear to be a key to suit the Clansman series of HF transceivers.  It was, 
probably, manufactured at the Royal Ordnance Factory, Blackburn and it 
has a NATO stock number.  They have been appearing at rallies over the 
last couple of years.  I have an example myself.  The white plastic piece 
appears to be a standard electrical wiring item. 
The key is very well made apart from the contacts, which are made from 
pieces of fibre glass PCB.  The Larkspur equivalent was the junction box 
K  NSN 5820-99-949-1174 which was a neat little key with a reasonable 
action. 
Around about 1980 it was decided that CW would no longer be used by 
the Royal Signals and the keys were probably never issued but put in 
store in an Ordnance Depot, from whence they arrived on the surplus 
market. The ROF's were set up during the two world wars to manufacture 
ammunition, weapons, tanks etc.  I believe they have all been privatised.” 
 
G0ILN Richard writes: “I have not been active for ages but have just put 
up a G5RV.  So, hopefully I will start to get back to CW this winter. 

Gordon MM0GSS’s PRC320 leg key 
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The key you have from ‘The Royal Ord-
nance Factory’ is a Clansman key.  My 
one has a black plastic cap that fits 
over the din plug.  Where your two 
wires come out, I have a military style 
lead with a heavy duty din plug on the 
end.  I have never used it, it is just part 
of my collection!”. 
 
Richard also sent in a photographs of 
his own mystery key and says: “I think 
it is unusual in the fact that it is in an 
Art Deco style.  The key itself is marked 
with the broad arrow.  All brass work is 
chrome plated with a wooden base 
and the top has a covering of quarter 
inch thick black shiny plastic-like mate-
rial (which is cracked in several places).  The whole assembly is of high 
quality.  All wiring is hidden within the base.  The buzzer is covered by a 
chrome plated spun cover.  I have read that some buzzers were fed via a 
capacitor to a speaker to give an audio tone rather than a buzz. 
Although it has the broad arrow of the military, I wouldn’t have thought 
that the military would have gone to the trouble of stylising the key.  It 
looks as though it came out of the Ritz rather than a bunker! 
Any thought as to its origin would be appreciated.” 
 
Finally on the subject of mystery keys, M0CFM Andy writes: “I wonder if 
any of my fellow members can help me to identify this key.  I have been 
looking for over a year now with no luck!  Please can you help?” 

Richard G0ILN’s mystery key 

Andy M0CFM‘s mystery key 
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M6GAH George achieved his intermediate licence and full licence both 
on the same day and now has the new callsigns 2E0FSK and M0HAJ—
congratulations, George!  He writes: “I have just received my results for 
the  Intermediate & Advanced exams which I took at the RSGB conven-
tion.  I chose 2E0FSK for my Intermediate and despite offering many op-
tions to the OFCOM website for the Advanced, eventually I ran out of pa-
tience and took the “pot-luck” option which presented me with M0HAJ, 
hi. 
I guess that would be enough for most people but unfortunately my early 
influences were G3/G4’s and I would never feel a complete amateur with-
out the Morse, so now it’s on to Phase 2, which is getting the Morse up to 
speed and learning how to become a good operator. 
 
I look forward to working fellow FISTS members but it may be a while yet 
as I have an FT-7B to renovate before I can get on the air.  There's a bit of 
history with the FT-7B; it was bought around 1975 by a friend of mine to 
install on their 47’ clinker-built ex-fishing drifter which they sailed to Aus-
tralia twice from the UK.  From what I have read so far it was aimed at 
mobile installation (cars must have been bigger then!!) but it has a repu-
tation as bomb-proof.  Everything is on removable PCB’s but because of 
my house renovation I haven't had time to take the lid off yet but I have 
powered it up and it appears to work – not bad after 25 years in a box in 
a damp garage?” 
 
MW0RZC George writes: “I would just like to say what a great article 
John (G0RDO) wrote in The Autumn 2011 Key Note pages 12,13, and 14.  I 
must agree with John the PS213 key is a great key to use.  I have a copy of 
the PS213 here in my shack, which my son bought off eBay just before 
last Christmas.” 
 
G6TGO Ian has reminded us that because FISTS in Europe is affiliated to 
the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB), FISTS members who are not 
RSGB members are nevertheless entitled to enter the monthly UK VHF/
UHF/SHF Activity (UKAC) contests, specifying “FISTS CW Club” in the en-
try.  The results tables include both the individual entrants’ positions and 
the clubs’ positions.  Details of the RSGB UKAC contests are available at 
www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/. 

http://www.rsgb.org/
http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/
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The photograph above was spotted by Gary G0HJQ and is from the col-
lection of the Greater Manchester Police Museum and Archive.  It seems 
it’s not widely known that English police used to use Morse code. 
 
The accompanying description is as follows: 
 
 

Officers of Bolton Borough Police take a lesson in the use of 
Morse code in 1935. 
 
At this time effective communication was becoming increas-
ingly important to police forces as criminals became more 
mobile and the structure of policing more complex. 
 
Forces across the country used a range of different radio-
based systems to transmit and receive signals, with Morse 

Morse Inspector - Bolton, UK, 1935 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Police officers in Bolton, UK, learning Morse code 
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 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
 

Straight Key Week 2011 

Welcome all, it’s a pleasure to once again publish the results of SKW 
2011. 
 
This year’s SKW has been well supported by the membership, and it is a 

CALL POINTS POWER 
G4LHI * 216 QRO 
G3JFS * 176 QRP 
KN0WCW * 156 QRO 
OH5FNI 151 QRO 
G3XZX/A 136 QRO 
OH7QR 118 QRO 
M6PHL 107 QRO 
G0VQW 101 QRO 
G3ZOD 90 QRO 
M5FRA 88 QRO 
G0GSY 69 QRO 
G3HAL 69 QRO 
PA3AFF 59 QRO 

* Denotes Award Recipient 

CALL POINTS POWER 
K4UK 49 QRO 
M0DRK 47 QRO 
W5VYN 44 QRO 
G0OTE 28 QRO 
G0DUB 27 QRO 
IK2RMZ 26 QRO 
2E0JYK 25 QRO 
DL1GBZ 23 QRO 
JL3YMV 14 QRO 
KC9RXI 9 QRO 
N3RSD 9 QRO 
NG7Z 5 QRO 
ON4ANE 2 QRP 

code being a common means of passing on information for 
many years.  Advances in radio technology eventually saw 
the spoken word replace Morse code and the need for officers 
to study in such classes. 

 
 
The Greater Manchester Police Museum and Archives website is 
gmpmuseum.com. 
 
Admission to the museum is free and it’s open to the public on Tuesdays 
10.30am - 3.30pm (last admission at 3pm). 
 
GMP Museum & Archives, 57a Newton Street, Manchester M1 1ET, UK. 
Email: Police.Museum@gmp.police.uk 
Telephone: 0161 856 3287/ 4500 

Straight Key Week 2011 Results 

http://gmpmuseum.com/
mailto:Police.Museum@gmp.police.uk
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real pleasure to receive entries from other chapters of the society. 
I do apologise to all for my omission from the bands during SKW.  Other 
commitments made it virtually impossible for me to find time to get on 
air.  
 
Time to look at the all important results table. 
 
It is very heartening to see so many entrants in this year’s SKW. 
 
Congratulations to: G4LHI, G3JFS, and KN0WCW, kindly activated by 
Stan, K4UK. 
Certificates to all three in due course. 
 
Summing up SKW 2011. 
Once again the event has provided members/non-members alike with an 
enjoyable week of operation.  
 
It was/is gratifying to receive entries from our friends from FISTS NA and 
FISTS EA, making the week a truly international event.  
 
A mention to Stan, K4UK who was active with KN0WCW 10000 during 
the week. 
A mention too must go to Nao, JO3HPM who had activated FISTS EA na-
tional call JL3YMV 15000. 
 
It’s time to close SKW for another year. 
I look forward to hearing from you in 2012. 
 

Brasspounder October 2011 Issue #67 

Welcome to the October edition of BP. 
 
As I prepare this offering for publication, I'm in the throes of getting the 
2012 activity calendar finalised for all to peruse. 
 
As the end of 2011 comes on the horizon, I'm thinking of the sad losses 
to the society over the year.  To name but two, Dawson, G3AHS and last 
month the passing of Jimmy G3HBN.  I've had the pleasure of meeting 
both G3AHS and G3HBN on air; as time goes by, more and more of our 
respected members sadly become SK and noticed by their absence on 
air. 
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The contributions made by all of the society’s members (for that matter 
all amateurs) will be sorely missed by present and future users of this 
marvellous medium. 
 
Some big scores in the ladder this month. 

 
Band condx being favourable has meant that many have amassed excel-
lent scores and their list of countries worked has swelled.  Long may it 
continue. 
 
Finally, I've decided not include the 
FSA in the 2012 activity calendar.  It 
has been an interesting exercise, and 
something I may re-activate in the 
future. 
 
You may recall that the FOTA Award 
(Fist on the Air) encompasses the 
FSA.  It will be included in the said 
award till the FSA’s end on the 31st 
December 2011.   
 
That's all from me for another 

CALL Oct TOTALS CLASS FISTS 

G4LHI 362 362 A EU 

OH7QR 290 290 A EU 

IK2RMZ 183 183 A EU 

JO3HPM 174 174 A EA 

PA3AFF 78 78 A EU 

SV0XBN/9 55 55 A EU 

MX5IPX(c) 54 54 A EU 

G3ZOD 46 46 A EU 

K4UK 11 11 A NA 

HB9DEO 13 13 A  

Four Seasons: Winter 2011 

CALL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT TOTAL POWER 

G4LHI 28 37 34 20 34 23 23 39 31 41 310 QRO 

OH7QR 27 27 19 22 26 19 22 36 31 40 269 QRO 

M6PHL 20 25 28 15 29 23 30 34 22 26 252 QRO 

PA3AFF 13 8 10 17 16 17 7 18 17 18 141 QRO 

M0DRK 0 22 19 10 16 14 10 10 5 20 126 QRO 

2E0JYK 10 12 12 0 19 14 12 14 10 12 115 QRO 

G0DUB 4 16 17 11 0 17 4 13 16 10 108 QRO 

G3ZOD 5 18 18 4 6 12 1 12 17 12 105 QRO 

MX5IPX(c) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 16 24 58 QRO 

G0BAK 9 24 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 QRO 

2E0TEK 17 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 QRO 

G0DDX 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 8 22 QRP 

Ladder: January—October 2011 
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Club Sales 
 
Enamelled Club badges Leather Key Ring   
£2 inc. UK delivery £2 inc. UK delivery 
 
 
Vinyl car window stickers  £1 inc. UK delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Note: these are printed in reverse so they 
can be stuck on the inside of a window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom QSL Cards £20 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery. 
You provide your own design for the front (front below is a sample only). 

For more club items and how to order, see overleaf! 

month.  
 
With Christmas looming on the horizon many of us will 
be diverting our attentions to the festive season. 
 
So I hope you all find time to play at CW. 
 
Till next time; Keep well.  Keep pounding brass.  73.  
M0BPT. 
 
For longer versions of the newsletters and results, please see 
fists.co.uk/results. 

Rob M0BPT 
Activities Manager 

http://fists.co.uk/results


Club Sales — continued from previous page 
 
Standard QSL Cards  £8.50 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery 

FISTS CW Course  £3.50 inc. UK delivery / 
£4.50 inc. delivery to Europe / DX please ask. 
 
The FISTS CW Course is a Morse code train-
ing package suitable for beginners and im-
provers.  It comprises: 
 The well known K7QO course on CD to 

learn the code (including files containing 
the texts sent). 

 Two practice CD's made by our own Mary 
G0NZA, which are great for people that 
want to improve from the 12 wpm level. 

 An A5 booklet with forty-odd pages that 
includes all the texts for Mary's disks. 

 
This package is a real help to anyone who is learning Morse code and we 
are very happy to be able to offer it. 
 
We would like to thank Chuck K7QO and Mary G0NZA for allowing FISTS to produce 
these disks. 
 
Ordering 
Orders for club Items can be paid for by cheque drawn on a UK bank 
made out to FISTS or PayPal.  (For credit or debit card, see the website.) 
Please include your name, address and details of what you are ordering! 

Anne Webb sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5RF Tel. 01902 338973 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/memberssales.html
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk

