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FISTS Who’s Who? 
 
Many members that I  meet at rallies often comment on they have no idea of who 
does what and so don't know who to contact for their questions. I Hope this helps. 
 
Editor: Paul Webb  M0BMN   E-mail paul@fists.co.uk   Contact Details:- 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton   WV4 5RF     Tel : 01902 338973    
 
If you have any comments on the content or distribution of Keynotes then I’m your 
man! Also if you need info about Rallies that we are attending or if you have any 
articles for publication. 
 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary     
John Griffin M0CDL E-mail John@fists.co.uk 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 
 
If you have questions about subs due or membership applications the please con-
tact John for help. 
 
Activity Manager: Robert Walker M0BPT Email Activitys@fists.co.uk    
125, Devereux Road,  
West Bromwich.   
B70 6RQ. 
 
Any comments and feedback about any of the Activities that FISTS  run or informa-
tion for inclusion in  the contests and activities section of the newsletter can be sent 
to Rob. 
 
QSL Manager: Chuck  Spence M0AVW E-mail  m0avw1@ntlworld.com 
Contact Details:- 
32 Woodford Walk 
Harewood Park 
Thornaby.  
 TS17 0LT    
 
 QSL cards and questions about the FISTS QSL Buro should be addressed to 
Chuck that looks after the Sub managers for different calls 
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News Group / Forum Manager M0BLT 
Mark  Waldon   E-mail forum@fists.co.uk 
 
Mark looks after the Yahoo group FISTS and can help with any problems you 
may have with accessing the forum or issues arising from it. 
 
Club Sales Officer: Anne Webb  Email Sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  
WV4 5RF 
 
If your looking for club badges, QSl cards ,car stickers etc Annes your Man, err 
Woman Hi. 
 
There are other people that help with the running of FISTS. 
We have a number of QSL Sub managers  that are working hard in the back-
ground to keep fists alive and well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To all Eu &Dx members if you wish to receive any qsl cards from stations you 
have worked, could you please send postage either UK£ US$ or Euro to 
M0AVW. 
Best 73's  Chuck. 
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G4's. 
Mr Jim Steel - M0ZAK 
6 CENTRAL AVENUE 
Shepsted 
LE12 9HP 

G3's 
Mr Grant Merrils - G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley 
S73 9RE 

G2's,G8's,G5's etc 
Mr Rob Walker - M0BPT 
125 Devereux Road 
West Bromwich  
B70 6RQ 

G0's 
Mr Selwyn Auty 
3 Rochford Cres 
Boston 
PE21 9AE 

M0's, M5's, M3's 2E0's etc 
Mr Glenn Waring - M0AYI 
7 Tynedale Terr 
Annfield Plain 
Stanley 
Durham 
DH9 7TZ 

Wales & SWL 
Mrs Mandy Spence 
32 Woodford Walk 
Thornaby 
Cleveland 
TS17 0LT   
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Subscription Information 
 
A number of members have contacted me to ask the amount to pay for their an-
nual subs, and what by what methods they can make payment. 
 
As you may be aware we are attempting to bring all subscriptions in line with a 
1st April renewal date, this means that  if your subscription is due before next 
April we will adjust the amount you pay to bring you in line with a April renewal, 
you will not be asked to pay anymore than the standard yearly subscription and 
the simple table below should tell you what to pay, if you do have any problems 
please feel free to call me ,( or email/write if you wish) and I will sort it out for 
you.  
 
Subscription due between ; 
 
Aug –Nov 07   Pay either £3  & renew April 08, or £9 & renew April 09 
Dec 07-Feb 08   Pay either £1.50 & renew April 08, or £7.50 & renew April 09 
Mar– May 08   Pay £6 and renew April each year. 
June-July 08    Pay £4.50 and renew April 09 
Aug– Nov 08   Pay £3 and renew April 09 
 
Payments can be made the good old way of cash or check (made payable to 
FISTS) and sent to The membership sec , M0CDL (address on previous page) 
 
Or if your feeling all modern we can take PayPal payments to subs@fists.co.uk 
but what ever way you pay please include your fists membership number with 
the payment. 
 
Any overpayments will be considered a donation and are always very gratefully 
received ! 
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Welcome to the 20th Anniversary  Keynote! 
 
Yes its been 20 years since Geo founded FISTS , and over the 20 years we 
have grown into a club with 1000’s of members and chapters around the world. 
Yes there have been times that the club as been suffering and appeared close 
to closure but now its clear that the club is stronger and ready to take on the 
next 20 years ! Lets all do our bit to help the club grow and I would ask all mem-
bers to “join a friend” if they can, we all know people that are interested in CW 
and if we all could get just one person to join we would have a huge increase in 
membership and that would be great news. (membership form in the back of this 
newsletter) 
 
Now I hope that you all have had a good summer, even if you did get wet!, I can 
not recall a wetter summer. Its been rain rain rain, the workshop I fitted out last 
year as been flooded a couple of times and is still damp, I just hope when its all 
dried out that the cupboards I built are ok. 
 
Well I told you I was waiting to get my results from University and I am now glad 
to say that I ended up with a BSc (Hons) First Class, and my final project , Wire-
less Sensor Networks, received a Award from the British Computer Society. I still 
have to go to my graduation ceremony which will be in mid Sept but I have now 
at least finished all my studies and can concentrate more on FISTS and radio. 
 
Last edition I told you I was thinking of buying a FT-920 for the shack , well  that 
deal fell though and so I was left holding my cash, well it didn't take long before 
it burnt a hole in my pocket and I had to order the new Elecraft K3, I ordered a 
K3/100 with the inbuilt ATU and a number of filters, by the time this newsletter 
gets to you I had hoped to have it in the shack, I , like a few more members, 
placed a pre-order and should be getting one of the first 200 produced K3’s but 
Elecraft have pushed back the dispatch till around now, Mine together with a 
KX1, K1 and K2/100DSP will be on display at the Rochdale QRP rally later this 
year so if you want a look before you order one come and say hello at the rally 
 
Talking of rallies, we attended the Elvastion castle rally (see separate article in 
this edition) and had a great day. just a shame it wasn't a little warmer but we 
still saw around 40-50 members and got around a dozen new members. 
 
I understand the UK newsletter is now reproduced and sent to our American 
members too which is great news and let me welcome any “across the pond” 
readers to the UK Newsletter and say your input would also be most welcome. 
Last edition we suffered from having blank Sheets in some members copies, this 
was a problem with the printer which I hope is now sorted so sorry if you where 
effected . 
Anyway on with the rest of the newsletter and I hope you enjoy it. 
 
Regards Paul Webb M0BMN. 
 



Key WT 8 Amp – Identify your key(s)! 
by Tony Smith G4FAI  
 
Morse operators or key collectors who have examples of the Key WT 8 Amp 
must have wondered at times about the original use(s) of this key which comes 
in many versions. An article by Jim Lycett G0MSZ, in the Spring 1992 issue of 
Morsum Magnificat, the now defunct Morse magazine, described a number of 
these variations and provoked widespread interest in the subject. 
 
Following Jim's article, I invited MM readers round the world to send me details 
of their own Keys WT 8 Amp and as a result discovered that over 100 versions 
were made by over 30 makers in six countries including the USA. All the infor-
mation gained in this survey was published in three articles containing a wealth 
of detail covering all versions from the original No.1 key, dated c.1925, onwards.  
 
These articles have now been consolidated into a single document together with 
supplementary information from other sources and it is hoped that this new pres-
entation will help collectors and users identify their Keys WT 8 Amp and provide 
useful and interesting information about them. 
 
The original articles were: 
 
The Ubiquitous Key WT 8 Amp by Jim Lycett G0MSZ, Morsum Magnificat, Spring 1992. 
Key WT 8 Amp, Worldwide Survey Results, by Tony Smith G4FAI, Morsum Magnificat, June 
1993. 
Key WT 8 Amp, Further Information, by Tony Smith G4FAI, Morsum Magnificat, Christmas 
1994. 
Key WT 8 Amp, Final Instalment, by Tony Smith G4FAI, Morsum Magnificat, February 1997. 
Keys for the Wireless Set No.19 (Canada & USA), by Chris Bisaillion VE3CBK, Morsum Mag-
nificat, April 1996. 
Key WT 8 Amp No2 – Specification, by Tony Smith G4FAI, Morsum Magnificat, September/
October 2001. 
 
The consolidated document can be downloaded from the website of Zyg Nilski 
G3OKD, the last editor and publisher of MM, at www.g3okd.co.uk/   - click on 
“Morsum Magnificat” then “Previous Articles” to find it.   
 
Sadly, Morsum Magnificat is no longer available. Originally published in Dutch, 
the first English language issue was dated Autumn 1986 and the final issue, No. 
89, was published in March 2004. It is still missed by many Morse enthusiasts 
around the world who were contributors to, as well as readers of, this unique 
magazine.  
 
73, Tony G4FAI. (FISTS 029) 
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Some of the keys covered in the survey. 
Thanks Tony  I’m sure many readers will find this information useful. 
 
I recently received an email from Dennis G4CQI 
 
Dear Paul , 
                 I am sure Geo would be pleased with the Key note I received today. I 
read it from cover to cover but was inspired by the article by Ray to sit down and 
put my halfpence into the subject  of learning morse. 66years have passed since 
I first started to master it myself at the age of 15 so that I could get accepted into 
the navy at 17 and a half years to train as a w/t  operator 
Stay with me ,  this is not another old salts tale but very relevant to the problems 
of learning morse. Many years later I find myself teaching morse to Sea Cadets 
but to my horror at short intervals find myself missing letters at 5wpm . What to 
do ? I decided on the very dangerous course of self analysis . Not to be recom-
mended hi 
 
              1, As I passed out at 22 wpm there was no reason why my brain should 
not be capable of receiving Morse symbols and transferring them to paper. 
 
                2,  At that time was not losing my faculties hi . 
 
                3, So it must be me 
 
In those days computers had started to be a subject of  conversation in the club 
and I asked a member who actually had one if he could make an audio tape of 
30wpm 5 letter groups for me . He very kindly did .  Why , you might ask ? 
I decided I had lost my confidence in receiving morse , so it was no good to 
have it reaffirmed by receiving morse that hitherto I could receive , and occa-
sionally fail at it, at 30 wpm I knew I could not possibly receive it apart from the 
odd letter now and again  so no recriminations on lapses in reception could oc-
cur. 
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Remembering the stories of the big liner radio officers who could take down fast 
Morse and hold a conversation at the same time, I decide to emulate Walter 
Mitty and imagine myself as one .So every evening with an A4 lined pad and a 
fine pointed H pencil I sat down and imagined myself taking down 30 wpm . At 
the start of the exercise my pad was full of  wavy lines as I allowed the pencil to 
skim over the page in time with the Morse with the occasional minute letter ap-
pearing . I felt that it was important to remain completely relaxed and not be con-
cerned with the result of what the end of my pencil put down . 
 
 After a couple of months I realized that the escape into the shack every evening 
was a welcome relieve from the pressure I was under at work . In those days the 
powers that be had decided that the new international dialling service would  not 
generate much traffic so designed low calling rate equipment . We had to cope 
with the result. 
 
Time went on and I started to be able to compare my daily results and see that I 
was taking more down and what is more getting them right . 
 
I forget how many months it took me to more or less get all the audio tape 
down , but I do know I looked forward to my daily fix . It came to an abrupt end 
when my son recorded some jazz over it . 
 
I was involved in helping friends reach 12wpm and as a result of my experience 
in sorting myself out endeavoured  to persuade them to follow my example and 
just put a dot down if the symbol received does not immediately register, and ig-
nore any mistakes if they did manage to get a letter down. Regretfully over the 
years none of the lads I helped from scratch would accept my advice so pro-
gress was made in the normal way.  I am not a charismatic person , and if they 
wanted to do it the hard way I was happy to help them get their ticket and en-
joyed doing it. 
 
The last few years have  been spent 4 to 5 afternoons a week for half an hour 
on 2m fm getting a couple of o/ts up to speed  so they can be confident to go on 
HF. 
 
Peter joined the net in Jan 05 having tried and failed to master Morse when he 
was younger . He found it very difficult not to change the habits of a lifetime and 
not care about what the end of his pencil was putting on the paper. He managed 
it and now can  receive my 20 minutes of plain language as fast as I can send it. 
Not sure what speed it is but I have to use the old hand tremble to get the dits 
out. I can now say that my “hippy” method enables one to learn Morse without 
stress . Unfortunately ,  statistically,  one success  does not cut the parsnips 
as  they say , but at least my method will not die with me without seeing the light 
of day                     
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I am now waiting for an avalanche of letters pointing out that this method has 
been in use for years but I did not know about it , honest , 
 
Next thing is to suggest to my friends that they should join the club now that they 
will be going on HF  soon . 
  
                                                  Take  Care ,  72 , 73 s , 
                                                        Dennis   G4CQI . 
 
Thanks Dennis lets see how many letters you get! 
 
Heres another interesting email to find its way to me. 
 
Dear Paul, 
  
Please find enclosed a few shots taken in my shack. The operator & his keys.... 
The big aluminium box holds a long term project: a multi mode VHF transmitter. 
Used to run CW, DSB, FM and AM on 2m but when I replaced the home brew 
diode mixer by a commercial one I never got DSB (nor AM) working again. It's 
basis: a VFO from 11-13 MHz, mixed up to 144-146. Next project: a phasing 
SSB exiter following the VFO (at least for the lowest 500 kHz) as an IF for 2m 
(as it is now), 6m and, as soon as that band is allocated to us (the militaries are 
boss there now) 4m. The smaller box on top is a small transceiver for 80m DSB 
& CW. 
  
The other group of keys & keyers is used on VHF/UHF, those Palm keyers are 
great when used with my IC's 202, 402 and 502 (2m, 70cm, 6m) and with the 
FT817 (changing speed without fiddling in the menu). 
 
Best 73 for now,  Robert PA9RZ  Fists #1377 
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Plea for Help! 
 
John asked me to include this in a attempt to identify this Mystery Key ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who made it ? Why the amazing  
design?    John G0RDO 

If you have any ideas let me know and I will pass it on to John.  Paul 

Elvastion Rally 2007 
 
We attended the Elvastion rally a few months ago and it was a great day. 

It was a early start, I was loading 
the car at around 4:30AM  ready for 
the day ahead, Picked john up at 
about 5 and headed off, once the 
stall was up and everything in place 
we decided to have a well earned 
cuppa , one problem, we didn't 
have any match’s , so let me thank 
the member whose name I didn't 
get that supplied us with a pack so 
we could get the kettle on! 
We met around 50 members and 
got around a dozen new members 
join us on the day .  

On the stall we had club badges, QSL cards, and key rings for sale along with 
my range of CW Transceivers (all Elecraft of course) a 7m fishing pole with a 
length of wire acted as a make shift antenna that when connected to one of the 
radios gave us the nice sound of CW all day. All in all a great day that John and 
myself enjoyed and we will look forward to doing again.  
 
The next rally we will be at will be the Donnington Show so look out for that one 
and if you can please come and see us. The rally is over two days and we will 
be there for both. 
     

This mystery key has a most unique de-
sign! There is just one central pillar 
(instead of the regular two outer pillars) 
with a gap adjuster mechanism, and the 
main arm is literally designed around the 
pillar. The metal work is coated in black 
crackle finish paint, the base is ebonite. 
The large knob and skirt (suspiciously 
Marconi like) also appear to be ebonite. 
The spring tensioner is right at the back 
of the key. 
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KEYS 
By VK3DBD/G3SCD-David #3756 

 
Some years ago I never dreamt of using a paddle key. I had enough difficulty 
sending with a straight key!  Then in a silent key sale I acquired an Eddystone 
Bug.  This was a fascinating device - just to look at!   Of course I had read the 
history of these, they were a commercial failure but many folk must have used 
them!  After Eddystone ceased production, I believe another firm made several 
hundred. 
 
I didn't even have an electronic keyer in my shack, so the bug was purely deco-
rative. Later I added another bug key - a Mac Key. This you could turn on its 
side and use as a straight key too.   A Vibroplex came my way shortly after-
wards, Now this was a really posh instrument and I just had to get serious with 
it. My learned friends, the Old Timers, told me all about bugs.  (Opinions varied- 
"Sounds like good Jazz"   "distinctive sound, a pleasure to listen to" - "Awful 
things, you can always tell a bug” and so on. 
 
I mentioned these comments to an elderly friend who is now SK who was a pro-
fessional op in charge of a major coast station for many years (also a Ham of 
long standing).  He always used a bug, I had heard him on air often enough, and 
I didn’t know this!    "Ah" he said, "It needs to be properly set up”. Well I found 
out about this little known secret and did my best. As predicted, the Eddystone 
was not good, but the Vibroplex proved interesting indeed.  I never became par-
ticularly good at it. It was about then I acquired a radio with a built in keyer and a 
paddle key too.  They told me that learning to use a paddle was about the same 
effort as learning Morse code from scratch. Yes I think that's about right.  
 
Time passed by and several paddles were tried and tested and the Kent paddle 
probably became a favourite. Then I tried a friend’s Vibroplex paddle.  Now this 
was a different animal indeed.  I decided to make one and thus the Yackandan-
dah production line came into being. Using Vibroplex ideas, naturally - why re-
invent the wheel?  
 
I built something similar; using bits lying around and some Neodymium Iron Bo-
ron Iron magnets, the basis of the tension for the paddle arms.  It was a fair suc-
cess and over a period of time I built another, and another, each time changing 
small design features to try to improve.  What suits me may not suit all but I think 
I now have managed to construct a key with a degree of finesse.   The downside 
to all this paddle stuff is that I used the Vibroplex Bug as intended with my right 
hand; I then learned to use the Paddle with that hand. Now use of the paddle is 
virtually indelibly engraved on the part of my brain that controls the hand, and 
now I cannot use the Bug key........ 
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The Paddle ought to have been a left-handed choice. I'm working on the ambi-
dextrous idea!  
 
I still enjoy using a straight key of which I have several and often reach for that 
when QSP is needed or some special emphasis is called for.  
  
Here are photos of the Eddystone bug, one of my latest effort paddles,  some 
details of the bits as well as a picture of where it all takes place. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I wonder how many other members build there own keys? 
 
This article is reproduced from an article in FISTS DOWN UNDER and with their 
permission and that of  David . 
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C.W. a new ham’s approach to it? 
 
At the present time of writing this article I have noticed that there is a lot of arti-
cles saying that perhaps C.W. is old hat and on the way out, radcom etc. Per-
haps talking  to my new ham friends, many would say that C.W is ‘Old Hat ‘ and 
not really needed in this new amazing world of ours filled with data, FM, SSB 
etc. 
I wonder what Marconi would have made of this if he was still alive, I remember 
standing at cape cod in the USA, last year on holiday and thinking how amazing  
it must have been to send that message to our king in cw., and looking around 
at what was the radio station which has gone over the years. CW was and still is 
the forerunner for all radio used and seen in many films from past to present and 
many modern films including ads on TV now. 
 
I came to radio late in life, 40 hi but I always wanted to do something it just took 
me to turn 40 to do anything about it, now since progressing from an m3 I fell in 
love with cw, and wanted to progress, learn, digest, and hopefully use this mode 
to the best of my ability, but the first hurdle was to learn this mode. 
 
So looking around what was there for me, to perhaps learn this mode, I first 
started with the ARRL Compact disc’s which have the characters at 5wpm, I 
started to learn this with the cd’s in the car going and returning to work and 
round the house when I was doing work etc. Speaking to other ham radio ops 
and how they learned the “secret” I was always told the same thing practice, 
practice, then practice some more!!  
After driving myself literally mad and I mean literally driving myself mad, I started 
to try and find another way to achieve my goal.  
In November 2006 I had a chance meeting with a ham op, and dropped him an 
email to ask if he could guide me along this path. This ham radio op was G0ELZ 
Bill, after a few exchanges in emails, we agreed a date to progress with our jour-
ney and myself, Dave 2E0PLW, and Jim M3WID started on this chosen path.  
Now I have a degree in my career, and I have always tried to adopt a way that if 
something is worth learning then it is worth learning correct, and to the best of 
my ability. The plan was easy, or that is what I thought, every night at 20-00hrs 
local time we would meet on air on 2m then for 1 hour Bill would guide us 
through the evenings lesson, the first couple of months where learning the al-
phabet letters and their sounds, then after a few months came the numbers. 
Then a few procedural’s then we moved onto qso format and sending to each 
other. 
Was it easy HELL no! was it worth it HELL yes, at times I again drove myself 
crazy, I remember listening to different things, noises, music, TV ads and hear-
ing cw! My XYL , Paula, must have felt like she was living with a lunatic all I did 
for 9 months was talk, dream and do cw, it became my life, and at times I won-
dered if the was a clinic for hams that where suffering from withdrawal to cw!!!! 
 
. 
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        It is now July 2007 and up to the present date I have had 63 qso’ s on hf in 
cw, it may not seem a lot to some people but I am still learning I still try to get on 
2m with the gang at 20-00hrs to increase my speed. I am no way fast at the mo-
ment I am receiving at about 11-13wpm but I can send up to 17wpm, which I try 
not too because when they come back to me at that speed I usually fall off my 
chair hi.   
 
      My purpose for writing this article is for many reason’s, but to name a few is 
to thank all the on air HF qso’ s I have had and to thank them for their patience, 
to hopefully give other ham radio operators the hope and strength to learn this 
mode. It is not dead and will never be dead!  It is a great mode and when you 
call CQ for the first time it’s an amazing feeling when somebody comes back to 
you, with your call and you listen harder to see which part of the world you are 
getting to now.  
  
     And finally I would like to thank a great man, teacher, and now a great friend 
who guided myself, Dave 2E0PLW, and Jim M3WID, along this journey. Bill 
G0ELZ I feel we could never thank you enough for having the patience, skill, 
and having the trust in us for getting us through and near the end of the voyage 
never letting any of us drop back. Thanks Bill. See you all on the air soon, and if 
I say QRS please be patient, as someday in the future, I may be told by another 
ham to please qrs. 
 
 
Dave Lawson 2E0NCB July 2007.  
FIST number 12510 
 
 
Thanks Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
  Dave Lawson 2E0NCB 
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What do you think? 
 
I Have had a couple of telephone calls from Maurice (G4xxx) about the possibil-
ity of having a club badge made that have the members call sign under it, those 
of you that have bought one of our enamelled badges know that they are a very 
nice badge and I agree it would be nice if we could offer such a badge with the 
callsign of the member , the RSGB have done this for some years but they can 
tell a badge maker that they expect a high qty of sales but us on the other hand 
can not make such a promise, this means that if we can find a company that 
would make these new badges they would most likely be expensive ( over £10 a 
badge I would guess, buts its only a guess!)  what Maurice and myself would 
like to know is what do you, the members think? Do you want a club badge with 
your callsign on? If so what sort of price would you be prepared to pay?  
Maurice has also spoken to me about other club sale items such as Mugs, T-
Shirts etc which all could be provided if the demand from members is there so 
please get in touch and let me know and I will pass on your thoughts to Maurice. 

 
   G4FZS  (Maurice) in his shack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s a Note a received from David vk3dbd  
 
Hi Paul 
 
David 3756 here,    I'.m in UK now and expect to be firing up the old call G3SCD 
any time now, possibly on 80/40/30 and maybe 20m 
when opportunities occur..  
 
 Just got to make up some wire ants as due to a string of circumstances the di-
poles I left here last year together with the nice 20 amp PSU and possibly a few 
other goodies I've not missed yet, were sent to the tip........ 
 
   Look fwd to hearing few of you folk pounding the brass,  
 
 73 David 
 
Welcome to the UK David, I hope you take part in the Ladder and other 
events. 
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Time for a new feature Members Personal Profiles 
This edition we have John M0TIF 
I got in to amateur radio through my keen interest of electronics which devel-
oped at the age of 10 when my uncle brought me an electronic project kit for 
Christmas. No soldering you simply followed the project instructions and con-
nected the components to little springs. I recall hours and hours of making all the 

available projects 
with a great feeling 
of satisfaction 
when they worked. 
One project that 
sticks firmly in my 
mind was a Morse 
trainer; I ran a wire 
across the alley-

way to a friend’s house next door trying, mostly unsuccessfully, to communicate 
by Morse! Little did I know that I would eventually become a keen operator in 
Morse. This simple electronic kit lead to more elaborate projects of my own such 
as crystal sets, radios, Hi-Fi amplifiers, tuners etc; though in the early days my 
experiments were somewhat dangerous. I recall connecting a microphone, large 
loud speaker and the mains supply in series creating a very loud buzz, bright 
flash lots of smoke before plunging the house into darkness. Being lucky to get 
away with it, (death by electrocution or my parents!) I have treated high voltage 
with great respect ever since!        
 
My parents had a valve Echo bakelite radio with short wave 
bands. It was their pride and joy, and definitely not for kids to 
play with but of course I did manage to sneak the occasional 
quick tune around picking up shipping but I don’t ever remem-
ber hearing any amateur radio stations. I guess it did not 
cover the ham bands so it was not until much later I even heard about ham radio 
unfortunately. 
 
My early fascination in electronics ultimately lead to a career in radio and TV 
servicing with 3 different companies. It was at my last company way back in 
1974 I noticed the service manager’s Volvo car had an unusual aerial and one 
lunch time saw him talking to someone on a radio. I asked a few questions and it 

turned out he was using a 2M Icom transceiver working 
through the local west London repeater. I received every 
encouragement to get in to Amateur Radio, and was 
loaned an AR88 receiver. Now I could  hear hams all over 
the world. This was Amateur radio and I was very much 
hooked. The service manager responsible was George 
Ellery call sign G3BIT and we remain very close friends to 

this day. I will always be grateful to him for the introduction of such a diverse and 
very fascinating hobby.  
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In 1976 I took the original RAE and failed the second part, the exam consisted of 
questions and a blank piece of paper as an answer sheet, I personally found this 
style of exam very difficult and it put me off trying again for many years until the 
much easier (in my view) multiple choice C&G arrived in 1995. At this time I 
joined Ron G3NCL (sadly now SK) and his wife Shirley for RAE training at the 
Chesham Radio Club and took the RAE, Ron and Shirley did a great job I will 
always be grateful to them for the distinctions I achieved in both parts of the 
RAE and my first B class licence with call sign M1BFS.  

 
I then found the fascination of 
Morse code and decided to learn 
5 words a minute to achieve a 
class A/B licence. Firstly lessons 
with Ron G3NCL then transfer-
ring to Milton Keynes club with 
Bill G0GTU, Sean G4UCJ and 
Matt M0BUP, it took me 2 years 
to finally archive a class A/B 
5wpm pass at a Pickets Lock 
rally giving me the call sign 
M5AGQ, 4 months after that I 
passed the 12wpm class A li-

cence at Bletchley Park with the current call sign M0TIF. Soon after that became 
an official Morse Examiner for the RSGB.  
 
I love everything about the hobby but up front for me is construction and Morse 
Code, I also enjoy, packet, ATV, SSB, HF QRP /P, using FM repeaters mobile. 

 
  Johns Keys (you have good taste John , the 
pump key cant be beaten! ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johns PIC -A-STAR on the work bench. 
 
 
 
Thanks John , great start for a new feature. Now any other members that 
are feeling brave can send me in an article of around 500-600 words with a 
few photos, come on be brave! 



Theodore Who 
 
Being a CW Enthusiast has given me the opportunity to look at Morse in many 
different ways, quite often I am looking at ways of improving my CW Morse 
along with my receiving and sending ability, 
But more often these days I find myself also taking a look at the historical side of 
the mode, this has now given me better understanding of the vast use of Morse 
code in the past, from its very early use within the Railways system, the Military 
and its structure, and to look at the immense workloads that were undertaken 
with its daily use within almost every office throughout the world. 
 
But it wasn’t always like that; I can say that at first I did not particularly like the 
mode! Of CW  
I think manly this was born out of fear, fear of what others may think of my send-
ing or receiving ability, or of what if they were to ask me a question?  
Would I, or could I respond with confidence? Most if not all my fears were un 
founded, and I was soon to find out that there were many people out there who 
were only too pleased to help me! And to share their skills and knowledge of this 
wonderful mode.  
 
Over the years there have been many enthusiastic people who have devoted 
much of their time and efforts so that we may share their thirst and knowledge of 
CW and its associated aids, so that we may have a better understanding of this 
captivating subject, 
And it is to this, through the Voice of the fists Keynote; I would like to pass on my 
sincere thanks, 
Thanks to such helpful and kind people, such people who would, and indeed did 
sacrifice family life and their time for the good of the hobby of the CW enthusi-
ast,  
The first person that comes to mind is Geo Longden G3ZQS founder and for-
mer editor of the Fists CW Key letter and who I am sure is sadly missed by all? 
Along with his excellent team that work within the structure of fists, and many of 
them still providing enthusiasm for us all today, this excellent and now! Recog-
nised world Morse enthusiasts supplement, this was to inspire and encourage 
me in my quest to understand the cw mode,  
 
Then there was such dedicated people as-   
Tony Smith G4FAI former editor of the Morsum Magnificate Morse Magazine, 
this wonderful international journal that was to fly the flag for the Morse enthusi-
ast, Tony a fists member who has done many articles in numerous radio ama-
teur magazines and books world wide, Tony would bring together material pro-
viding an invaluable source of interest, such items that would bring a reference 
and a record relating to the traditions and the practice of Morse, Style, shape 
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and Makers of keys, the Early Manufactures, key serial numbers  such items 
that would other wise be lost to posterity  
And also to Zyg Nilski G3OKD, who took over the same magazine as editor, I 
would often call at Zyg’s home in Shropshire, often unannounced, but he would 
always find the time to show me the latest of his historical keys or sounders that 
he had acquired from one source or another. But sadly this magazine was to 
cease in 2004 
 
Morsum Magnificate was first published 1983, by the Late PA0BFN, 
This was first published as a quarterly Magazine in Holland. 
Tony took over the Magazine and published and edited it in English from 1986 – 
1999, assisted by Geoff Arnold G3GSR, and they were to publish it six times a 
year, The aim of the magazine was to not only keep the spirit of the CW operator 
alive, but provide us with International coverage of all aspects of Morse telegra-
phy past present and the future, the magazine now falls into the category of a 
collectors item, and should you get the chance to acquire them, you would not 
be disappointed    
And it is through their efforts that I was to firstly to become familiar with Theo-
dore Roosevelt McElroy! 
 
Theodore who I hear some of you say!     
 
Born in Boston 1901, and named after Theodore Roosevelt President of the 
USA, as a youth He was not to keen on the name, he just loved to be called Ted, 
Ted started Work for the Western Union at the very young age of 14 yrs, 
He started work as a messenger boy carrying telegrams from office to office 
throughout the city, sometimes he was aloud to spend some time in some of 
these departments absorbing the sounds and clicks of the sounders and under 
the guidance of some of the Telegraphers, he was soon to pick up the American 
Morse that was in use at the time! 
 
But Ted was not just any ordinary lad,  
Before leaving school to start work in the city he had the ability to type at 150 
wpm; this was very much faster than his 7th grade school teacher, 
This skill of typing was soon to be at his advantage as all the Morse messages 
that were received by Telegraphers at the Telegraphers office were type written, 
soon his skills and abilities were soon to be recognised and by the age of 18 yrs 
Ted was running his own office as a wire chief at the Western Union, 
But Ted always seemed to have those itchy feet, and it is because of this he had 
a good number of jobs as radio telegrapher, such jobs as on Merchant navy ves-
sels, tugs, and offices, But shortly after the start of the first world war Ted was a 
little settled as a civilian telegrapher operator at camp Devin’s a USA Military 
Base, 
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Following the war Ted was to get that itchy feet feeling again, and went to work 
for the RCA, It was here that he was to learn the International Morse code as he 
transmitted Via wireless circuits to LCM, Stavanger in Norway, and to POZ, In 
Nauen Germany, But again that itch was to see him return to Boston and work 
once more for the Western Union 
In 1922 McElroy was to enter his first code copying contest, it is said that he was 
to win hands down at the winning speed of 56wpm, feat that is still quite impres-
sive today. 
 
But this was just the start for McElroy, from then on he was untouchable, the 
Western Union used this skill that he had to their advantage they had Ted doing 
Talks, Shows, and Demonstrations, and boy did Ted just love the attention he 
was given, He was a real showman, and a show off. 
He became well known as the worlds Champion radio telegrapher! And to en-
sure life long possession of the title this skilful showman was to win his last offi-
cial code copying competition at Asheville North Carolina in 1936, with the in-
credible copy of 77wpm. His record still stands today 
 
 
McElroy was a real showman as I said, and as the years past he would travel 
the country giving code copying demonstrations to show of his skills at all sorts 
of events, he just thrived on the attention that was paid to him, 
One of his so called party pieces to impress his audience was for him to stop in 
the middle of a high speed run, drink a class of water, or roll a cigarette and then 
to resume typing again without missing any of the sent text,  
In 1934 Ted was to start manufacturing his own style of keys, the first of his 
many designs was the MAC-KEY. The yoke, base and mainframe were a one 
piece casting, this was designed to help stop the need of frequent adjustments 
that was caused by vibrations caused by the action of keying,  
The key could also be turned on its side having locked the pendulum and used 
as a standard hand key, 
 
Ted went on to make a vast range of keys, like the Teardrop, the 600, and the 
super stream speed to name just a few.  Ted was also involved in another 
company that produce excellent Keys namely the CP500, he was part owner of 
the company the Telegraph Apparatus Co of Chicago ill, USA 
 
These keys are very collectable and I am very pleased to say that I have one 
amongst my collection, and some can cost many hundreds of pounds. Ted was 
to team up with G2NO Reginald Adams but that is another story, and hopefully 
I can enlighten you to Reg Adams and the Life he was to lead 
 
If you did not know about this world Champion Telegrapher you now have some 
idea who Theodore McElroy was! 
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So is it just possible that you have a little information? And that you could 
share some of your CW information with us? And to keep the spirit of working 
the key alive! go on tell us about that key, or paddle, or even ask  the question, 
does anybody know about a particular key, or what company made it, maybe 
you have a particular key! But don’t know what it is, it’s possible that one of the 
Fists members do 
 
Who knows we may find that as time progresses that keynote in its new style 
and format just may become a collectors item, with its information and data 
that would other wise be lost.  
 
But please keep your facts true, and the dates correct, as we are providing an 
invaluable source of interest, reference and record relating to the traditions and 
practice of Morse. 
 
Ray Bullock  
G0EML, Fists 3774. 
 
Thanks Ray, I learn something new ever edition!  

You may recall Alan's story about building the club Project transceiver. 
Well here is part 2 of his story . 

 
Something for the Holiday Part Two 

 
Our destination was Boulmer, a small fish-
ing village, on the Northumbrian coast , 
about 15 miles south of Holy Island. 
Curlew Cottage, lived up to expectations, 
the rear garden was 75 feet long and went 
right down to the beach. Perfect for radio 
and for enjoying walking on the local sec-
tions of the coastal foot path. 
A W3EDP style long wire fitted in nicely. I 
set up the station in the conservatory and 
as the weather was warm and sunny, 
moved out onto the patio, from where the 
antenna ran along a dry stone wall. With 
the L match ATU the long wire loaded well 
on 40M and 80M. 
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As a recap the station comprised an SW80, SW40, Bright LED SWR Indicator, 
L Match ATU, 12V 7Amp Gel battery and Straight army key. 
 
I logged seven countries around Europe, a few Fists and Gqrp club members, 
with a 9A2 being the best DX. Four of the QSOs were two way QRP. Signal re-
ports ranged from, to 339 to 569 not bad for 2 watts and a make shift antenna. 
The radio gear performed better than anticipated. 
 

                          
 
 
Would I have done any-thing different? Yes had two weeks instead of one.   

 
73s     Alan  G4GLV & Sue G0RKE 
 
Thanks Alan for letting us know that the Project transceivers are not just 
sitting on the shelf and are working FB. I have only just finished my 40m 
one but need to make a little ATU to go with it, but with my Windom it 
doesn't need one and really works well. At the moment Small wonder labs 
that supplied the kits are undergoing a rebuild of their premises and so 
have a large back log of orders, maybe next year we could look at repeat-
ing the project as many members missed out on a great little transceiver.  
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From The Membership Sec’ 
 
 
Hi All, I can’t believe how fast the months roll by! It only seems a few weeks 
since I put the last Membership list up for inclusion in to the summer edition of 
Keynote, 
 
 I wonder if the Members who unfortunately got court in the floods that devas-
tated parts of Hereford and Worchester, Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire at the 
end of July are up and running again? Some of the villages shown on the T.V. it 
was awful, people’s homes with up to six foot of dirty smelly flood water running 
though them! I hope that the insurance companies pay out! 
 
 Ok enough from me! Lets get on with the rest of the report! I’ll have the editor 
crossing half of this out! It’s my sad duty to inform you of the passing of Three 
members this time, the first is G3CMJ Reg Titt, his xyl said in her letter that Reg 
could no longer transmit but he had great pleasure in listening to Morse right up 
to the end, He learned the Morse as a school boy many years ago, The next 
S.K is Bryan G8AHU, and finally G3BOK Bill, his Grand daughter Sarah in-
forms me that she is going to study for the novice license and eventually apply 
for Bill’s Call sign I hope you join in with me in wishing her all to luck in the 
world, and hope she accomplishes the full licence and becomes a member of 
Fists, Our Thoughts and well wishes are with the families and friends of all the 
above.  
 
The editor and myself went to the Elvaston Castle rally on a meet and greet 
type of thing, the day before was hot and sunny so on the day of the rally we 
set off in tee shirts and shorts! As we got closer to the rally site the Wx got 
colder and almost autumn like! But what a day! We had a brilliant day with 
many members coming along to say hello, we had lots renewing and I think 
around ten new members joining up there and then,  
 
The Test your Morse station was a great talking point but not to be taken to se-
riously! Thanks to all who came along it was nice to put faces to callsigns, hope 
you can make it to the Leicester rally we will be there for the two days, look for-
ward to seeing you, 
 
(Leicester Rally 7th & 8th Sept ) 



The new members list: - 
 
 
12595 G4NNJ Allan    12596 2E0PIE Bob 
12597 M0SSR Steve    12598 2E1IDT Chloe 
12599 I2JJR Augusto    13200 ON4MAC Michel 
13201 IZ1CLB Matto    13202 M0RGC Glyn 
13203 G3YGJ Dave    13204 G4EDX John 
13205 G0CSK Pete    13206 G4DYP Vince 
13207 M5IAN Ian     13208 M0EAK Ron 
13209 EI6IZ Brendan    13210 G4AHO Ken 
13211 M3JFM Paul    13212 GM0GMN Jim 
13213 M0AKF Mervyn    13214 G3LHS Len 
13215 2E0GMU Gerry    13216 EA7GYE Mike 
13217 M3UFZ     13218 MW3ZXT Andrew 
 
Welcome to FISTS! Hope to hear you on the Bands. 
 
 
I had a couple of photo’s sent in by Vince G0CVH I hope you don’t mind Vince 
but I thought other members would like to see your well appointed shack! Nice 
to see the venerable FT 101 ZD along side the FT77 with all the accessories, 
the FT757GX I think it’s the mk 2, nice to see the Kenwood I think it’s the TS 
840 , and along the top shelf I see Yaesu sets I presume for 2m-6m-70cms, the 
other photo shows his Capco Magnetic loops for 10-20m and 30-40-80m very 
nice I’m sure our own Rob M0BPT will find these very interesting,  
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, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So many thanks Vince,  with that it’s 73’s from me and please come along and 
say hello at the rallys  
 
John M0CDL Memb’Sec .. 
 
CW FOREVER 

 
By Jim Hatherley 
WA1TBY   7/4/85 
 

You must have, at times, thought into the 
past, 
Where some things go out, while others last, 
What comes to my mind is the Old Morse 
Code, 
That has weathered the storms from any 
abode, 
 
To talk with ones fingers, is surely an art, 
Of any info you care to impart, 
In most conditions the signals get thru, 
While the same about phone is simply not 
true, 
 

 
He knows he’s doing something unique, 
(In such conditions, that’s quite a feat!) 
To roger the message that came off the air, 
These brass pounders sure do have a flair, 
 
They say that Morse ops are a dying breed, 
But don’t despair, there’s always that need, 
That when conditions get rough for the new automation, 
Be rest assured, there’ll be need for your station, 
 
CW is dying? Believe it never, 
This mode will be ‘round forever and ever, 
But one thing is sure, what we really need, 
Is to relay our knowledge to the younger breed, 
 
To carry the torch, long after we’re gone, 
To send Morse Code thru the air like a song, 
When at last, Silent Keys pull that final lever, 
We can rest in peace, it’s CW forever. 



MEMBERS MUSINGS 
 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION FROM THE FISTS REFLECTOR 

 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw 

 
A big hello to everyone once again and my doesn’t time fly?? I can’t believe it 
was time to start tapping away on the keyboard and throw a few words together 
for the next Keynote!! The next thing you know we’ll all be caught up in the mad 
rush for Christmas!! Where does that time go? 
 
Ok first off, my thoughts are with anyone in the UK who may have may have 
been caught up in and suffered during the recent floods up and down the country. 
For those unaware we’ve had a washout of a summer here in Blighty, with June 
and July being very wet indeed!! Fingers crossed though, August is kicking off 
quite well, with the sun finally showing his face!! 
 

 
ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN, EASTERN, SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN 
FRONT!!! 

 
Well I have to say that things have gone a little quiet on the “reflector” front at the 
moment, with not the usual flurry of activity!! I hope it’s all down to everyone hap-
pily tapping away on the key and not finding time to take part! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS STAN – K4UK 

 
I must add this from the list as I think it’s a marvellous achievement! 
 
Fellow FISTS members: 
 
My Log Book # 1 shows my first amateur radio contact was made on July 
11, 1947 
with 
Frank, W8AGF in Cleveland Heights, Ohio U.S.A. My call then was W8AVT. 
 
73, Stan - K4UK ( Ex - W8AVT & K4IKF ) 
 
Nice one Stan. I bet you’ve seen many changes with radio over the last 60 years! 
Once again congratulations and here’s to a few more years of you tapping away 
on the key!! 
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A LITTLE HELP REQUIRED - ARCHIVE KEYNOTES 
 

Ralph – ZL2AOH is looking for a little assistance from members if possible –  
 
It's twenty years since Geo G3ZQS founded FISTS. I am doing a bit of 
research and wondered if any members have stored away copies of UK 
Key 
Notes from 1987 to 1993. 
 
If you are able to help, please contact me so can discuss how I might 
get access. 
 
Vy 73 de 
Ralph  ZL2AOH 
 
Now some of us do tend to hoard things!! So if you can help, please contact 
Ralph or one of the FISTS gang mentioned in the Keynote and we’ll pass it on. 
 

FASTEST KEY SPEED? 
 

A little bit of a poser this one. Perhaps somebody out there may have the an-
swer? 
 
To answer a question raised on http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
KochMorse/ 
and my own curiosity. 
What is the fastest speed currently being sent on a straight key? 
 
Yes I plugged FISTS :-) 
73 de David  M0XDF / FISTS #12575 
 
This one may get the “little grey cells” working!! Anybody know the answer? 
 

SEE YOU SOON 
 

Ok gang, that’s the fill for this month. Slightly slimmer pickings than normal, but 
all the same members are using the reflector how they see fit. This includes 
posting dates of special event stations, times when operators are going to be 
on air, holiday and /P operations, even how to wire a particular key or identifica-
tion of an unknown key! This is what it’s all about! Some good advice can be 
sought and many things aired and discussed! Stop by and have a “nose” if you 
haven’t already done so! 
Cheers for now, 
73, Mark - BLT 
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For those within FISTS who enjoy a challenge. 
 
Welcome. 
 
It doesn’t seem five minutes since I was preparing the previous round up of Brass-
pounder. 
It’s been an eventful few months. Band conditions, our wonderful British weather. 
(I’ve not heard from any participant regarding the flooding throughout our nation, so 
lets hope that none of us have fallen victim to the atrocious conditions we’ve seen 
on national television) 
 
 I’ve regretfully taken the decision to remove the QRS Activity from the challenge 
calendar due to lack of interest from members. Thanks to the few members, both 
new and not so new who did support the activity. 
 
The FISTS Sponsored EUCW QRS Party took place during April. From Monday the 
23rd to Friday the 27th to be exact. The event was certainly better supported this 
year than last. Condx were awful but nevertheless, the gritty spirit of participants 
came through and people soldiered on and some good results came through. For 
me, the most rewarding news of the week occurred when I received a log from 
Harald, DL1HW. Who used the party week as a platform for his first “On Air” CW 
QSO. This what he had to say in an earlier email. 
 
“Once I'd overcome the nervousness and fear to call "CQ QRS" and after finishing 
the QSO completely sweating all over, now in the subsequent QSO's it is much 
easier. So the QRS Party was the perfect platform for a "Kick-off" which brought 
me on air much earlier than without. Next year I'll be there again and probably have 
the chance to help any other newcomer with lots of patience as I received this 
year” 
 
Harald asked me to thank the YL’s and OM’s who were patient and understanding 
during his party week QSO’s. I’ve assured him that EUCW and non-EUCW mem-
bers would have been only too pleased to have given him the patience and reas-
surance required. I had decided, on hearing this news, to create a new award; and 
present Harald With a “Newcomers Award” Recognising his achievement during 
the party week. I shall now sponsor this new award to anyone who uses the Party 
week to go on air for the first time with CW. 
To have just one new entrant join the ranks of CW operation makes the party week 
worthwhile. Page 27 



On to the results for 2007. The class “A”. (QRO). Section. Was won by Martin. 
IK2RMZ. (AGCW-DL) With a score of 114. Peter. G4LHI (FISTS) came in second 
with a score of 98. Ray. G0EML (FISTS) came in third position with a score of 64. 
 
The Class “B”. (QRS). Section was won by Peter. G3JFS. (FISTS) with a phe-
nomenal score of 115! Peter managed to beat the QRO Winners score! He sent me 
this report with his log. 
 
“Altogether I made 115 contacts with 34 countries and 4 continents.  I should have 
made more but missed a day as I forgot about it on the Monday.  Conditions were 
atrocious and I think I must have had a moment of madness when I decided to op-
erate with QRP.   80m was good in the evenings and I had some long contacts 
there.  The other bands were not so helpful and many contacts really were hard 
work.  QSB was very noticeable so often it was a case of waiting for a signal to 
peak and then making an exchange of necessary info before it went down into the 
noise again. Here is a summary of countries worked:   
 
Band  80   40   30   20  17  15  12   10   2  
DXCC     12   14   13    7    2    1    1     1    1  
 
Best dx was VE1 and WB2 on 40m, 4K6 and K8 on 20m, and EA8 on 17m.  Only 
33 contacts were with EUCW club members but not all of these were taking part in 
the party. 
 
G3JFS Stn: Rig:  IC706 with 4 watts output.  Antennas – a bent 120 ft end tuned 
with a Smartuner in the garden shed or a 40 m doublet with tuned feeders” 
 
Adriaan, PA0ATG (BENELUX-QRP) came second with 16. And Robi. HB9DEO 
(HTC) came third with 10. 
 
Only one entrant in the Class”C” (SWL).  
Ullmar Qvick SM5-1252 who received the Class “C” Certificate. 
 
“Most Readable Morse” (MRM). The outright award went to Peter, M5ABN (FISTS). 
With shared awards going to G0EML, G4LHI, and OH7QR (All FISTS). 
Lots more nominations were received, but the nominees failed to send in a log 
which disqualifies them from entrance to the MRM Section.  
 
As ever, thanks to all who supported the event. Hope that you’ll be active during 
2008 for the next EUCW/FISTS QRS Party. 
 
I’ve received images of some of the award recipients with their certificates. 
 Nice to see a face from behind the key.  
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    IK2RMZ                        G3JFS                  
          

             G4LHI       HB9DEO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DL1HW       SM5-1252  
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Lets take a look at the results tables for the past months. Listed in lead order from 
top to bottom.  

Firstly the activity ladder.  
 
CALL                  Jan      Feb       Mar    Apr     May    June   

 
 

And now the G3ZQS WARC Challenge 
 
 
CALL               Jan        Feb       Mar      Apr      May     June     

 
 

G4LHI 33 40 47 39 33 34 
M5ABN 35 46 44 43 28 21 
IK2RMZ 4 11 20 19 16 24 
G6GUN 26 30 32 0 0 0 
2E0TEK 8 0 14 24 12 21 
GM4WZL 0 0 21 35 8 8 
M0DRK 13 8 10 12 0 13 
OH7QR 14 4 16 6 7 8 
2E0AYQ 9 0 10 0 0 0 
M0JRQ 0 0 4 2 0 2 
G8XGQ 6 0 0 0 0 0 
PA1SOP 6 0 0 0 0 0 
PA3AFF 0 0 0 2 0 0 

F2YT 431 575 0 0 0 0 
G4LHI 149 131 119 187 124 137 
K4UK 55 99 30 97 49 34 
IK2RMZ 106 73 91 147 148 108 
OH7QR 59 68 115 30 30 35 
W4YE 26 28 14 42 18 54 
W4FCR© 0 2 1 0 18 83 
K4ORD 4 20 21 16 6 21 
DL1GBZ 0 0 0 46 57 22 
KA3NZR 5 24 7 27 9 8 
SM0PMJ 0 0 0 0 30 63 
2E0TEK 16 0 23 16 0 0 

F2YT 431 575 0 0 0 0 
G4LHI 149 131 119 187 124 137 
K4UK 55 99 30 97 49 34 
IK2RMZ 106 73 91 147 148 108 
OH7QR 59 68 115 30 30 35 
W4YE 26 28 14 42 18 54 
W4FCR© 0 2 1 0 18 83 
K4ORD 4 20 21 16 6 21 
DL1GBZ 0 0 0 46 57 22 
KA3NZR 5 24 7 27 9 8 
SM0PMJ 0 0 0 0 30 63 
2E0TEK 16 0 23 16 0 0 

G4LHI 33 40 47 39 33 34 
M5ABN 35 46 44 43 28 21 
IK2RMZ 4 11 20 19 16 24 
G6GUN 26 30 32 0 0 0 
2E0TEK 8 0 14 24 12 21 
GM4WZL 0 0 21 35 8 8 
M0DRK 13 8 10 12 0 13 
OH7QR 14 4 16 6 7 8 
2E0AYQ 9 0 10 0 0 0 
M0JRQ 0 0 4 2 0 2 
G8XGQ 6 0 0 0 0 0 
PA1SOP 6 0 0 0 0 0 
PA3AFF 0 0 0 2 0 0 
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Also, a reminder that the SKW (Straight Key Week) is running during September. 
The 2nd to the 8th of September to be precise. 

Here’s a summary of the rules. 

 
Most of you will be aware that 2007 is the 20th year of FISTS. To mark the anniver-
sary I’m activating an challenge, which will appeal I hope to you the membership. 
Nothing too taxing, but enough to make you reach for your keys thinking; “I’ll have 
a go at that” 
 
During December, I hope you’ll join in with the FISTS EU 20-20 20th Anniversary 
Activity.  Take a look at the rules below, blow the dust off your keys and join in! 
That’s about all from me for this edition of Keynote, until the next time. 
Keep “Bashing the brass” 
 
73, Robert M0BPT 

DATES 0001 UTC on 2rd September to 2359 on 8th Septem-
ber 07. 

BANDS All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORING 5 points FISTS club stations, 3 points for a FISTS af-
filiated Club Station, 2 points for a Fist Member, 1 
point for a Non Member. 

EX-
CHANGE 

RST/NAME/QTH/FIST No or NM/DAY No. Sunday is 
Day 1 Monday is Day 2 and so on To Saturday as Day 
7. 

GENERAL All entrants must have used a straight Key for all 
their QSO’s but the worked station Does not have to 
use a straight key. PLEASE vacate or pass on the 
FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO’s or 
QSY off the calling frequency. NOTE, 

LOGS DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or 
NM/DAY No/POINTS. Any contact not showing the re-
quired return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. 
Formats excepted: Excel (Preferred) csv. MS Word. 
Notepad. Wordpad. Etc. 
Paper logs, or on Floppy disc, CD Rom are accepted 
as are photocopies of your logbook (Readable 
please) 

SEND TO: All entries can be received by post or E-mail to; 
m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 
R.D.Walker, 125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich.  
B70 6RQ. 

DATES 0001 UTC on 2rd September to 2359 on 8th Septem-
ber 07. 

BANDS All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORING 5 points FISTS club stations, 3 points for a FISTS af-
filiated Club Station, 2 points for a Fist Member, 1 
point for a Non Member. 

EX-
CHANGE 

RST/NAME/QTH/FIST No or NM/DAY No. Sunday is 
Day 1 Monday is Day 2 and so on To Saturday as Day 
7. 

GENERAL All entrants must have used a straight Key for all 
their QSO’s but the worked station Does not have to 
use a straight key. PLEASE vacate or pass on the 
FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO’s or 
QSY off the calling frequency. NOTE, 

LOGS DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or 
NM/DAY No/POINTS. Any contact not showing the re-
quired return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. 
Formats excepted: Excel (Preferred) csv. MS Word. 
Notepad. Wordpad. Etc. 
Paper logs, or on Floppy disc, CD Rom are accepted 
as are photocopies of your logbook (Readable 
please) 

SEND TO: All entries can be received by post or E-mail to; 
m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 
R.D.Walker, 125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich.  
B70 6RQ. 
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FISTS 20TH Anniversary  20-20 Contest Rules 
 
 
 

 
 

DATES

 

0001 1st December 2007 To 2359 31st December 2007. 
All times UTC. 
1.8MHz – 144MHz. 
Class “A” QRO Max TX Output 100w 
Class “B” QRP  Max TX Output 5w 
(LOGS must show Class of entry) 

CALL “CQ FISTS ” ON RECOMMENDED FISTS FREQUENCIES. 
(160m)1.818MHz-(80m)3.558MHz-(40m)7.028MHz-(30m)
10.118/10.128MHz-(20m)14.058MHz-(17m)18.085MHz-(15m)
21.058MHz-(12m)24.918MHz-(10m)28.058MHz-(6m)Any author-
ised CW Frequency-(2m)144.058MHz. 
(All frequencies +/- If working QRO be aware of the recognised 
QRP frequencies!) 

EXCHANGE

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Only Fists members will count for points in the activity. 
A member can only be claimed ONCE on each band. 
1 point for each member worked. (National club calls=5points. 
Affiliated clubs=3points) When you’ve worked 20 DIFFERENT 
members on a particular band you can double the points. (20 
points becomes 40 points) 
(If you decide to remain on that particular band, you must work 
another 20 DIFFERENT members before gaining double points 
again. Or move on to another band) 
At the end of the activity, you may count each band that you’ve 
worked 20 or more members as a multiplier. 
Example. M9XYZ works 30 members on 160m=50points. 20 
members on 80m=40points. 20 members on 40m=40points. 17 
members on 20m=17points. Total points=147 x 3=441points. 

LOGS

 

Excel. (Preferred) csv.MS Word. Notepad. WordPad. Etc. Paper 
logs, 1.44Mb floppy disc, CD Rom are accepted as are photo-

copies of your logbook (Readable please) 
SEND TO  Post: R.D.Walker 

125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich. West Midlands. 
 B70 6RQ (To be received no later than the 31st January 08) 

AWARDS Overall winner: (Most recorded points) Plaque with Call, Name, 
and Year. Etc. Engraved. 

Certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 

DATES 
TIMES 
BANDS 
POWER 
OUTPUTS 

0001 1st December 2007 To 2359 31st December 2007. 
All times UTC. 
1.8MHz – 144MHz. 
Class “A” QRO Max TX Output 100w 
Class “B” QRP  Max TX Output 5w 
(LOGS must show Class of entry) 

CALL “CQ FISTS ” ON RECOMMENDED FISTS FREQUENCIES. 
(160m)1.818MHz-(80m)3.558MHz-(40m)7.028MHz-(30m)
10.118/10.128MHz-(20m)14.058MHz-(17m)18.085MHz-(15m)
21.058MHz-(12m)24.918MHz-(10m)28.058MHz-(6m)Any author-
ised CW Frequency-(2m)144.058MHz. 
(All frequencies +/- If working QRO be aware of the recognised 
QRP frequencies!) 

EXCHANGE DATE-CALL-QTH-FISTS NR. 

GENERAL 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Only Fists members will count for points in the activity. 
A member can only be claimed ONCE on each band. 
1 point for each member worked. (National club calls=5points. 
Affiliated clubs=3points) When you’ve worked 20 DIFFERENT 
members on a particular band you can double the points. (20 
points becomes 40 points) 
(If you decide to remain on that particular band, you must work 
another 20 DIFFERENT members before gaining double points 
again. Or move on to another band) 
At the end of the activity, you may count each band that you’ve 
worked 20 or more members as a multiplier. 
Example. M9XYZ works 30 members on 160m=50points. 20 
members on 80m=40points. 20 members on 40m=40points. 17 
members on 20m=17points. Total points=147 x 3=441points. 

LOGS To include: DATE-CALL-QTH-FISTSNR-POINTS CLAIMED. 

FORMATS 
ACCEPTED 

Excel. (Preferred) csv.MS Word. Notepad. WordPad. Etc. Paper 
logs, 1.44Mb floppy disc, CD Rom are accepted as are photo-

copies of your logbook (Readable please) 
SEND TO Email: m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk Post: R.D.Walker 

125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich. West Midlands. 
 B70 6RQ (To be received no later than the 31st January 08) 

AWARDS Overall winner: (Most recorded points) Plaque with Call, Name, 
and Year. Etc. Engraved. 

Certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 
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Now I’m sure most of you know that our chapters in other parts of the world pro-
duce their own newsletters for the members in their own country since we now 
are not so restricted to space I have decided to include articles from FISTS 
Downunder and FISTS East Asia . In this edition I have included  articles from a 
few editions that I think UK members will find interesting. The UK Keynote News-
letter is now reproduced by these other chapters and sent out to their members, 
all in all around 9000 people get to read this!  
 
International Articles reproduced with the kind permission of other FISTS 
Chapters 
 
Articles from the July Edition of Keynote Downunder 
 
WEIRD & WONDERFUL ANTENNAS 
 
By Ralph Sutton, ZL2AOH #1073 
 
A recent e-mail reported a weekend event in the United States that promoted the 
use of unusual antennas. – One responder on the Kiwi DX reflector reported be-
ing involved in the transmission of signals using an antenna constructed from 
beer cans. 
 
(It didn’t specify empty or otherwise, or the intelligibility of their signals!) 
This got me thinking about some of the unusual antennas I had met on the air 
and three came to mind. 
 
The first was in Hawaii where the operator lived in an area where antennas were 
strictly forbidden. He overcame this by replacing all his plastic guttering with cop-
per, which radiated excellently. A New England operator lived on a relatively small 
plot. To overcome that, he ran a long wire that passed through a hole bored in a 
large tree. I am not sure whether the tree attenuated his signals. It would be inter-
esting to know how he compensates for the growth of the tree; reaming out the 
hole or realigning the antenna? 
 
The third unusual antenna was in Chicago. The operator lived high up in a huge 
apartment block on the shores of Lake Michigan. His antenna was a vertical on 
the roof, some 1000 feet (305 metres) above ground level. Is this a record for a 
vertical? (My dipole at 45 metres above ground is small fry!) 
 
It would be interesting to hear whether any of our readers can recall any other 
unusual antennas. 
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 POP QUIZ TIME 
 
Quizmaster John Kirk, VK4TJ/VE6XT # 9080 
All right, you wise guys ‘n girls – who invented the Morse code? Was it: 
 
a) Charles Wheatstone 
b) Samuel Morse 
c) Alfred Vail 
d) Alexander Bain 
e) Friedrich Gerke 
 
The answer is much more difficult than the question. We need to split quite a 
few hairs to get to the bottom of this, but if you answered A, C, D or E, you were 
certainly closer to the mark than those of us who opted for the obvious answer 
“B”. Here’s why: 
 
Charles Wheatstone (who popularised, but never claimed to invent the Wheat-
stone bridge), had a commercially successful, working “long distance over wire” 
signalling system 6 YEARS before old Samuel shipped his application off to the 
Patent Office. His device involved a galvanometer needle pointing type device 
that was actually the world’s first direct code reader. 
 
Output could be transcribed by anyone who could read the alphabet – no skill 
required. Old Sam got off on the wrong foot entirely, devising a numeric code for 
every word in the English language. Think about this 
for a second. Under the steely gaze of an ACMA examiner, you are madly flip-
ping through a 10,000-page book. Darn! Did he send #1842, which means, 
“attack”, or #1843, which means “retreat”? Could make a difference! Samuel’s 
code was, needless to say, a non-starter.  
 
A blisteringly fast operator could achieve, at best, 2 WPM, including lookup time. 
Interestingly, Samuel’s initial telegraph apparatus never even allowed for the 
possibility of “head copy”, laboriously inking the 
characters onto a moving tape. Morse was somewhat dismissive of early tele-
graphists who claimed that they could distinguish the sounds the apparatus 
made, and transcribe them to paper faster than the inking machine could do its 
magic.  
 
Time is money in the telegraph business, however, what with limited copper 
strung about the place. More messages = more revenue, and so the telegraph 
“sounder” evolved. Morse, by the sound of it, has a severe case of “NIH Syn-
drome” (Not 
Invented Here!), and it fell to his employee, one Alfred Vail, to perfect the 
sounder, as well as redesign Morse’s sending key, which was apparently carpal 
tunnel syndrome waiting to happen.  
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Those were not the only contributions Mr. Vail made. In letters to Vail, Samuel 
grumbled about the relatively slow throughput of his invention. Alfred quickly 
came up with a schema where each letter, number or punctuation sign would be 
represented by a series of dots, dashes and spaces, and spent a fruitful after-
noon with a copy of the New York Daily News figuring out which letters of the 
English language occurred most frequently, and assigning them the shortest 
codes. Note that his code relied on either short or long spaces inside characters, 
so was not the Morse Code we know and love today, but rather “Landline”, 
“Continental” or “American” Morse.  
 
As is typical to this day in employee/employer relationships, Mr. Vail got short 
shrift on the patent application – his name does not appear anywhere, though he 
clearly was the visionary on this project. The kindest thing we can say about old 
Samuel is that, as an inventor, he made a great portrait painter.  
 
Alexander Bain, another inventor working about the time of Morse & Vail, was 
another electric-pen-to-paper hard copy man. He removed the annoying internal 
spaces from Vail’s code to be more compatible with his “chemistry set” circular 
disk recorder.  
 
Unfortunately, at least 19 different iterations of the “Bain Code” have been pre-
served for history – evidently Bain could not resist tinkering with it. He would not 
have been popular with hams – bad enough to learn the code once, but 19 
times! 
 
It fell to Friedrich Clemens Gerke, a German working a very early telegraph cir-
cuit controlling shipping traffic in North German harbours, to perfect the code we 
now know as “International Morse” in 1848. There are subtle differences in the 
way we use it today (curiously, his code had no “J”, even though I can think of 
quite a few German words that start with “J”), but they are differences in applica-
tion rather than fundamental changes. Certainly his code was the first in com-
mon use that would be compatible with tone receiving vs. the clackety-clack of 
landline sounders. 
 
References; 
 
http:/kf4houtn.tripod.com/mc.htm 
http://www.hosteny.com/funcases/morse.html 
http://www.du.edu/~jcalvert/tel/heartele.htm 
http://www.du.edu/~jcalvert/tel/morse/morse.htm#codes 
http://dictionary.laborlawtalk.com/Morse_code 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morse_code 
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PLAN ‘FLYPAPER’ 
 
By John Kirk, VK4TJ / VE6XT #9080 
 
"...And amateur operation ceased for the duration of hostilities". 
 
How often have you heard that about World Wars I & II? It turns out they weren't 
quite telling the truth, at least in the UK, according to details recently made public 
under freedom of information legislation. The much-esteemed Louis Varney, G5RV, 
was one of a select number of amateurs permitted to continue operating during the 
Second World War. Only recently have details of the operation been made avail-
able and Harry Heap G5HF has provided the following information that was put 
together by Bob G3ASE.  
 
In 1944, two unusual operations were carried out. The call signs G7FA to G7FJ, 
(previously unused), were officially allocated to well known radio amateurs. These 
included G5KJ (K. Morton Evans), G6GL (G.R.Lee), G5SR (S.Riesen), G8LT 
(R.W.Addie) and G5RV (R.L.Varney). Operating under strict restrictions from 
8/10/1944 this "Plan Flypaper" was intended to trail a coat in front of the Germans 
in the radio amateur field. The war was nearing its close and it was thought that 
some useful information might arise.  
 
Although many foreign amateur stations were contacted (including of course all the 
other G7’s) up to the closedown of Plan Flypaper on 10/6/1945 nothing useful 
came of it. Strangely enough, in addition to making contact with several neutral 
countries, a number of amateur German call sign stations were 'worked', but 
whether these were authentic has not been established. 
 
 The second more serious purpose lay in the "Wilton Scheme" which operated 
briefly from March to 24 May 1945. It was feared that the Nazis might use our pris-
oners of war as hostages and so if we were able to make radio contact with the 
prisoners it would enable us to get information about any ill treatment that might 
develop. In the various P.O.W. camps, radio amateurs and other radio engineers 
had constructed effective receivers and in some cases transmitters (the latter to be 
used only in a grave emergency). They had thus been kept informed of morale 
boosting events and news in general. Perhaps fortunately, no radio contact was 
made by the total of 8 G7s who took part! 
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Items From August Edition of FISTS Downunder 
 
UNUSUAL ANTENNAS 
 
Last month ZL2AOH - Ralph # 1073 reported on some unusual antennas. This 
months contribution is from W3GER -Gerry # 10139 in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania -  
 
My dear friend George K3MWM (now SK) told me that when he was in the US 
Army he was ordered to take down his antenna off the barracks. 
 
So he drew a 10-meter dipole on the wall with an electrographic pencil 
(conductive lead, which used to be required on machine-gradable answer sheets, 
may not be available any longer), put two screws in the wall contacting the two 
legs at the feed point and painted over the dipole and the screws. He'd connect 
his feed line to the screws with alligator clips. 
 
He said he made contacts with it, including DX contacts. I always wondered - was 
it an antenna? - Or a picture of an antenna? 
 
IBM and other equipment used electrographic pencils to mark punch cards and 
test forms. They are still available from Safina Office Products in Texas 
<info@safinaoffice.com> and ServMart in Washington State 
<custserv@servmart.org> (We are checking with IBM to see if they are still 
available in VK & ZL) 
 
Canadian “Amateurs” in WW II 
By John Kirk VK4TJ / VE6XT #9080 
 
In the last issue, we brought you the details of a covert British mission wherein 
certain amateurs were permitted to continue operating, to see if anything of value 
would come of “trailing a coat” in front of the Germans. 
 
Canadian radio amateurs were not so fortunate – officially, all amateur radio ac-
tivity ceased when Canada entered the war on behalf of Great Britain in Decem-
ber 1939.  
 
The authorities rounded up all radio gear, and hams were encouraged to volun-
teer” for radio operator positions, either on the front, or monitoring and analysing 
enemy short-wave radio traffic. 
 
More than one amateur ended up in front of his own receiver, so dire was the 
shortage of monitoring gear! 
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Particularly in the Air Force, Navigator/Radio Operators were recruited almost 
exclusively from the ranks of pre-war amateurs. Before the USA entered the war 
in December, 1941, it was commonplace for the Canadian radio operators to 
amuse themselves on long, boring training flights by bootlegging un-issued 
American ham calls from the adjoining states, complete with a credible cover 
QTH, handle and rig line-up. In the brag sessions that invariably ensued in the 
flight crew’s mess hall after a long flight, after a few suitable beverages, they 
would regale each other with tales of the great QSO’s they had enjoyed.  
 
You can guess the conclusion – invariably, the QSO was in fact two bored Cana-
dian radio ops, both bootlegging US calls, talking to each other. QSL via the 
buro? I think not! 
 
Reference: 
 
• Conversation with the late Doug Burrill, VE3CDC, ret. Signals Officer 
 
 
WHATS ON THE AIR (WOTA) 
 
We have just learned about an interesting Internet facility, WOTA (a live data-
base of stations on the air that are connected to the service.) - WOTA is an addi-
tion to logging programs that allows amateur radio operators world wide to 
"connect" to the server containing information about who is "on the air". Ama-
teurs using this software can post their Call, Frequency, Time, and other infor-
mation to other amateurs worldwide. WOTA can assist in making elusive 
contacts for awards. Need a country? Use WOTA to determine if anyone in that 
country is operating, then go to that operators posted frequency and attempt a 
contact.  
 
WOTA is great for County 
Hunting, seeking a contact in 
a particular state, or just find-
ing out who is on the air. 
 
The WOTA web site is at 
<www.wotadb.org> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the next edition we hope to be able to bring you articles from FISTS 
East Asia chapter too ! 
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Join a Friend Today! 
 
Now FISTS UK is celebrating its 20th Anniversary it would be great to 
get a nice influx of new members, to that end I have enclosed a new 
members form in this edition , why not copy it, or cut it out. 
Fill in the details of a friend and twist their arm for the £6 membership 
fee (or give them a nice gift as a surprise) and send the form back to 
us.  More members make a stronger club! So join a friend today. 
 
 
Soon to be available  
 
Audio Practice CD’s    
 
Yes I know its taking a long to sort these out but we hope to have 
news of these in the next edition 
 
When these are ready the club web site will be updated with full details. 
 
The Last Word 
 
That’s it for this edition, I would like to thank all the members that took 
time to send in articles for it, I hope to do a little special edition for the 
winter with a few articles on Antennas so would welcome any articles 
you may wish to send me on that subject. Also to keep balance I still 
want articles on anything to do with CW, its nice to have a store of arti-
cles that I can use in future editions but we are still operating very much 
hand to mouth so come on and send me in anything you have, photo’s 
are always welcome and like this edition I would like to include a mem-
ber profile so if you can give me 500-600 words with photos that tell us 
how you came into this great hobby that would be great. 
 
Its nice that our friends across the pond are now reading this and any 
articles from them would also be welcome and add a “International” fla-
vour to our little newsletter! 
 
See you all in the Winter Edition. 73’s Paul M0BMN 
 
Send you stuff to 
 
Paul Webb  
FISTS Editor, 
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FISTS CW Club  
Membership Application Form  
 
Callsign: _________________ Name Used on Air : __________________________  
Mailing Name & Address:  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________  
 
Postcode : ___________________  
 
Please mark one of the boxes below:  
 
Due to the Data Protection Act we need you to answer the question below.  
IF no preference is declared it will be assumed that your details can be included in 
the lists.  
“I Consent to having my Call sign, On Air Name, and Town recorded on the member-
ship list that will be made available on the FISTS website for download/lookup and to 
be printed in the membership list booklet. I understand that this information may also 
be made available to other FISTS chapters across the world to enable their members 
to confirm QSO’s”  
 
  Yes I Consent                                                              NO I do not Consent  
 
The above information will be used by members that need to confirm details for the 
various FISTS awards.  
 
Email address : ______________________________________________________  
 
Date of application :________ / ______ / __________  
Payment Due:  
All subscriptions fall due on the 1st April each year. Your first year subs will depend on 
the month of joining: please refer to the table on the other side of this form, after this 
first payment your subs will be due on the 1st April.  
Make Checks Payable to FISTS and return form to: or pay via PayPal to 
subs@fists.co.uk  
FISTS Membership Secretary  
Mr J. Griffin M0CDL  
35 Cottage Street  
Kingswinford  
West Midlands  
DY6 7QE  
 



 

 

Annual subs: -  
 
UK £6.00 Europe £8.00 DX £11.00 World email Newsletter £5.00  
 
If joining between:  
 
Dec to March 1st Subs will be £7.50 (UK), or £10 (Europe), or £13.50 (DX) , or £6.25 (Email 
Only)  
April to May 1st Subs will be £6.00 (UK), or £8 (Europe), or £11 (DX), or £5 (Email Only)  
June to Aug 1st Subs will be £4.50 (UK), or £6 (Europe), or £8.25 (DX), or £3.75 (Email Only)  
Sept to Nov 1st Subs will be £3.00 (UK), or £4(Europe), or £5.50 (DX), or £2.50 (Email Only)  
 
After joining your Subs will be has detailed under the heading of Annual subs above and fall 
due on the 1st April each year. A reminder will be sent with the newsletter before this date.  
If you prefer to receive the Club Newsletter via email the subs are reduced to £5 (anywhere in 
the World) but please ensure that the email address is active and can receive pdf files. Of 
around  2Mb in size.  
 
We hope you enjoy your membership and you will soon receive you club membership number 
and member’s handbook. If you are renewing a lapsed membership and still keeping your old 
number a new Members pack will not be sent.  
 
Please Note  
 
FISTS is a friendly club, we do not ask for members to have reached any specific speed or 
ability with code before they join us, in fact we encourage anyone with a love of Morse to be-
come a member even if they are not active on that mode. We do how ever expect all members 
to keep to the sprit of friendship and support that most Radio Amateurs would expect. We will 
not tolerate behavioural that contradicts this and puts the clubs good name in dispute, Any 
members that are considered to having behaved in a way that is not in keeping with this will 
have their membership terminated for the good of the club and the majority of its membership.  
 



Club Sales Page 
 
Welcome to the club sales page. 
We have a few items that are now available for members 
Hard enamelled badges   £2.00 Inc postage. 
 
 
Car window Stickers (Vinyl stick inside the glass)  £1 each 
inc Postage   
 
 
 
 
 
 
QSL Cards  (with your own custom design on the front) £12.50 per 100 inc postage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard FISTS QSL Cards, fill in your own details. £7.00 per 100 inc Postage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW  Leather Key Rings  
£2.00 Inc Postage 

For a better look at these items go to the FISTS 
web site 
www.fists.co.uk and follow the link for Club 
Sales. 
Orders can be placed now and sent to: 
 
Anne Webb 
40 Links Road, 
Penn, 
Wolverhampton, 
WV4 5RF. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to FISTS. 
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