
International Morse Preservation Society 

Recommended calling QRGs: 1.818, 3.558, 7028, 10.118, 14.058, 21.058,28.058 

EDITOR: M0BMN  
Paul Webb, 40 Links Road, Penn, W-TON, WV4 5RF 

E-Mail :-  paul@fists.co.uk 
FISTS UK WEB SITE URL:- WWW.FISTS.CO.UK 

SPRING EDITION 2007 



FISTS Who’s Who? 
 
Many members that I  meet at rallies often comment on they have no idea of who 
does what and so don't know who to contact for their questions. I Hope this helps. 
 
 
Editor: Paul Webb E-mail paul@fists.co.uk   M0BMN 
Contact Details:- 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton 
WV4 5RF     Tel : 01902 338973    
 
If you have any comments on the content or distribution of Keynotes then im your 
man! Also if you need info about Rallies that we are attending or if you have any 
articles for publication. 
 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary    M0CDL 
John Griffin  E-mail John@fists.co.uk 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford 
DY6 7QE 
 
If you have questions about subs due or membership applications the please con-
tact John for help. 
 
Activity Manager: Robert Walker  Email Activitys@fists.co.uk   M0BPT 
125, Devereux Road,  
West Bromwich.  
B70 6RQ. 
 
Any comments and feedback about any of the Activities that FISTS  run or informa-
tion for inclusion in  the contests and activities section of the newsletter can be sent 
to Rob. 
 
 
QSL Manager: Chuck  Spence  E-mail  m0avw1@ntlworld.com 
Contact Details:- 
32 Woodford Walk 
Harewood Park 
Thornaby 
TS17 0LT    
 
 QSL cards and questions about the FISTS QSL Buro should be addressed to 
Chuck that looks after the Sub managers for different calls 
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News Group / Forum Manager M0BLT 
Mark  Waldon   E-mail forum@fists.co.uk 
 
 
Mark looks after the Yahoo group FISTS and can help with any problems you may 
have with accessing the forum or issues arising from it. 
 
 
Club Sales Officer: Anne Webb  Email Sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  
WV4 5RF 
 
 
If your looking for club badges, QSl cards ,car stickers etc Annes your Man, err 
Woman Hi. 
 
There are other people that help with the running of FISTS. 
 
We have a number of QSL Sub managers  that are working hard in the background 
to keep fists alive and well. 
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 Welcome to the new format of Keynote,  
 
its been a long while coming and I hope that you will find it interesting and a better 
news letter than we have had before, its always a shame when things change and 
I’m sure some people would prefer us to have kept to the Monthly newsletter style 
but the work load this produced was enormous and I found that little input from the 
members meant that I was having to write 99% myself. The new format will allow us 
more space to include larger articles, reviews, letters and of course the all new ac-
tivity section which most people have not seen before. 
 
So its 2007 and the Christmas and new year celebrations are over, even the left 
over Turkey as all been eaten!  With the nights getting a little lighter I am beginning 
to think about out door activities again and I may even replace the 20-year-old roof 
mounted tri-bander with the one I bought a few months ago off eBay. 
 
You may recall that I said I had problems with the old central heating system and 
that my boiler gave up the ghost well after a few telephone calls to various organi-
sations I found that since my wife was a carer we qualified for a grant under the 
governments “Warm Front” schema , basically it covered the cost of a replacement 
and the labour that goes with it. I know its not really a CW thing  (could say a warm 
shack makes CW sound better Hi) but if anyone has heating problems its worth a 
quick ring to the Energy efficiency Hotline on 0800 3166011 to see if they qualify for 
any help. Also while on the topic of heating did you know if you are a carer and you 
pay for your fuel from British Gas that they will give you something like £60 off your 
winter fuel bills for gas and Electricity  (if you take both from them ) if you ring them 
and ask about the carers winter discount. It’s a first come first severed deal and 
once they reach their quota of carers the offer closes so do get in touch now before 
the next winter.  Also your local council may be able to help under the Urban regen-
eration program so give them a call even if you get a grant that doesn't cover all the 
work you need doing. 
 
I find it annoying that people that have worked hard all there life and paid into the 
system have to hunt around and try to find help when others that have never done a 
days work or paid a penny into the system get given everything on a plate and even 
the leg work of ringing and form filling is done for them, oh well don’t get me started 
on that one!. 
 
 
Anyway as I type this im in a cold shack just waiting for the guy to turn up to fit the 
new boiler. Now I know why i should have kept the old FT-101E I had, those valves 
would have kept the place a little warmer than the latest addition to the shack and 
the Christmas present I got the wife to buy me, a nice new FT-2000. I will included 
a small non technical review of this radio in the next newsletter if you want to have 
a read but basically it’s a very nice set that has many features, but is it the best rig 
for CW? You will have to read the review! My Uni Project is well under way and 
needs to be finished in the next couple of months, its nice to think that by the next 
edition of Keynotes (May) it will be all over and done with and I will have more time 
to play radio again.  
 
Anyway I hope you enjoy the new format newsletter, its been nice having the room 
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to be able to have a “Chat” for a change. If anyone as any comments , good or bad 
or have anything they want to get off their chest please drop me a line via post or 
email and I will put your comments in the letters section of the next newsletter. 
 
73 for Now and hope to catch a few more of you on the bands in the next couple of 
months. 
 
Regards 
Paul M0BMN 
 
Pirate FM Radio Now Legal ??           Typical FM 
        Plug in TX 
        As found on 
        Ebay 
 
You may or may not be aware of a recent change in law (8th Dec 2006). The use of 
small personal FM transmitters is now allowed on the 88-108MHz band, also there 
is now no need for CB radio users to obtain licences. 
Now days I  personally have no use for CB (although back in my teens its was the 
in thing and my old mark 3 Cortina was fitted with a nice little Alba set with flashing 
lights and a  DV27 with a neon bulb tip was mounted on the gutter), I’m sure that 
many will find this great news for sure, but for me the thing that pricked my ears 
was the change allowing the use of low power FM transmitters in the 88-108MHz 
band. These little transmitters have been widely used with mp3 players to allow 
people to hear them in the car or home hifi. They have a very limited range 10-30m 
at best, but that’s fine for their application. I have one myself and this is the part that 
others may like the idea of, I have plugged the little transmitter into the headphone 
socket of the shack HF set and now can monitor one frequency while I’m in the gar-
den/kitchen . I find it very useful and works very well when you tune to a clear fre-
quency. The output power is only in the range of a mill-watt or so they don’t tend to 
cause much of a problem to anyone listening to a normal FM station but if you do 
use one do so with consideration and try and find a clear freq anyway. Also make 
sure that the ones you buy carry the CE mark, with out this they are the older still 
illegal versions that run about 10mW. These devices are for sale all over eBay and 
the like for about £5. 00 
 
Anyway Welcome to the new format. We need your input to make this newsletter 
even better, so if you have a story , a photo or anything to get off your chest get in 
touch! 
 
Show the world you’re a member. 
 
We now have had a number of special FISTS badges made for us, these are the 
same design as the first ones the club had made when it started. The are a high 
quality hard enamelled finish on a gold metal back fitted with a safe pin arrange-
ment. They really look great and I hope will be very popular with the members. The 
background colour is the traditional light blue of FISTS and the text is in Gold. Grab 
um while you can , A limited stock as been purchased and depending on sales they 
may be the last batch we get! Look at the Club sales page for more details 
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Free CW practice files for MP3 players and Ipods etc. 
 
If you have a mp3 player of any form and want to get some practice in when the 
bands are quite or at work then take advantage of the free MP3 CW Files soon to 
be on our web site. The MP3 files will range from 5 wpm up to 25 wpm (faster 
speeds can be provided if we have demand for them) to find the files follow the link 
for software on the web site and you will find a page full of files to download. 
These files will be available to purchased as standard Audio CD too if you don’t 
have such a player or PC. It is regrettable but we can not provide these practice 
sessions on tape but the production of such is much more time consuming and with 
the cost of a cheap personal CD player being around £10 its not going to be a cost 
effective method of distribution If you want to purchase the standard audio CD ver-
sions please look in the club sales section of this booklet next edition or keep a eye 
on the club sales page on the web site. 
 
Drive with FISTS. 
 
No not a new car insurance scheme but our new car window sticker! Again rather 
like our badges these are the tradition FISTS design with a light blue background 
and clear text which looks good when fixed to a window. These are a new idea and 
with have only had a small quality manufactured to see how popular they are so 
buy one now, look at the club sales page for more details. 
 

 
Isn’t it strange how one unrelated action leads to another? For example, in the dark 
cold days February we decided it was a good time to fell the ash and hazel trees 
along the stream which runs near the rear of our house. 
 
My 60ft Versatower stands immediately behind the house, and at the time sup-
ported a Cushcraft MA5B mini beam, a 2 Mtr 8 ele, and a vertical for 2m, 70cms, & 
6m. 
This modest array and tower was positioned so that the antennas would drop be-
hind the garage when the mast was tilted, just clearing the gable of the house and 
avoiding the trees at the stream edge, 
 
Now for the Eureka moment! 
The removal of the trees presented me with the space and opportunity to install  a 
bigger antenna. Suddenly I was in the market for larger beam and a larger rotator.  
A decision not to be taken lightly. 
 
 Co-incidentally in Radcom a station wanted a MA5B. So the mini beam was soon 
on its way to a new home. Not before I had used it to support an extended 18ft ele-
ment strapped to the director as method of testing clearances between the gable 
end of the house on ‘tilt-over’ and the pitch of the roof when rotated. 
The three possible replacements were the Tennadyne T8 log period, the Eco An-
tenna Adex 4 ele and the Fluid-motion Steppir 3 ele. 

Hello Paul, 

In response to your plea for material for keynote I have cobbled together an 
little script regarding tree felling, antennas the selection and deployment of 
In response to your plea for material for keynote I have cobbled together an 
little script regarding tree felling, antennas the selection and deployment of 

Hello Paul, 
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The boom lengths of these varied from 12 to 18 feet and the longest elements were 
from 16 to 18 feet from the boom. Whereas the mini-beam had an 8ft boom and the 
tip of the longest element of was 8.5 ft from the boom. 
 
 None of these are cheap, the prices (inc. shipping) varying from £500 for the Ten-
nadyne T8, to almost £1300 for the Steppir (Ouch!) 
 
As a result of experiments, research and a little judicious guesswork I was almost 
certain the longest elements should clear gable of the roof by 6ins. (150mm). At this 
stage my xyl Suzanne G0LUZ (Fist no. 7128) was not so convinced. 
Information regarding the Tennadyne and Steppir units was gleaned from the 
manufacturer’s and their agent’s (Vine Antennas) web sites, also from reviews in 
QST and Rad COM. 
 
Unfortunately Moonraker the UK agent for ADEX 
antennas did not have a clue about the product. 
They referred me to the manufacturer, ECO- An-
tennas in Italy, who were extremely helpful and 
faxed the complete technical spec together with 
the assembly manual. Interestingly this unit had a 
10 Mhz capability. 
 
Decision time! 
 
To deter to degradation of the aluminium I have 
always painted any exposed parts of antennas 
with several coats of yacht vanish. I felt he many 
exposed joints and lattices of the “trap less” Ten-
nadyne T8 could be vulnerable to corrosion with a 
risk of future conductive failure.  Albeit it looked 
mechanically very robust, with a double box sec-
tion boom that supported 8 elements four of which were over 25 feet in length. 
 
 The Eco Antenna offered 10 Mhz but relied on traps and loading coils, similar to 
that of the now redundant 5-band mini-beam. So no real progress technically! 
 
The Steppir, offered a very efficient resonant system from 14 Mhz through to 
54Mhz, the elements and all of the conductive parts were protected from the 
weather and corrosion by fibreglass tubes and housings. The few aluminium parts 
namely the boom and the optional six-meter passive element could be easily var-
nished. 
 
There was a general consensus in the amateur community both on air and via the 
‘net’ that the Steppir format of continuously variable elements brought the efficiency 
of a dedicated mono-band antenna to multi-band format, with added bonus of an-
tenna modelling from the comfort of the shack! 
Although the Steppir was the most expensive unit, it was a strong favourite. Fur-
thermore I am lucky that my xyl shares the same interest in the hobby. Suzanne 
was of the opinion that the Steppir antenna with its unique ability tune a broad 
range of frequencies made it the best, and that its construction made it able to sur-
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vive the rigors of our highly unpredictable climate. 
 
So it’s the Steppir! 
 
Now for the rotator! 
I wanted excellent braking and very high levels of torque together with long-term 
reliability. 
In the past I had found the standard ‘gear-chain’ drive and clutch braking found in 
some popular rotator units could not meet the criteria and would eventually fail. 
My existing Daiwa MR750 rotator had served me well, but I felt the Steppir would 
be at the extreme limit of its capacity. 
So I opted for the massive braking capacity and enormous torque associated with 
direct worm drive system found in the Pro Sis Tel series of rotators. Following re-
search and reviews in QST and via the Internet I selected the PST 2051D, with 
12,500 Kg/cm braking torque and 2,000 Kg/cm motor torque. These ‘pro-spec’ units 
rotate through 500 Degs. (70 Degs past end stop), have graduated stop/start. The 
controller unit has a preset system with a digital display and is compatible with most 
computer logs. 
 
The rotator arrived at the end of March and the Steppir was delivered during the 
first week of April. 
 
I removed the old rotator cage from the tower, and as always the new rotator re-
quired new holes to be drilled, the accuracy of this can’t be overstated, an error of a 
few millimetres can give a very eccentric rotation leading to damage to the rotator 
and masthead bearings. 
The hole drilling was made more complicated as the template in the comprehensive 
17 page manual was 10 per cent smaller than the true size I discovered this after 
drilling one hole (whoops!). 
 There were other little annoying errors; incorrect bearings and reference voltages, 
confused the explanation of the end stop selection. 
 
On installing the rotator and fitting the 10 ft stub mast I was disappointed to find ec-
centric rotation indicated that the base plate of the clamp was ‘domed’, causing the 
top of the stub mast rotate out of true by 40mm. 
On contacting PST in Italy I was told that the “distortion was within their manufactur-
ing tolerances and can be regarded as an advantage”?? 
They went on to suggest that I used ‘shims’ to correct the distortion. 
After 3 hours of playing ’three-dimensional solitaire’ with stainless steel washers the 
stub mast finally rotated correctly. 
 
The Steppir antenna like most American products was well packaged; all the motor 
units were boxed separately as were the element tubes, hardware, control unit and 
35 Mtrs control cable.  There was a 33-page manual printed in black and white. 
 I had previously downloaded the latest full colour version of the manual from the 
Steppir web site.  It stated that each Steppir product was assembled at the factory 
before dispatch to ensure that the unit  “fitted together on delivery”. 
 
The first step was to assemble the 16 ft boom from four 4ft x 1.75 ins. Tubes. These 
tubes were fitted with the brackets for the three motors. 
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Strangely the bolt at the central joint was at right angles to the others on the boom 
(a modification?), but more worrying was the motor mounting plate for the director 
element was about 5 degrees out from the horizontal. This would make the 38-foot 
director about 24 ins. out of true when fitted. 
This distortion was corrected with aluminium sheet as packing. 
So much for the pre-assembly inspection! 
The motors were fed with screened four-
core cable from ‘choc block’ in a 1.5 ins. 
plastic pipe, which was secured to the 
boom by a large jubilee clip below the 
mast clamp 
At this point the optional six-meter passive 
element was clamped to the boom. I took 
the opportunity to apply three coats of var-
nish to all the exposed aluminium. 
The next task was to extend the six fibre-
glass element tubes that were telescoped 
down to 5ft for shipping. Each of the tubes 
was extended to at least 17ft 8 Ins. The 
four joints on each element were sealed 
with silicon tape and finally covered with 
PVC insulation tape. 
 
This where I differ from the Steppir manual 
(and various web-sites), on the installation 
of the antenna. 
 
The manual shows fitting the six element tubes to the motor housing unit on the 
boom while on the ground. Then the raising of the completed unit (covering an area 
of 38 x 16 feet and weighing 54lb or25kgs) up on to the tower. In the US they climb 
their towers with the antennas strapped to their backs 
 
I would think twice, about mounting an assembled antenna on to a tower even one 
that was tilted over. There would be very high risk of damage to the antenna and 
possibly to oneself. 
 Suzanne and I did it differently and it was so simple!  We mounted the boom on to 
the stub mast first. Then connected the twelve-core control cable. We then ran the 
test programme on the controller to check the motors and cable connections. 
Then we fitted the element tubes to the director motor unit, then to the driven motor 
unit. 
 
We raised the tower to 40 degrees and rotated the antenna in order to install the 
reflector element tubes Finally all the control and feeder cables were neatly secured 
with cable ties. 
 
The mast was then tilted toward the vertical; Suzanne was just beginning to look a 
little anxious as the leading element approached the gable end of the house. But I 
had a little trick up my sleeve. As the mast reached 45 degrees I rotated the an-
tenna so that elements pointed skywards and so cleared the gable of the roof with 
ease. 
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The antenna was now deployed, the date was 14th May, exactly one month since I 
tilted the tower over to remove the Cushcraft MA5B. 
 
My original estimates of the clearances were better than I thought.  The antenna 
sits below the ridge of the roof with the tower telescoped, a great advantage in the 
winter storms, and gives a low visual impact when not in use (which is not often). 
 
Results on air: 
 
 On transmit, to have unity SWR anywhere you choose to transmit between 14 Mhz 
and 54 Mhz is excellent. 
 When receiving, signals seem to leap out of the general noise as the antenna ap-
proaches resonance. With a very good front to back ratio and directivity, listening is 
a pleasure. 
For the serious SWL  the interface cable between the receiver and the Steppir con-
troller in ‘general’ mode automatically keeps the antenna at resonance every 
50Khz. More of that later. 
 
Although my main station rig is a FT1000 MkV, I use my FT817 along side it and I 
can hear as much on the 817 as the MkV using the Steppir. This strongly supports 
the theory that it is not the rig but the antenna that matters! 
As an example, I heard JA1KGW calling CQ on 14 Mhz he was 579, so I responded 
using the FT817 running 2.5watts and gained a 559 report. We then held a twenty-
minute QSO, and Ken in Tokyo was running 4watts. Interestingly, the antenna was 
just over the ridge of the roof. 
 
The antenna can be modelled for either high gain or high front to back ratio and the 
directivity can reverse at a touch of a button in about 5 secs. This saves turning the 
rotator through 180 degrees. 
In thunder storms the elements can be retracted into the motor units. So lowering 
the conductivity profile, and lowering the risk of damage. Needless to say every-
thing still needs to be unplugged for real peace of mind! 
I am also having great fun on 50 Mhz where the Steppir acts as a four element 
Yagi. My best DX so far is EA8 (Tenerife) 
 
I only have two criticisms, both of which have been forwarded to the good people at 
Steppir. 
 
The first is the mis-alignment of the director mounting plate, and second are the 
omissions in the manual where there are references to illustrations that don’t exist. 
 
Interestingly in the US I believe the antenna is supplied with 50 Mtrs of control ca-
ble. When purchased this side of the pond this cable is available as an option at  
£1.15 per Mtr. 
 
The following is not for the faint hearted so you look away now ! 
Costs:   
The 3 Element Steppir, control box and PSU (No control cable)   £1099 
35 Meters of 12 core screened and ‘D’ connector                       £    39 
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Interface and cable for FT1000. (Auto tunes from rig)                 £    60 
6 Mtr passive element kit                                                             £    69 
PST  2051D rotator, 35 Mtrs of control cable & shipping             £ 605 
                                                                                            Total: £1872 
 
With hindsight the optional Interface cable is only effective on the ‘General cover-
age’ mode  when the antenna will ‘retune’ every 50Knz which not absolutely neces-
sary  when SWLing. .Also the 
electrical noise from the ele-
ments as they adjust is annoy-
ing. Personally I feel manual 
control is more than adequate. 
Furthermore, the dimensions and 
position of the optional six-meter 
passive element are given in the 
instruction manual available  at  
www.steppir.com  It is more cost 
effective to source your own alu-
minium tube and stainless steel 
clamp. 
 
 Even after these comments  
Suzanne and I think it was with-
out doubt worthwhile. Not only 
did we have great fun putting it 
together but also we now have 
the ability to hear very weak sta-
tions, and be fairly confident of 
being heard. 
 
As I write this it is September , I 
have been  watching  kingfishers  
perch on the hazel trees along the stream bank. The same trees that we cut down 
in February have now re-grown to 9 feet. 
 
Catch you on the wireless! 
 
73 de G0HUZ es G0LUZ 
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Now That’s what I call a Shack !   By John Houghton G3AMO 

 
How’s this for a picture of me in my ham shack, one Tx for each band? 
Seriously though this is a picture of the manual Morse Tx hall of the Allied force 
HQ,in Carditello in Italy,at the end of the war. 
The Tx,s are all Hallicrafter BC 610,s at about 400 watts {and me a member of the 
GQRP club,oh the shame of it!} The operators were about 15 km away in Ca-
serta,and operated over land lines. 
       The high speed ,high power hall was below this using Marconi 
SWB8,s and SWB,11,s at 3.5 and 8 kw.They could send automatic high speed 
Morse or radio teleprinter 
       The building was the ex King’s shooting lodge. Outside was a large aerial farm 
consisting of rhombics, doublets and dipoles. part of this area was still farmed by 
the local farmers growing mostly melons and pumpkins. 
       Our radio officer was Capt Jim Kirk G6ZO a real gentleman and a superb CW 
operator Much of my enthusiasm for ham radio came from, Jim. After the end of the 
war Jim operated as XAZO, after he departed for UK I took over the call. 
.                                   John Houghton. G3AMO 
 
Letter From Andy Digby  ZD8AD / G0JLX / VP8DJO  FIST 358 
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Dear FISTS, 
 
As it happens, I am writing this letter from Room 14 of the singular hotel  
on Ascension Island, some 8 degrees south of the Equator.  This is known as 'The 
Radio Amateur's Room' because it is right on the end of the hotel, and has a couple 
of store rooms between this and the adjacent room, to aid in soundproofing.  It also 
h a s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s m a l l  g a r d e n  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
trees and a bit of a mast outside for attaching antennae to.  There's also a  
huge swage of open tundra on the other side of the hotel fence at the end of the 
garden.  Very good for long antennae ! 
I've been here very nearly 6 weeks at the time of writing (9th Dec) and have  
worked just two UK stations on RF !!  It's all down to the sunspot cycle and  
propagation in general.  Not a lot north-south but plenty east-west, but  
I've had dozens of contacts into the two large continents on either side of  
the Atlantic, the Americas and Africa, but very little the other way this  
time.  Never mind, hi hi, there's always next time. 
 
I would urge members reading this letter to keep a weather eye on the FISTS web-
site, the 'CW Info' group on Yahoo and the 'HF Pack NOW' group on Yahoo, where 
I can post non-dx-cluster messages about when the bands are open and there's a 
decent chance of working some of you when I am away on these little jolly's. 
 
I would have packed the FT-897, portable PSU, portable ATU and the trusty 450 
ohm doublet with a 10m expanding fibreglass support pole, had it not been for the 
slight inconvenience that I was already at 63kg just with  
clothes and company equipment !!  To be fair, I was told I was going onto  
VP8 land (Falklands) after here originally, so I've got loads of clothes with me I just 
don't need here.  Shorts and T-shirts is all one needs here !   And not much of that 
either.  21-32 degrees C usually. 
 
Hey hum.  One thing that I think we should start in the new mag format is a  
'DX report' section, where members let Paul know of any DX(pedition or  
otherwise) they've worked.  It gives the hobby a distinct flavour and I  
think it encourages the youngsters a bit. 
 
I remember working out in the Middle East a few years ago, late 80's / early  
90's and I was operating the famous, now-reallocated HZ1AB club station in the 
Eastern Province of Saudi, talking to a chap in UK I had taught CW to some months 
before.  One comment he made in our first QSO has always stuck in my mind viv-
idly :  "Andy, you've just made Amateur Radio work for me - a friendly, known voice 
coming out of the back of the box with a foreign callsign". 
 
And I suppose that's the whole point of the hobby - have fun.  It's a  
challenge to set up a station other than at home, and make it work.  You get to talk 
to a whole load of stations you cannot normally even hear, and our hobby takes on 
a completely different dimension. 
 
Oh yes, if you DO hear me on, do give me a call !  73 to all,  
 
Andy Digby  ZD8AD / G0JLX / VP8DJO  FIST 358 
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Ed  , Thanks Andy for the interesting letter, a DX section could be a great idea, any-
one working interesting DX or planning on a trip to a far off place get in touch 
please…. 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON……………… 
 
ANDORRA, C3, Lat 42º32’ N, Long 1º33’ E. 
 
You can’t mistake it, when there is a very rare amateur station on the air. it sounds 
like bees around a honey pot. Apart from these rare ‘breeds’ there are other area’s 
which are closer to home and not too easy to catch on the air. 
Andorra is one such area I think & it was years before I happened across a C33 call 
on the bands & managed to get in amongst the modest pile-up, at the time. I could 
tell the operator was using a hand key & his sending was quite reasonable & com-
petent in handling the stream of callers. After a couple of days when I garnered 
more information about the station, I was further impressed by his operating, con-
sidering how he achieved it.   
On his web site, Mike C33IU gives an explanation as to just what the operating con-
ditions are like?  I don’t think I shall moan about my simple station again, not con-
sidering what C33IU has to do, to  achieve his hobby. It’s worth a look (see below). 

 
QSL MANAGER. 
I started handling cards for Mike 
C33IU at the beginning of this year. 
He had some problems with mail de-
livery and we thought this arrange-
ment might make it a little easier for 
him. This is working out quite well. Re-
cently I asked his okay to do a little 
piece for FISTS club and he had no 
problem with this. He even emailed 
me some pretty good pictures of him 
QRV in situ, on a mountain side.  
 
EQUIPMENT. 
 
Before going to print I checked up 

what sort of gear he was using. He again, emailed me back with the line up.  Also, 
quite a unique power system he uses.  May be of interest to some of our QRPpp 
members.   
The equipment was a FT 897 into a dipole, fed from two computer UPS-type batter-
ies, in parallel. They deliver 7Ah each. Mike went on to say “Since I was worried 
about them going flat, I used reduced power, 30W. They stood up to 2 hours CW 
operation with flying colours”. 
 
“Tonight I measured the current and concluded that it is not worth reducing the 
power. Even with considerable reduced output power, the input current decreases 
very slowly. All you loose is efficiency”. “In case you are interested – here are some 
values”. 
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To halve the input current from full power out (100W@ 12A) one has to cut the 
power out to one third (30W @ 6.4A).  To halve it again, one has to reduce output 
power to 5W (@3.15A).   The 1 watt QRPpp transmitter that I used a few weeks 
ago (and ATS3 US-made) produces 5W with 615mA @ 11V. 
Once can use it with a little 9V block and it still produces 3½W @ 500 mA.  To get 
into the ‘vlp’ class (very low per, less than 1W) I fed the thing from 4 AAA cells. With 
5.5V (cells 50%), the power output is just below 1watt.  You saw from my log, what 
one can do with 1W.  (Log Extract, (40M) (RprtRcvd) :-  
 
HB9IAB/p 449, PA0ATG 449, EASCQH 599, IZ2DDU 579 DL1USB 559 and EA3/
G3PTO 539, (to quote a few…Ed) “When I feed this 1W into my afterburner (which 
with 70W drive, puts out a kilowatt)” he continued, and “a stiff power supply is 
needed. I get 15W out. However, don’t ask about efficiency”.  
 
WEB SITE 
 
Helping Mike out with his cards, gave me an opportunity to try my hand at putting 
together a web site for him. He supplied all the data and pix & I just played around 
with it until I thought it was worth publishing.  www.c31iu.org   It’s worth a visit, if 
only to see an excellent demonstration on how to get out, on CW. And to under-
stand why he has to take to the mountains, for his outings on the Amateur Bands.I 
have spoke with him about the FISTS freqs of activity, especially on 40mtrs / 
80mtrs. He has on a couple of occasions, been active near to 7.028 and if any 
members do hear him on, don’t be afraid to give him a try. His base speed is not 
too fast. When anyone does manage to work C33IU, then they can just send their 
QSL to me. 
 
I will verify it against his log & send a card by return  
no postage needed. A little perk for FISTS. 
 
 
 
 
The last email I had from him yesterday (15TH Dec), was to say he wouldn’t get 
much operating in now, as there was snow laying all around, the weather had 
turned and with the holidays coming up, he wouldn’t be around a lot.  
 
 
 
 
Buck Taylor G0OYH 
FISTS 1078   
Ed  Thanks Buck ill be listening out for his call in the new year. 
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QSL Cards 
 
Well at long last we have can offer club QSl cards, its been a long while coming but 
Im glad to say that the cards we can offer are of a much higher quality than the 
ones we have offered before 
   
The cards have been pre printed with the standard FISTS info and report details on 
the back but the front can be custom printed with your own art work, below you will 
see a example of the ones I have just had done for me. We will be able to offer 
standard designs and just print your details in preset positions if you prefer but for 
this month (until I get the standard art work done we are only offering the cards with 
your own designs, we need your designs in a JPG or BMP format and will produce 
the cards in batches of 100. details of prices can be seen on the club sales page on 
the back of this booklet. For details of what standard designs we do offer in the 
coming months please check into our web page or better still join the Yahoo group 
for up to date information on what's happening with FISTS. 

 
 
    Design your own front of the card 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Standard Back is Pre-
printed  and can not be 
changed 
 
 
 
 
 
Alans Report on the 2006 club project 
 
Something for the Holiday 
 
Having looked over our collection of rigs and assorted accessories it was found to 
be sadly lacking. We were on the hunt for the makings of a portable station to take 
on holiday to a self catering cottage on the Northumberland coast. 
Size and weight would have to be an important consideration as I would end up be-
ing the one carrying it around in my rucksack whilst out walking. By pure good luck 
the answer dropped on the door mat. Keynote arrived. On offer, as a club construc-
tion project was a kit from the Small Wonder Labs company in America. 
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Something for the Holiday 
 
The kits being made available were from the SW series, an SW80 for eighty metres 
or SW40 for 40 metres. The SW range gives a single band CW transceiver up to 
two watts output and about 40kHz coverage with a superhet receiver stage. The 
audio output driving Walkman style headphones / earbuds . The rig has been de-
signed with portable operation in mind, the circuit board measures only three inches 
by four inches. The designer has been very mindful of current consumption, on 
transmit at 13.8vdc it draws about 300mA, on receive at maximum volume and a 
very strong signal nearly 30mA. This being the case 8 AA alkaline batteries or 10 
AA rechargeable  batteries should give approximately two hours operation. 
A glance at back issues of Sojourner, the magazine produced by the Adventure Ra-
dio Society gives a good indication of a well established pedigree for the SW range. 
They regularly appear in the results of the ARS monthly 2 hour Sparton Sprint con-
test. 
The kit comprises all the board mounted parts, which amounts to approximately 
95% of the finished rig. A very comprehensive manual, giving all the information 
need to complete the job. You need to supply as extras, a case, two variable resis-
tors, antenna, power, key and headphone connectors. The circuit board has silk 
screen printed component markings make assembly easy, its like painting by num-
bers. Setting the transceiver up took less than half an hour. Total construction time 
including the metal work, a weekend, started early Saturday morning on the air 
Sunday evening. Fifty pounds covered the all in cost. I couldn’t resist I bought one 
of each. 
Performance on 40M, to date 15 countries including 3 contacts in the USA during a 
two hour operating stint on  the CQ WW CW contest weekend. On 80M up and 
down the UK . My antenna is only a Forty Metre Doublet at 15 feet. 
For portable use, I intend to use a 66 foot long wire, matched to the rig via an ultra 
bright LED swr indicator and L match ATU. As power source in the cottage a 12v 
7ampere hour gel cell battery, out in the field a AA pack of batteries. 
 
Fig 1 Internal view of the SW40.  The key to a successful project is be methodical 

during construction and double check 
your soldered joints. Poor soldering is 
the most likely reason for failure. 
 
Alan  G4GLV & Sue G0RKE   XYL 
 
Ed Thanks Alan, I’m really glad you 
are happy with the radios, I have built 
my SW80 but still to build the 40m ver-
sion, (just lack of time!) anyway I 
would be interested to hear others 
views on what project we could look at 
for 2007,  please get in touch and let 
me know what you all think and I will 
publish the options in the next Key-

note and then announce the project and take orders in the Autumn edition. 
My views are that we should offer the same SW kits (80/40/30/20m) and a more 
complex transceiver kit for those that want a challenge. Let me know your views. 
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Ken  G3LME recalls a real life SOS  
 
As a petty officer telegraph R.N I was one of two radio Officers to be selected as a 
member of the above expedition. The expedition members and stores where landed 
in Young Sound on the east cost of Greenland by a Norwegian ship the MV Tottan, 
From there Sunderland flying boats of the RAF would transfer men, dogs, and 
equipment to a lake in the mountains of Doronning Louise Land (Britannia Lake) at 
the foot of the Unicon glacier where the base camp was to be built. 
 
 Six of us with three dog teams would sledge up the glacier and on to the ice-
cap to a position 78 Deg 4’ North & 38 Deg 29’ West to receive an air drop by Hast-
ings aircraft RAF of 90 tons of stores and equipment to build a hut to serve as a 
meteorology and research station and a supply depot for the Weasel (Track Vehi-
cles) teams who would be crossing the ice-cap from east to west conducting gra-
vimetric and seismic surveys. 
 
 Once the Hut was built three members would return to base leaving three 
members to remain for nine months until relieved. 
 
 On September 16th 1952 after having carried out parachute drops Hastings 
Aircraft WD492 was carrying out free drops at 50ft when it experienced a 
“Whiteout”. A term used by the RAF to describe “Like flying inside a ping pong ball”. 
The aircrafts port wing caught the ground and the aircraft crashed about two miles 
from where our tents were. 
 
 My radio setup was an Army type 62 Tx/Rx, an 30w petrol generator and a 
12v battery. The aerial was a length of wire suspended between two Ski’s stuck in 
the snow and tied on with boot laces. 
 
 I immediately sent out SOS calls to the American Air Base at Thule in NW 
Greenland from where the Hastings Aircraft operated. These calls were heard and 
acknowledged. 
 
 It was decided to move our camp to the position of the crashed Aircraft. I was 
then allowed to setup my radio station in the tail of  the Aircraft away from the fuel in 
the wings. I then continued to receive medical advice for treatment of the injured 
and arrangements fro the rescue of the crew which I am happy to say was success-
fully completed. 
 
Further Reading : 
 
“Northice” By Commander C.J.W. Simpson RN Expd Leader . Pub Hodder & 
Stoughton 
“High Arctic” By Capt. Mike Banks RM. Pub J.M.Dent & Sons Ltd. 
“Rescue Below Zero” By Ian Mackersly . Pub Robert Hale Ltd. 
 
Ken Taylor G3LME  FISTS 7735 
 
Thanks Ken for a very interesting account of this incident, Ken tells me one unusual 
feature of this incident was that the SOS was sent by a Naval Man on land on be-
half of the RAF! Page 17 



Help the QSL Manager 
 
I have recently had a call from Chuck our QSL Manager asking that anyone outside 
of England that is waiting from QSl cards considers making a contribution towards 
the cost of postage. I know that he as a number of cards waiting to be sent out so if 
you make use of the FISTS QSl service consider making a donation to help out. 
Chucks address is in the front cover . 

***IMPORTANT NEWS FOR ALL CW ENTHUSIASTS*** 

TAKEN FROM THE RSGB NEWS HEADLINES 7th JANUARY 2007 

GB2CW TO BE RESURRECTED!! 

The GB2CW slow Morse transmissions have been resurrected by the RSGB. 

Roger Cooke, G3LDI, has been appointed as coordinator of the revived services for 
an initial trial period of six months.Roger is the author of the popular book Morse 
Code for Radio Amateurs and regularly organises Morse classes from his home. 

The RSGB is keen that the appointment of Roger and the resurrection of the ser-
vices will encourage more instructors to take advantage of GB2CW for Morse broad-
casts on the air. If you would like to use the call, send an application to either Roger 
Cooke, G3LDI, or Phillip Brooks, G4NZQ, RSGB Region 12 Manager, who is sup-
porting Roger with the administration. 

Information in the application must include: the full name, address and call of the ap-
plicant, plus information about the proposed transmission schedules and frequen-
cies. Please note that only RSGB members can apply. 

Roger G3LDI or Philip G4NZQ can contacted via email G3LDI or G4NZQ 

Radio Society of Great Britain 

This is great news and im sure all FISTS Members are behind this move by the 
RSGB, well Done and keep up the good work promoting CW! 
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Don’t Throw away that stamp! 
 
Help rasise money fro carity , our Chuck collects used postage stamps and gets 
them converted into real money to help out good causes, start saving them now 
and send them to Chucks address in the front cover. Thanks. 
 
 
Now we Have a couple of pages of notes from our membership secretary John 
M0CDL 
  
Hello All, First We have a couple of Silent Key Announcements, The First was 

forwarded by Maurice, F5NQL 
 
 We have the regret to inform of Oscar Verbanck /ON5ME's passing on late Satur-
day. 
He was 65. 
Oscar was the founder of two clubs dedicated to high-speed telegraphy, The Super 
High Speed Telegraphy Club (SHSC) and the Extremely High Speed Telegraphy 
Club (EHSC) and currently their President.  
  
For about 15 years he was also the President of the EUCW, Federation of Euro-
pean CW Clubs, counting about 40 Societies in Europe and three other associated 
in USA, Brazil and Argentina. 
The FISTS is always a full member of the EUCW. 
  
According to his high competence, he was also an important CW consultant for the 
Belgian IARU Society, the UBA. 

 
  Sympathy messages can be sent to : 
  Jacqueline VERBANK,  
  Pylyserlaan 109,  
  8670 KOKSIJDE 
  Belgium 
   Forwarded with 73 by  
 
  Maurice, F5NQL 
Trustee and DX Information mailing list organizer for       the 
Union Francaise des Telegraphistes (UFT) ( www.uft.net ) 
 

 
 
• The Second is M0BZF, Jim Taylor  
Member No 5507  , unfortunately I 
don't have much information about 
Jim, I know he was a big support of 
the Milton Keynes ARS  and was 
very active with homebrewing his 
own equipment.   Both I’m sure will 
be very much missed by us all, 
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The New Members list is looking healthy, the website is a great help here! Quite a 
few of the new members have joined via the site, take a look here if you have Inter-
net access www.fists.co.uk The last lot of New Members printed in Keynote was in 
July Last year so sorry Mr Editor I may need a little bit more page!! 

 
Welcome to: - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

So Quite a few new members! I Wonder what would happen if all the Fists Mem-
bership were to all come on air at the same time! It would certainly give the con-
testers something to moan about! Until next time 73fernw John M0CDL.. 

12510        David      2E0NCB 
12512        Peter       G1DQF 
12514        Andy       G4KKU 
12516        Dave       G4ZPI 
12518        Mark       G0LXV 
12520        Peter       G4NKX 
12522        Tony       GW4PVU 
12524        Snip        G0KQK 
12526        Trevor     MW0XRU 
12528        Barry      M3PKR 
12530        David     G6VMI 
12532        Joe          DK7VW 
12534        Paul        G3ZCU 
12536        Ben        M5AFO 
12538        Andy      M0GVQ 
12540        Chris      M0JRQ 
12542        Ian         G3ROO 
12544        Phil        2E0BBP 
12546        Phil        G3XAP 
12548        Roy        M1ERF 
12550        Vern      M0WQR 
12552        Bill        G5OW 
12554        John      G4VQZ 
12556        Pier        IK1RDN 
12558        Alan      M0OMI 
12560        Denis    MW0BAJ 
12562        James    MW0ZAP 
12564        Iain        G6GAX 
12566        Mal        G3ZUI 

12511        Paul        F2YT 
12513        John       M0EEP 
12515        John       GM4WZL 
12517        Rob        G3RCE 
12519        Nick       2E0EED 
12521        Tony      G3RLG 
12523        Bill        G0ERW 
12525        Colin     G3UGG 
12527        Pino       IZ3KUY 
12529        George   GM0SYU 
12531        Peter       G0INS 
12533        Robin     G4JDO 
12535        Peter       G3UKH 
12537        Ed           M0DIY 
12539        Miles      PA3CVV 
12541        Roy        G8RCY 
12543        Martin    2E0AYQ 
12545        Tony       G3YHO 
12547        Norman  G1HHU 
12549        Mike       G4MFN 
12551        Simon     M0XIE 
12553        Keith       G7NBU 
12555        Chris       M0JKQ 
12557        John        GM0XIG 
12559        Eric         G3SXQ 
12561        Mark       G0KZZ 
12563        Colin       G6LSO 
12565        John        GM0EPO 
12567 Noel        MM0JNB 
12568 Karl        DF7KHK 
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MEMBERS MUSINGS 
 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION FROM THE  FISTS REFLECTOR 
 
 

 
Hi all and welcome to another “new” idea for the Keynote. The object of this page is 
to bring you up to speed of what’s being/been discussed on the FISTS Yahoogroup. 
 
I’ll hopefully also include the results of any polls that have taken place, so if you 
have a good idea for a poll, let me know and we’ll put the wheels in motion. 
 
Needless to say, the comments mentioned on this page are members’ personal 
opinions and are in no way endorsed by the FISTS club!! 
 
 
INTRUDER FORECASTS 

 
Our very own Steve GW4ALG has recently been posting dates, times and bands 
when there will be a high chance of intrusion into the CW section, from operators 
using other modes of operation e.g. RTTY, SSB etc. The intrusion is generally con-
test related. 
 
This caused quite a debate on “the list” with many members supporting Steve with 
his posting. Suggestions were also made that CW operators should make a greater 
effort to “get on air” during these periods and occupy bandspace, hence causing 
interference to the offending stations…What do you think? Are the forecasts a good 
idea?…Should we make an effort to get on and stand our ground?  
 
Steve will continue to post the forecasts on the list and personally I think he’s pro-
viding us with a good service…at least we can expect when to be “swamped” by 
non CW signals!! The question is what will YOU do?…stand your ground or switch 
the radio off?? 
 
 
IDEAS 

 
A few suggestions came from members in the UK via the list to help promote the 
club since its’ restructuring. One idea was to perhaps have a social gathering per-
haps over a weekend at a campsite or similar. What do you think? The suggestion 
was fairly well received although there were reservations if large quantities of alco-
hol were involved! Perhaps something smaller could be tried first? A few of the guys 
met up at the Leicester rally last year and it proved to be very successful. Perhaps 
this could be further developed? Does anything similar happen outside the UK? 
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POLLS 

 
Favourite straight key manufacturer 

 
The top of the list of votes included:- 
 
Kent  20% 
Swedish 15% 
Hi-Mound 10% 
Bencher 7% 
G4ZPY 5% 
 
A whopping 32% of the votes were cast for “Other”…..goes to show there are loads 
of different keys out there!! 
 
 
 
Favourite radio manufacturer 

 
Kenwood 27% 
Elecraft 24% 
Icom  17% 
Yaesu  17% 
Ten-Tec 6% 
Alinco  3% 
 
A pretty close poll. Interesting to see Elecraft take 2nd place….must be a few QRP 
buffs in the ranks of FISTS!!! 
 
Full results can be found on the list. Do you agree with the results? Only a small 
percentage took part but as the list grows, perhaps we can run the polls again and 
see if there would be any change. 
 
 
That’s it for now. If you’re not a member of the list, please consider joining and of-
fering your input. It’s a useful place to find answers, arrange skeds and just chat!! 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/  
 

Cheers for now and take it easy, 73, Mark - BLT 
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This from Alan, M0AVN, #7186.   
 
A young lad doing Foundation at my club (Torbay) also wants to learn Morse. He's 
in to computers of course so is keen to practice that way.   I'm told there are good 
programs out there for the purpose so came to the Fists site but - no links.  Our 
second aim is to foster learning the code so may I suggest that some words of wis-
dom are included with links.  Apologies in advance if all this is already there and  
I've failed to see it! 
 
Hi Alan, Thanks for the message, ok it’s a good idea so I have now put some good 
Morse learning packages up on our web site. Together with a few other software 
packages that members will find useful . All the best Paul M0BMN  
 
Good News about the Data Protection Problem we had with the Membership 
Lists 
 
After a number of letters and applications to the DPA people I very pleased to say 
we now understand what we can and more importantly can not do. 
 
We have now produced a up to date membership list that we can put back on our 
web site to be downloaded and will be reactivating the lookup feature on the site 
too. 
 
The information the list will have is as follows: 
 
Membership Number 
Members Callsign 
On Air First Name 
Town 
 
So for me the data would be  
 
5533, M0BMN, Paul , Wolverhampton. 
 
Note in order to comply with the regulations  please read the following 
 
IF YOU  DO NOT WISH YOUR DETAILS  AS DETAILED ABOVE MADE PUBLIC 
YOU MUST CONTACT THE MEMBERSHIP SEC AT THE ADDRESS IN THE 
FRONT OF THIS NEWSLETTER . WE WILL REMOVE YOUR DETAILS AT YOUR 
REQUEST.  
 
IF YOU DO NOT OPT OUT WE WILL ASSUME YOU ARE HAPPY FOR THESE 
LIMITED DETAILS TO BE MADE PUBLIC AND YOU WILL BE INCLUDED IN 
THE MEMBERSHIP LIST. 
 
Personally I see no problem with such a limited amount of disclosure and its of 
great benefit to members  if they didn't catch all your details on Air and is a help 
when they wish to verify membership but if you have a problem you must contact us 
ASAP 
The new membership list will be made active at the end of March. 
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And now due to the larger format we are for the first time incorporating Brass-
pounder the FISTS contester newsletter. This is edited by Robert M0BPT. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For those within FISTS who enjoy a challenge 
 
December 2006 
 
Greetings, and belated Happy New Year to you all. 
 
It's been a busy time of the year for all of us, and yet, folk still have found time to 
support the activities within FISTS.  
 
I applaud your resolve and say many thanks for your support during 2006. 
To be truthful, I expected folk to "Wind down" and take December easy, but no such 
thing! Impressive scores from the WARC Entrants and one comment saying how 
pleased they were to gain another new multi with almost their last QSO of the year! 
Now, that's dedication for you! 
 
So, its the end of the year as far as the activities go, and time to look at the final ta-
bles, say congratulations to the winners, runners up, but most importantly, 
THANKS! to all who participated and supported the activities during 2006, I've re-
ceived quite a few enquiries and messages of support for the revamped ladder and 
the QRS Challenge, now active of course. Remember to follow the link from my 
home page to the activity calendar 2007 for a detailed breakdown of what's happen-
ing during 2007. Paul, M0BMN, has also added a link from the FISTS UK home-
page 
 
I've heard from Erkki, OH7QR #8318.  
I got tired of calling CQ in vain with the QRP-rig 
and used my FT-897 at the end of the month, (Hi). And really, I managed better 
with it. The Ladder was not so good and because I participated in Original 
QRP Contest (96 QSO's) I hadn't enough time for the ladder, sorry. But I 
managed anyway to get two ladder-qsos on Sunday. 
Many thanks for the good work you have done during 2006 and also thanks for the 
new rules for Fists Activities for 2007. I'll try to be active in every one of them. 
 
Thanks Erkki for your kind comments, hope to see you in 2007. 
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From Stan, K4UK  
 
I wasn't able to operate up to the last minute ( 2359 UTC ) of the year, because we 
were invited to dinner with my daughter.  It was held at the house they are renting 
while they are here on furlough from their missionary post in Goure, Niger. 
  
The WARC Band Challenge was great fun.  I see you've got it running again in 
2007.  Think I'll run QRP only and see what I can do - Hi ! 
  
The WARC bands continue to amaze me, especially the DX you can work.  I 
worked 111 countries and all continents. 
  
73, Stan - K4UK 
 
Thanks for your comments and observations over the past twelve months Stan. I 
had originally envisaged it for a one year operation, but many contacted me to ask if 
it would be operational again in 2007. So I've decided t continue it for a further year, 
and lets hope more members come on board and realise the potential of these un-
derused allocations. Stan contacted me later to see his breakdown of the years op-
eration during his WARC Challenge entry. Makes interesting reading, and, as many 
of you are aware, Stan operated mobile on the WARC bands during his trips to and 
from his golf course. 
Rob - M0BPT: 
  
I spent some time Monday reviewing my overall Log.  You might find some of the 
"data" interesting: 
  
Of the 1014 QSO's I made this year on the WARC bands: 
  
 619 were on 30 Meters, 389 were on 17 Meters and 6 on 12 Meters 
  
 462 were with FISTS members, 15 were with FISTS clubs and 537 were with non-
members. 
  
Those 1014 QSO's were with 727 different stations: 
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284 different FISTS members, 13 different FISTS Clubs, 430 different non-
members 
  
I worked 378 different grids and worked FISTS members in 186 different 
grids.  Breakdown by band: 
  
  30 Meters - 281 different grids - FISTS in 151 grids 
  
  17 Meters - 218 different grids - FISTS in 59 grids 
  
  12 Meters - 4 different grids - FISTS in 2 grids 
  
Ended up with a total of 177 QSO's on the WARC bands while operating mobile: 
  
  37 were on 30 Meters and 140 were on 17 Meters 
  
  61 were with FISTS members and 116 were with non-members 
  
  Worked 130 different grids - FISTS in 49 grids 
  
Sure hope we can get more FISTS members over here in the "Colonies" to partici-
pate in the Challenge this new year.  And I hope more of them will send you their 
logs. 
  
Thanks for all the work you do promoting contests for FISTS.  Hopefully one of 
these days I may have a QSO with M0BPT - Hi ! 
  
73, Stan - K4UK 
 
 
Thanks for taking the time to give us an overall summary of the year. 
What did come as a surprise to me was the ability to make a 177 QSO's whilst mo-
bile! 
For anyone who is not aware, Stan only uses 14w approx from a K2 to a mobile 
vertical aerial. And it is actually  
"Mobile in Motion" 
 
Also heard from Martin, IK2RMZ with his final entry for the year, he also sent in a 
summary of his years operation. 
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Hi Robert, 
 
this concludes my contributions for 2007. Dec conditions were mostly 
unfavourable, it's a pity that I the holidays didn't bring more condx. 
But to my delight Dec 31 brought a 17m opening and I worked my very last 
multi on the very last day of the year. 
  
This is my overall DXCC statistics: 
  
IK2RMZ statistics WARC competition 2006  
Number of DXCC entities 
  30m  62 
  17m  77 
  12m  37 
Total  98 
  
30m 
 
3B8 4L 4X 9A 9H 9J A6 C5 DL EA EA6 EA8 EI ES EW F FO FP G GD GI GJ GM 
GW HA HB I JA LA LX LY LZ OE OH OH0 OK OM ON OZ PA RA RA9 S5 SM SP 
ST 
SV T9 TA TF UA2 UN UR VE VK W YI YO YU Z3 ZA ZB 
  
17m 
 
4J 4S 4X 5B 5Z 7X 8P 8Q 9A 9M6 A6 A7 BY C6 C9 CO CT DL EA EA8 EI ES EW 
EX F FG FM FP G GD GI GM GW HA HK HL I J5 JA JW KP4 LA LU LZ OH OH0 
OK 
OM OZ PA PY RA RA9 S9 SM SP SV T9 TA TF TL UN UR V5 VE VU W XE YI YL 
YO 
YU Z3 ZA ZB ZC4 ZL 
  
12m 
 
4X 5B 6W 7Q 9A 9K CT DL EA EA8 EW F G GI GM GW HA HB I LA LY LZ OH0 
OK 
OM PA RA S5 SM T7 T9 UA2 UR VK YO ZA ZB 
  
The percentage of FISTS QSO does not even reach 12 per cent. 
  
I was surprised about the number of DXCC countries. 
  
Thanks for ur good work all over the year and beyond. I liked all activities but found 
the WARC most enjoyable. The other activities 
were equally nice but more intrusive because of the prescribed time frames.    
 
 Have an excellent 2007  
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Thanks for your input Martin. Both yourself and Stan K4UK have been surprised by 
the potential of the WARC Band allocation. Also Peter, G4LHI has commented over 
the year that he's found it surprising and enjoyable, and I recollect Peter saying that 
"He's had more QSO's during the past year on the WARC Bands than ever before" 
When the three of you examine the final table for 2006, you'll notice just how little 
separated you, it was the Multiplier squares that boosted the overall scores! 
 
From Peter, M5ABN. Regarding the Activity ladder. 
 
Well, only managed to get into the shack for a short time, what with family etc.  Still 
every little helps  
My log is attached, and am looking forward to this year's activities.  All the best & 
and thanks again. 
73 de Peter M5 ABN #6423  
 
Thanks for your support over the year Peter, As you quite rightly say "Every little 
helps" (Said the old lady) :-) 
 
I've left the final summing up of the year to our dear friend and stalwart supporter of 
the FISTS activity scene, Peter, G4LHI. 
 
Hello Robert 
 
Firstly let me take this opportunity to wish you both & all your family a very Healthy 
& trouble free, Happy New Year from Jean & me & to thank you for all your help & 
support during 2006. 
 
Looking forward to trying out your well-prepared “Activity Plan” in 2007. 
 
 Now to the work in hand!! I have attached both of my claims for December. 
 LADDER. Conditions & other contests not cause any great problems this month, 
just the lack of Fists Members support. I know it was a Bank Holiday weekend but 
the QRP guys were out in force & having a whale of a time in their “Winter Sport” 
hi. I do hope all your efforts to encourage the Fists Activities for 2007 are not in vain 
Robert, but at least there should be no complaints & “I did not know anything about 
it” with all the publicity you have given to the 2007 activities mate I guess my score 
of 36 is not too bad considering & I did work 3 new members, Vern M0WQR, 
12550, Phil 2E0BBP, 12544  (I was his first ever Fists QSO) & Michael 2E0BFO, 
12506. I would like to thank them all also all the other stalwart members who gave 
me support for this month & all other activities during the year & hope to find them & 
a lot of new members many times during 2007 activities.  
  
WARC BAND CHALLENGE. 
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Great fun as always, with very low propagation conditions it was again a bit of a 
struggle & the majority of my points scored were single non Fists squares & I only 
managed 2 multiplier squares this month, but guess at the end of the year I had just 
about saturated what Fists squares I could work. Hope conditions improve in 2007 
& we can find a lot more Fists squares to log. I must once again thank all those stal-
wart members that have given me maximum points again during December & also 
thank all members that have been there when there was an opening slot during the 
year & hope those slots get bigger in 2007 & we can make good use of them to fill 
in those Fists members squares. I did manage two very difficult QSO’s with David 
VK3DBD 3756, during Dec, not a whisper from over the pond, but very grateful for 
maximum points from our dear friend Erkki, OH7QR 8318, many thanks.  
 
Not a lot of DX this month, just a JA & 3XD for one point each, but fairly good re-
ports with my little bit of wire 30m dipole. 
  
That’s about it for 2006 Robert, I do hope you get a good response from members 
during 2007, but you can rest assured that I will still be there pestering you with my 
claims etc hi hi 
  
Thanks for your summary of December with both activities Peter, I was heartened 
when I saw your three new QSO's, all member numbers are quite recent ones, and 
especially pleased to see that your were the 1st in 2E0BBP's log of FISTS QSO's. It 
does tell us that our members are becoming more and more active as time goes on. 
Whether or not they enter the activities, its always nice to get the new (And not so 
new) members in the log. 
 
I received an email from Paul, F2YT FISTS #12511 Early in the New Year, telling 
me that he'd mailed a December entry for the WARC Challenge to me, and duly af-
ter a few days, the postman knocked on the door at M0BPT and thrust his pencil at 
me with the words "Sign for this" Paul's log had arrived. 
 
On opening it, I had to look in amazement at the entry, no less that Thirty, yes, 
THIRTY A4 pages containing his December entry of contacts on 30, 17, and 12m. 
On checking through the log quickly before continuing with whatever else I was do-
ing at the time I realized this was going to be an exceptional entry, when I'd sat 
down at my desk and digested all the information contained in the log sheets, I had 
to sit back and take in the magnitude of the entry for one month! After entering it 
into Excel and doing my checks for the usual errors, (As one or two of you know 
when you receive a mail from me saying "Can't allow that!) I marvelled at the score. 
You'll see it in the table, but I'll tell you that in one month, Paul amassed a total of 
836 points with 58 multipliers to achieve a score of 48488 points! This has cata-
pulted him into fourth place overall! Amazing!! Well done Paul! And thanks for your 
entry. I believe he only found out about the WARC Challenge when speaking to one 
of our entrants during a QSO on there. 
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OK, Let look at the final tables for 2006. Firstly the Activity Ladder. 
 

 
 
As you can see, Peter, G4LHI came through in the end to take first place this year, 
although not as close as last year, if you remember, Peter, M5ABN piped G4LHI at 
the finishing post to win by a margin of just two points. Congratulations Peter for the 
2006 win, Congratulations go also to Bob, G6GUN for getting second place, and 
again congratulations to Peter, M5ABN for third place, and also commiserations for 
not repeating last years success. 
 
Thank you all for your support throughout 2006. 
 
Certificates to the first three. 
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Onto the WARC Challenge 
 
 Congratulations to Stan, K4UK for taking first place with an exceptional score. As 
you may know, Stan spent most of his operational amateur time on the WARC fre-
quencies during 2006 and has been justly rewarded. you'll notice from his report 
earlier in the publication that he has been surprised by the potential of these much 
underrated frequencies. 
Congratulations also to Martin, IK2RMZ who has produced a very good return dur-
ing 2006, eventually overtaking Peter, G4LHI during the latter part of the year to 
gain second place. 
Congratulations to our dear friend and stalwart supporter of the FISTS Challenge 
scene, Peter, G4LHI for achieving third place. Peter fought hard throughout 2006 
dividing his time between this and the other FISTS activities to gain this position. 
Peter also commented on his surprise of the abilities of the WARC frequencies and 
was having a good time meeting up with old FISTS friends on there! 
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Congratulations also to Kevin, KI4DEF who takes the QRP Certificate for 2006. 
And mention must go too, to Erkki OH7QR, another stalwart supporter of the FISTS 
Challenges for his (And only) mixed log entry during 2006. I'm using my discretion 
and sending Erkki a certificate marking his achievement as more than 90% of his 
QSO's were done with QRP output (5W) and the remainder with no more than 50W. 
Incidentally, Stan, K4UK informs me that he's going to run QRP only with the 
WARC during 2007 just to set himself an extra challenge and see how well he can 
do! 
 
Thanks again to you all for your support. Congratulations to all who worked so hard 
during the year to achieve your goals. And I hope during 2007 you may do even 
better if you decide to enter again. 
I shall be contacting the award recipients during the next few days. 
 
Thanks to you all for taking time out during 2006 to get involved with what's been 
happening and thanks for taking time to send in your observations, comments, sta-
tistics etc. for all to read. Hope you'll do the same in 2007. Without your input there'll 
be no Brasspounder! 
 
From a personal point of view, how Brasspounder has evolved over the past year 
has surprised me somewhat! As you all know, it only started out as a quick "This is 
what's happening" Newsletter so everyone knew who they had to catch up with dur-
ing the Ladder activity.  
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I hear from people in different parts of the globe, who, just a matter of months ago, 
were complete strangers. And now I'm pleased to call them friends! 
And all through this wonderful hobby of ours! 
Amazing!!  
It all adds to the theory; 
AMATEUR RADIO ENTHUSIASTS ARE NOT STRANGERS, 
JUST FRIENDS WHO HAVE NEVER MET!  
 
Sincere good wishes to you all during 2007 
 
73, 
 
Keep bashing the Brass 
 
Thanks Robert for a interesting roundup of whats happening on the bands. 
 
Contest Information 2007 
 
Normally we will give you all the details of the next years contests in the last news-
letter of the year but since this is the first larger format newsletter we will give you 
all the details in this edition. Because of the amount of information we need to give 
you this will make this first booklet a bumper size edition. The normal size will be 
around 24 pages but the last edition of the year will be larger due to this extra infor-
mation. Anyway on with the Contest Rules for 2007. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE 2007 ACTIVITY CALENDAR, PLEASE 
READ. 

You'll notice when looking through the 2007 offerings, that I've revamped the 
ACTIVITY LADDER and added another challenge to the calendar. The reason 
behind this is to hopefully get members involved in the challenges on offer 
and encourage newcomers to our Society and mode a chance to integrate as 
quickly and painlessly as possible. Whether you're a CW man with many 
years experience. Or new to CW, or a new member of our Society, You'll find 
something that you'll enjoy getting involved with. Remember, all our chal-
lenges are meant to be a friendly affair with the emphasis on a rag chew, far 
removed from the usual "CQ TEST=UR 599 73, GL= CQ TEST" 

Take a look at "What's to do" within the FISTS Activity scene during 2007. 

**************************************************************************** 

There has been a requirement, since the abolition of the Code Pass requirement 
here in the UK for a challenge that encourages newcomers, both to our society, and 
the airwaves, the joy of CW. 

I’m introducing this challenge for 2007 which I hope will address this issue. Its not 
JUST for newcomers, it’s for all society members, the nervous newcomer, and the 
experienced CW operator alike to come together. 
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Introducing; 

The QRS UK POSTCODE/ZIP Challenge. 

Start. January 2007,Finish. December 2007 

Rules. 

MAXIMUM speed of approx 12wpm! 

You will be expected to match the speed of your QSO partner (Even if he/she 
is at 5wpm) 

Band. Any Amateur band except WARC 

Dates. 1 st and 3rd Sunday of every month 

Times Two, two-hour sessions operating between the hours of 1400-1600 and 
1900-2100 UTC.   NOTE: You can only submit ANY TWO of your two-hour ses-
sions out of a possible four! 

All information must be supplied to claim points for the QSO 

Date-Call-Band-Rprt-Name-Town-Postcode-FISTS NR-Points 

Example 

M0BPT 80M 599/579 Rob West Bromwich B 5576(or NM) 2(or1) 

A town/postcode combination can only be worked once a month!! 

i.e. the letter “B” covers 

 

Therefore, there are a possible 14 scoring combinations with the letter “B” and with 
over 100 postal code districts covering many towns in the UK the potential for good 
scores is high!! 

Alcester, Birmingham, Bromsgrove, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, Old-
bury, Redditch, Rowley Regis, Smethwick, Solihull, Studley, Sutton 
Coldfield, Tamworth, West Bromwich 

Alcester, Birmingham, Bromsgrove, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, Old-
bury, Redditch, Rowley Regis, Smethwick, Solihull, Studley, Sutton 
Coldfield, Tamworth, West Bromwich 
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In the case of an overseas contact the town and zip must be supplied 

(BEAR IN MIND THAT THE ACTIVITY IS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON UK POST-
CODES!!)(If anyone would like a list of UK postal districts, contact me) 

Scoring 

1 point NM 2 points members, 3 points affiliated club stns, 5 points National club 
stns. 

Returns/Logs   Monthly By the last day of the month in Excel format. 

(Results table posted in Brasspounder monthly) 

Awards     Four, 

Class1=QRP (Maximum 5Watts from the transmitter) 

Class2=QRP+ (Maximum 10Watts from the transmitter) 

Class3=Mixed (Self explanatory) 

Class4=QRO (Licenced legal limit) 

Therefore power output and class must be declared in your monthly return 

Certificates to the first three in each class 

All classes are open to any class of licensee, providing they DO NOT operate out-
side of their licence terms and conditions 

This challenge is meant to be a leisurely one with emphasis on newcomers to our 
society and mode, but of course we hope our experienced members will join in and 
share their knowledge and experience with our newcomers 

So newcomers and experienced alike, join in and dip your toes in the water! 

Good hunting! 

Any questions email me m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 

As with any of our challenges they are operated on trust. 

Dates of operation. 

Jan 7th/21st- Feb 4th/18th- Mar 4th/18th- Apr1st/15th- May 6th/20th- June 3rd/17th- 
July 1st/15th 

Aug 5th/19th- Sept 2nd/16th- Oct 7th/21st- Nov 4th/18th- Dec 2nd/16th. 
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PLEASE NOTE, These contests are meant to be fun and friendly as well as com-
petitive. 

Any contact not showing the required return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. All entries can be received by post or E-mail 
to;m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 

R.D.Walker, 125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich. B70 6RQ. 

 
ACTIVITY LADDER. January 2007 to December 2007. 

To be run on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month. 

Times  TWO, TWO HOUR SESSIONS OPERATING BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 
1400-1600 AND 1800-2000.   ALL TIMES UTC! 

NOTE: You can only submit ANY TWO of your two-hour sessions out of a possible 
four! Frequencies All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RETURNS/SCORING 

Scoring; 5 points FISTS club station, 3 points for a Fists affiliated Club Station, 2 
points for a 

Fist member, 1 point for a non-member. A station can only count once on each sun-
day. 

LOGS; to include;DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/
POINTS SCORED. 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO’s or 
QSY off the calling frequency . 

All returns are to be received by the 5 th of the next month. 

DATES; Jan 14 th/28th - Feb11th /25th - March 11th/25th - April 8 th/22nd - May 
13th/27th - June 10th/24th - July 8th/22nd . 

Aug 12th/26th - Sept 9th/23rd - Oct 14th/28th - Nov 14th/25th - Dec 9th/23rd . 

PLEASE NOTE, These contests are meant to be fun and friendly as well as com-
petitive.  Any contact not showing the required return information will be excluded 
from the total scores. 

All entries can be received by post or E-mail to;m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 
R.D.Walker, 125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich. B70 6RQ. 
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G3ZQS Fists W.A.R.C Band challenge 

This challenge is separate from all other activities in the FISTS calendar. 

From 00.01 1 st January 2007 to 23.59 31 st December 2007. 

Bands 30M, 17M &12M 

RULES 

Mode: C.W. Only 

Scoring: 1 point non members, 2 points FISTS members, 3 points Fists club 

Stations. 

Exchange: FISTS nr, or NM, and IARU locator square, (Four character format) 
which can be used as a multiplier for the total number of contacts made during the 
year. 

EXAMPLE 

#5576 (or) NM IARU Loc IO82 

FOR THE LOCATOR SQUARE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A MULTIPLIER, A CLUB 
MEMBER MUST HAVE BEEN WORKED WITHIN THE SQUARE. 

i.e. G9XYZ scores 2,400 points and gains 12 different locator squares on a combi-
nation of all three WARC Bands. 

= 2,400 x 12 = 28,800. 

REPEAT STATIONS: CAN ONLY BE WORKED A MAXIMUM OF FOUR TIMES 
PER MONTH.  

AWARDS : 

Outright winner: The “G3ZQS” Award with your call, year, etc, Engraved. 

1 st Runner up: certificate              2 nd Runner up: Certificate 

A certificate will also be awarded to the highest points scored by a QRP entrant. 
( Max 5w output at the transmitter) endorsed accordingly. 

Therefore all entrants must declare their power output. 

A certificate will also be awarded to the highest scoring “Receiving station” log. 
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LOGS; to include; DATE/CALL/NAME/LOCATOR/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/
POINTS SCORED 

EXAMPLE  M0BPT ROB IO82 30m 579/599 11.48 #5576 (or) NM 2pts 

Monthly returns by the14th of the next month By email in excel format please to: 
m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk 

Land mail to: R.D.Walker 125, Devereux Road. West Bromwich, West Midlands  
B70 6RQ England. 

The purpose of the challenge is to promote activity on the WARC Bands 

It is not a contest 

CALL “CQ FISTS” on or around the following frequencies; 

30m     10.118/10.128 MHz    17m     18.085 MHz    12m     24.918 MHz 

PLEASE NOTE, These contests are meant to be fun and friendly as well as com-
petitive. 

Any contact not showing the required return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. 

MIXED KEY WEEK.  
0001 UTC on 4th March to 2359 UTC on 10th March 07. 

Frequencies; All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

A station can only be worked once on each band during the week. A multiplier of 2 
points for every station 

Worked on 5 or more bands during the week, can be used against the total weekly 
score. 

Scoring; 5 points for a FISTS club station, 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Sta-
tion, 

2 points for a Fist Member. 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS; to include CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ POINTS. 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO’s or 
QSY off the calling frequency. 

TOTALS to show weekly score times the number of stations worked on  
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5 or more bands during the week. 

All returns are to be received by the 24th March 07. 

Any type of key or keyer may be used, but no keyboard sending or pre-
programmed messages from computers 

Or keyers allowed. 

PLEASE NOTE, These contests are meant to be fun and friendly as well as com-
petitive. 

Any contact not showing the required return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. 

All entries can be received by post or E-mail 

EUCW/FISTS QRS PARTY 2007 RULES FOR 2007 

FISTS CW Club invites all radio amateurs to take part in the annual EUCW/FISTS 
QRS Party over five days, Monday-Friday, in April each year. 

This is not a contest . Just enjoy plenty of slow Morse activity for a period of five 
days. The dates selected are intended to avoid weekend contest activity. Work any 
station, including members of EUCW clubs (see below), but send only in QRS. 
Standard QSO’s with non-participating stations can be included in logs. 

DATES/TIMES: From Monday 23th April 2007, 0001 UTC, to Friday 27th April 
2007, 2359 UTC. 

MODE: CW only. 

POWER: Any authorized power. 

CALL: CQ QRS. Stations may be worked once per day, per band. 

FREQUENCIES: Recommended areas of activity, +/- 10 kHz of the FISTS calling 
frequencies, including WARC bands (see below), but contacts can be made on any 
frequency. Non-QRP stations should avoid calling CQ on the popular QRP frequen-
cies (see below). 
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KEYS/SPEEDS: Use any type of key or keyer. No keyboard sending or pre-
programmed messages from computers or keyers, but pre-programmed CQ calls or 
CQ loops are permitted. Maximum speed 14 words per minute (70 cpm). The speed 
of a QSO should be at the speed of the slower station. 

CONTACTS: Normal friendly QSO's, no special requirements. QSO's with any sta-
tion count. Work any station in any country, including stations not taking part in the 
QRS Party but try to persuade them to work QRS. 

LOGS/FEEDBACK: This is not a contest, but logs and feedback will be welcomed 
in the following classes: 

A - More than 10w input or 5w output power 

B - QRP (10w input or 5w output, or less) 

C - Short wave listeners. 

Logs should show Date, Time, Call sign, Name, QTH and EUCW Club/Number (if 
appropriate) of the stations worked/heard, and may include up to three votes for 
"Most Readable Morse Heard" (one vote per station). 

AWARDS: 

a) A certificate will be awarded to the three participants working/hearing the most 
stations in each class. 

b) Certificates of Merit will be awarded to the three operators receiving most votes 
for the "Most Readable Morse Heard", provided the operators nominated have also 
submitted a log. If the operators receiving the most votes have not submitted a log 
the certificates of merit will be awarded to the qualifying operators with the next 
highest number of votes. In the event  
of a tie in first, second or third places, multiple certificates will be awarded, marked 
"Shared Award". 

SEND LOGS TO: FISTS/EUCW QRS Party Organizer 

Robert Walker M0BPT, 125,Devereux Road, West Bromwich,  B70 6RQ.     Eng-
land   E-mail: m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk   To be received by surface mail or e-mail 
not later than 31st May 2007. 
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STRAIGHT KEY WEEK. 

 0001 UTC on 2rd September to 2359 on 8th September 07. 

Frequencies; All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

Scoring; 5 points FISTS club stations, 3 points for a FISTS affiliated Club Station, 

2 points for a Fist Member, 1 point for a Non Member. 

Exchanges to be RST/NAME/QTH/FIST No or NM/DAY No. Sunday is Day 1 Mon-
day is Day 2 and so on 

To Saturday as Day 7. All entrants must have used a straight Key for all their 
QSO’s but the worked station Does not have to use a straight key. 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO’s or 
QSY off the calling frequency . 

LOGS to include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/DAY 
No/POINTS. 

All entries to be received by the 18 th September 06. 

PLEASE NOTE, These contests are meant to be fun and friendly as well as com-
petitive. 

Any contact not showing the required return information will be excluded from the 
total scores. 

All entries can be received by post or E-mail to; 

R.D.Walker, 125, Devereux Road, West Bromwich. B70 6RQ. 

m0bpt@blueyonder.co.uk   
 
Well That’s the Contests for 2007, hope that we see many members taking part ! 

 

Well that’s it for the first new format edition, its been a bit of a bumper edition due to 
all the contest rules. I hope you enjoy this format and would just like to say that we 
need your help to maintain and improve the quality of the contents in it, Please take 
the time to write or email me your articles for future editions . My address can be 
found in side the front cover of this booklet. 

Now hope to hear you on the bands best 73 Paul M0BMN. 
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Club Sales Page 
 
Welcome to the club sales page. 
 
We have a few items that are now available for 
members 
 
Hard enamelled badges   £2.00 Inc postage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Car window Stickers (Vinyl stick inside the 
glass)  £1 each inc Postage   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QSL Cards  (only with your own custom designs at the moment) £12.50 per 100 inc 

postage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Soon to be available items: (see next edition of Keynotes) 
 
Audio Practice CD’s    
 
5-10 WPM CD , a mix of random chars/Numbers and real QSO sessions  (60-70 
mins)   
 
12– 17  WPM  (as above but different QSO’s so no cheating!) 
 
20-25 WPM (again as above) 
 
Advanced practice disks at what ever speed you require  (Special Order) 
Other items will be made available in due course let us know what you feel we 
should be offering. 
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