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WINTER 2011 
Issue 18, Series 2 

The Magazine of the FISTS CW Club, the 
 International Morse Preservation Society 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

FISTS 25th Anniversary Year 
Activities and Awards 

 
Becoming a Radio Officer by 

John GM4GZQ 
 

Recording Titanic messages by 
Rich G4FAD 

 
Apprentice Technician at Bearley 

Radio Station by Colin M5FRA 
 

... and more besides! 

Club Goals 
 
¶ Further the use of CW 
¶ Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
¶ Engender friendships among members 

ά!ŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘǎ ǎǇŜŜŘΣ 
ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ 

 
ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ CL{¢{Σ 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ 

Website:  www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

{ƘƛǇΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŎƭƻŎƪ - see page 21 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk


CableTidy for Vibroplex keys 
This is a series of 4 PC Boards and 
cables to greatly simplify and tidy 
up the cable connections of the 
shown VIBROPLEX keys. 
 
The cables are 1 metre long and are 
terminated in a standard metal 6.4 
mm stereo plug as found on most 
rigs.  A 3.5 mm stereo plug cable 
can be supplied if REQUESTED. 
 
The boards are double sided plated 
through and Silver plated.  
Red in colour to match the Vibroplex red paddle keys however there is now a BLACK 
version for the VIBROPLEX ORIGINAL BUG models. 
The Rig cable is screened and flexible. 
 
The keys are shown for demonstration ONLY and are NOT included in the price. 
You are purchasing the PC Board of choice and its Key to Rig cable. 
All models inclusive of post costs are £20.00 or at a discount price of £18.00 for FISTS 
members (please quote your callsign when ordering). 
 

Isoterm Interfaces 

 

This is a range of radio-computer interfaces, available with a 5% discount for FISTS 
members.  For further information and pricing, visit www.g3liv.co.uk 

Mr J Melvin 
2 Salters Court, Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5BH 

Web: www.g3liv.co.uk 
Email: johnny.g3liv@gmail.com 
Tel: 0191 2843028 

ALL products can be viewed at  www.g3liv.co.uk   For reviews, see 
www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689 and www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456 

PSK31 Isoterm Multicon 
USB 

Isoterm Multimode 
interface 

DATA Isoterm 
Traveller 

PSK31 Isoterm Dual 
Deluxe 

http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
mailto:johnny.g3liv@gmail.com
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-6.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-5.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-8.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-4.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-7.htm
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Key Note is the magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
Except where stated, please send any letters to: 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Contacting us by email / telephone: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
 
For help with subscriptions and membership applications, please contact: 
Membership Secretary Email: members@fists.co.uk 
 
To arrange or volunteer for Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
 
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
 
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973  
To order items or to ask questions about club sales, please contact: 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
 
For questions about awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
4658 Capitan Drive, Fremont, CA, 94536-5448, USA 
 
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
For help, suggestions and comments on the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: webmaster@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net FISTS North America: www.fists.org 
 
Annual renewals for existing members are due by 1st April: 
£6 (Internet), £8 (post to UK)  £10 (post to Eu) and £13 (post to DX) 
Re-joiners and New Members only, please see the following table: 

Month of joining 
or re-joining 

Key Note 
via Internet 

Key Note by Post 

Dec, Jan, Feb or Mar £7.25  £9.50 UK (£12.00 Europe, £15.75 DX) 

Apr or May £6.00  £8.00 UK (£10.00 Europe, £13.00 DX) 

Jun, Jul or Aug £4.50  £6.00 UK (£7.50 Europe, £9.75 DX) 

Sep, Oct or Nov £3.00  £4.00 UK (£5.00 Europe, £6.50 DX) 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org
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QSL Bureau www.fists.co.uk/buro 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  buro@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Please write FISTS and the member number of the 
station you contacted at the top left of the QSL card. 
The bureau can also accept cards to be sent to mem-
bers of RSGB, RSARS, RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP.  
Please write the organisation name at the top left. 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members:  These are handled by the QSL Bureau 
Sub-managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  M6PHL 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

Incoming QSL cards for Eu & DX members:  Please send postage and not enve-
lopesτcontact Rob M0BPT (details at top of page) for more information. 
 
Please donate used stamps 
/ƘǳŎƪ aл!±² ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 

Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 

If you would like an acknowledgement by email, please include a slip with your 
email address on (BLOCK CAPITALS, please).   
Many thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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Editorial Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Welcome to the Winter 2011 Edition of Key Note. 
 
One of the entertaining aspects of looking after the European FISTS web-
ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ōƻȄ 
from time-to-time.  A number of these have been great opportunities for 
άƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘέ ŦƻǊ CL{¢{ ŀƴŘ /²Φ 
 
A trivial one was a chap playing a geo-caching game who wanted some 
aƻǊǎŜ ŎƻŘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎΦ  όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿŀǎ 
cheating or showing initiative!) 
 
A significant one was William Horwood, the author and novelist, who 
asked for some guidance on Morse code and Rob G4LMW obliged 
(covered in the Autumn 2011 Key Note). 
 
More recently, Merseyside Maritime Museum (Liverpool, UK) asked for 
help with a Titanic exhibit they are setting up for next year, which is the 
100th anniversary of its sinking.  This was followed by a similar request 
from Titanic Belfast.  Both of these are covered in an article in this edi-
tion by Rich, G4FAD. 
 
We were also asked to provide material for a Cub pack who will be learn-
ing a little about Morse code during an event for their Communicator 
Badge.  We produced a four page leaflet focused on fun and some facts.  
²ƘƛƭŜ LΩŘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛπ
censes and start bashing brass (although you never know), hopefully this 
will help leave a lasting impression and plant the seeds for a future inter-
est in Morse and radio.  Also at the younger end, a teacher from the USA 
asked if we could include a link that one of her pupils suggested on our 
website (they were learning about dealing with emergencies and the use 
of radio). 
 
!ǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нлмнΣ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ōƻȄ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ  
Speaking of 2012, please join in the new activities and awards we have, 
reflecting our 25th anniversary and the 100th anniversary of the sinking 
of the Titanic. 
 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn1011a5.pdf
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Event Calendar Available online at fists.co.uk/events 

Members worldwide are welcome to join in FISTS activities, regardless of 
which FISTS chapter runs them.  Details of the FOC Straight Key weekend 
are available on page 26 of the Autumn 2011 Key Note. 
There is a brief version of the calendar at the top right of the website 
home page fists.co.uk and a full one at fists.co.uk/events. 

First day Last day Event Times 

Wed 21 Dec  FOC Straight Key evening 1900-2200 UTC 

Sun 25 Dec  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 31 Dec Sun 01 Jan FOC Straight Key Weekend 0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 01 Jan  FISTS Prefix Awards start 0001 UTC 

Sat 07 Jan  EUCW ON5ME 160m party 2000-2300 UTC 

Sun 08 Jan  EUCW ON5ME 160m party 0400-0700 UTC 

Sun 08 Jan  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 22 Jan  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 11 Feb  FISTS NA Winter Sprint 1700-2100 UTC 

Sun 12 Feb  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 26 Feb  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 04 Mar Sat 10 Mar FISTS Eu Exchange Your Age Week 0001-2359 UTC 

Sun 11 Mar  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 25 Mar   FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ CL{¢{ 
and Key Note over the past year. 
 
Have a very happy Christmas and a prosperous, CW-filled New Year! 

http://fists.co.uk/events
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn1011a5.pdf
http://fists.co.uk/
http://fists.co.uk/events
http://fists.co.uk/news.html#news336
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/news.html#news296
http://fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#prefixaward
http://www.agcw.org/eucw/eu160.html
http://www.agcw.org/eucw/eu160.html
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.org/sprints.html
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistseyaw
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
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Membership Report Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
!ǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΥ LΩƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
mation as last quarter (e.g. Family Subscriptions).  
The reason is that the Winter edition of Key Note 
is sent out to new members in their Welcome 
Packs.  I promise to be briefer in Spring! 
 
 
Congratulations to the following FISTS Award 
winners: 
Ann KE6OIO #3364 Millionaire 4 Million Sticker 
Philip K9PL #6753 Worked All States 
Cecil K5YQF #8077 Rag Chewers 
Derek M0DRK #8344 Platinum Award 
Gene W5GXV #11347 Millionaire Award 17 Million Sticker 
Billy M0JHA #12589 Basic Century Award and 1 X QRP Award 
Gary W4IHI #13344 Millionaire 4 Million Sticker 
Richard AC0MP #15301 Basic Century and Millionaire 
 
FISTS Awards are included in your membership.  Details of the awards 
and how to apply for them are sent out to new members and are also 
available on the website: www.fists.co.uk/awards. 

Subscriptions 
Thanks to John M0EEP, #12513 for pointing out that the details of sub-
scriptions have not been in all Key NotesΤ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōǊƛŜŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ 
page 3. 
 
Annual subscriptions are due by 1st April 2012 but you can pay at any 
ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊǎ ƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŘǳŜ όŜΦƎΦ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
have paid more than a year in advance), your next renewal date is on the 

Graham G3ZOD 

Silent Keys 
LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ {ƛƭŜƴǘ YŜȅǎΥ 

455 G4OHX Sam 
1135 G0TBB Bob 
1199 G3HBN Jimmy 
10823 G7LVD Frank 

http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
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Key Note ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭŀōŜƭΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ όŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ 
page 3) and I will let you know. 
 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΤ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ tŀȅπ
Pal works (at least the free version we use) on websites makes it difficult 
ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ 
this, please send me an email with the type of subscription and how 
Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 
 

Family Memberships 
FISTS members can enrol members of their family who are living at the 
same address.  Each family member will be allocated their own FISTS 
member number.  There is no additional cost for this.  For members with 
postal subscriptions, we send one copy of Key Note to the address.  If 
family members are nominated when a member first joins, we will in-
clude additional membership certificates in their membership pack. 
 
Affiliated Clubs 
Clubs can also be affiliated with FISTS and allocated a FISTS member 

New Members 
Welcome to the following new members: 

*1 Ossett Amateur Radio Operators club 
*2 Note the new number sequence 

15578 G0BCU David 
15579 G0HGH Jim 
15580 M0TGN Dan 
15581 GM8GIQ Chuck 
15582 M6PXY Andy 
15583 M0PBZ Phil 
15584 M0SFT Dave 
15585 LA4XX Hal 
15586 M0HTB Henryk 
15587 OH3GGQ Sauli 
15588 M0DDR Steve 
15589 G0LJT John 

15590 M0HKS Mike 
15591 DK8RE Hans 
15592 G4CXQ Dave 
15593 M0JRB Robert 
15593 G8BUN Robert 
15594 M0ORO Ossett ARO*1 
15595 G3YZZ Keith 
15596 DK3UZ Eddi 
15597 G2DXU Alan 
15598 MW6XRO Alan 
15599 G0MDR Fred 
15801 M6JPF Jerry*2 

http://www.qrz.com/db/M0ORO
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Spring Key Note 
 
The deadline for the Spring Key Note will be the 15th of February.  Please 
take some time and send in your articles, photographs and letters.  They 
can be emailed to keynote@fists.co.uk or sent by post to: 
 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 

number.  There is no cost involved; the only requirement is that at least 
one member of the club is a paid-up member of FISTS.  Having affiliated 
club callsigns on the air makes it more fun for the participants in FISTS 
activities and awards as well as showing allegiance to FISTS. 
 
Changes of address, email or callsign 
Please let me know of any changes to your email, postal address or call-
sign (contact details on page 3). 
 
²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ Key Note?!?! 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǊ άŘƛƎƛǘŀƭέ Key Note, 
please let me know so I can investigate (contact details on page 3). 
 
5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ κ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ όŀƪŀ άŜƳŀƛƭέύ YŜȅ bƻǘŜǎ 
Like many other clubs, some years ago we had to give up trying to send 
out Key Note as an email attachment*3 and instead send out an email no-
tification via a Yahoo group mailing list; the email includes a hyperlink to 
the new Key NoteΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘƛƎƛǘŀƭέ Key Note, please 
watch out for the email telling you when there is a new one, which is 
every 3-4 months.  A notification is also provided on the website News, 
RSS feed, Facebook and Twitter web pages.  Additionally, at any time you 
Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ Key Note Archive fists.co.uk/mkn to download the 
current and previous Key Notes. 
 
*3 One of the reasons is that trying to send it directly would result in Inter-
ƴŜǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇŀƳέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
and size of our emails.  Another is that some email services impose size 
limits that exclude Key Note (which is typically around 4 megabytes). 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
http://fists.co.uk/news.html
http://www.fists.co.uk/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/FistsCwClub
http://twitter.com/FISTS_CW_Club
http://fists.co.uk/mkn
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FISTS Activities Calendar 2012 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
  
L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлмнΦ 
 
Firstly, you'll notice the deletion of the EUCW-FISTS QRS Activity.  I've 
decided to remove this for 2012 owing to general apathy towards the 
event and dwindling numbers of entrants.  For those who enjoy the 
event, fear not, I shall make it a Bi-ennial event; and look at participation 
next year. 
I have ended the Four Seasons Activity (FSA) as you will see.  It has been 
an interesting exercise, and something I may repeat in the future.  Certifi-
cates will be mailed to the participants at the beginning of 2012.  Thanks 
to all for your support. 
 
Secondly, you'll see three new additions to the calendar. 
As you'll be aware, 2012 heralds the 25 years that have passed since the 
society came into being.  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ L 
hope many of you will be able to be active during the Silver Jubilee event 
that is planned. 
I shall open the event to, and offer an award to the highest placed non-
member to encourage all to join us on this special occasion. 
 
You will also notice a special 24 hour event commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of the loss of the RMS Titanic.  At the moment I'm awaiting 
confirmation from third parties worldwide that will be recognising this 
event. 
I will keep you up to date with who will be participating.  Keep looking at 
the Fists NG and Key Note for updates.  This will be operational on the 
15th of April 2012. 
 
You will also notice that I've abolished the rule that outlawed the use of 
pre-programmed CQ Loops.  This has been done in response to feedback 
from participants.  NOTE: this does not apply to SKW, and will be only 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ /vΩǎΗ 
 
And finally, take a look at the other new activity for 2012; the counties 
week, where all can focus on chatting with amateurs from all parts of the 
British Isles and Eire. 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
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PLEASE NOTE: 
ANY EVENT OVERLAP WITH THE LADDER ACTIVITY MAY COUNT FOR 
BOTH AS LONG AS ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED IS SUBMITTED. 
 
I do hope that you'll find time to come on air and support the events that 
have been planned for 2012. 
73. M0BPT 
 
Ladder Activity 2012 

DATES 
January 2012 to December 2012. To be run on the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day of every month. 

TIMES 
TWO, TWO HOUR SESSIONS OPERATING BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 
1400-1600 AND 1800-2000. ALL TIMES UTC! NOTE: You can only 
submit ANY TWO of your two-hour sessions out of a possible four! 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORING 

5 points FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points Fists affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist member. 

 1 point for a non-member. 

A station can only count once on each Sunday. 

LOGS 
DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/POINTS 
SCORED. 

DATES 
Jan 8th/22nd - Feb 12th /26th - March 11th/25th - April 8th/22nd - 
May 13th/27th - June 10th/24th- July 8th/22nd - Aug 12th/26th - 
Sept 9th/23rd - Oct 14th/28th- Nov 11th/25th - Dec 9th/23rd 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency. PLEASE NOTE, These 
activities are meant to be fun and friendly as well as competitive. 
Any contact not showing the required return information will be 
excluded from the total scores. 

SEND TO 

All entries can be received by post or E-mail to; R.D.Walker, FISTS-
PO Box 6743, Tipton DY4 4AU. Logs are to be received by the 5th of 
the next month in Excel, CSV, tabbed word formats or hard copy. E-
mail: m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk 
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Exchange Your Age Week 2012 

 
Titanic 24 Hour Sprint 2012 

 Titanic 24 Hour Sprint 2012 continued on next page 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 4th March to 2359 UTC Saturday 10th March 
2012. UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

Here's a fun event where our senior members are going to be in 
demand! Simple rules; usual exchange between members/non-
members. BUT Exchange your age with your QSO partner(s) and at 
the end of the event; total the ages exchanged and add them to 
your final points score! 

SCORING 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. (AGE) 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency. All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 24th March 2012. Any type of key or keyer may be 
used. A station can only be worked once per day during the event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 

DATE 00.01 - 23.59 UTC Sunday 15th April 2012. 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 
Recognising the 100th anniversary of the loss of the RMS Titanic on 
the 15th April 1912. This event is a standard exchange between 
stations. 
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Counties Week 2012 

Counties Week 2012 continued on next page 

SCORING 

10 points for any Titanic special event station. 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. 

GENERAL 

Titanic special event stations from around the world will be active 
on this day. I shall keep you aware of all calls when information is 
updated 

VO1MGY: Admiralty House Communications Museum, Mount 
Pearl, NL. Canada. 

SEND TO 

All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please.  To be 
received no later than the 30th April 2012. 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 10th June to 2359 UTC Saturday 16th June 2012. 
UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

This simple fun event gives members the chance to chase counties 
in the United kingdom, Northern Ireland and Eire. 

Usual exchange between members, non-members. 

Exchange the county of operation with your QSO partner for a 
bonus point. 

SCORING 

5 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. (County) 
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Silver Jubilee Week 2012 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency.  All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 30th June 2012.  Any type of key or keyer may be 
used.  A station can only be worked once per day during the event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU. Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 2nd September to 2359 UTC Saturday 8th Sep-
tember 2012. UTC 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

RULES 

A simple event recognising the passing of 25 years since the 
founding of the society. 

A "Founders award" will be issued to the highest scoring 
participant! 

If 50 members (or more) are worked during the activity, I will 
award certificates of merit endorsing the achievement. 

This event is open to entries from non-members. 

For the first time I shall offer an award for the log of the highest 
non-member entrant. 

SCORING 

10 points for a FISTS HQ station. 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

 2 points for a Fist Member. 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/TIME/FIST No or NM/ 
POINTS. 

GENERAL 

PLEASE vacate or pass on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continu-
ous QSO's or QSY off the calling frequency.  All logs are to be re-
ceived by the 29th September 2012.  Any type of key or keyer may 
be used. A station can only be worked once per day during the 
event. 

SEND TO 
All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU.  Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 
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Straight Key Week 2012 (SKW) 

DATE 
0001 UTC Sunday 2nd December to 2359 Saturday 8th December 
2012 UTC. 

QRG All licensed amateur bands except the WARC bands. 

SCORE 

5 points FISTS HQ stations 

(GX0IPX, GX3ZQS, MX5IPX, VK2FDU, ZL6FF, JL3YMV, KN0WCW) 

 3 points for a FISTS affiliated Club Station, 

 2 points for a Fist Member 

 1 point for a Non Member. 

EXCHANGE 

RST/NAME/QTH/FIST No or NM/DAY No. Sunday is Day 1 Monday 
is Day 2 and so on To Saturday as Day 7.  All entrants must have 
used a straight Key for all their QSO's but a worked station does not 
have to use a straight key. 

LOGS 
To include DATE/CALL/NAME/QTH/QRG/RST/TIME/FIST No or NM/
DAY No/POINTS. All entries to be received by the 31st December 
2012. 

GENERAL 

A station can only be worked once per day!  PLEASE vacate or pass 
on the FIST calling frequency after 5 continuous QSO's or QSY off 
the calling frequency.  PLEASE NOTE, these contests are meant to 
be fun and friendly as well as competitive.  Any contact not show-
ing the required return information will be excluded from the total 
scores. 

AMEND-
MENTS 

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES!  As from 2010 a manual sideswiper 
may be used as long as no electronic means of keying are used.  
This amendment has been allowed for those who find straight key-
ing for a long period of time causing discomfort and aggravating 
any medical condition. 

AWARDS Certificates to the three highest placed entrants. 

SEND LOGS 
TO 

All entries can be received by post to: R.D.Walker M0BPT. FISTS - 
PO Box 6743, TIPTON, DY4 4AU.  Or email m0bpt(at)yahoo.co.uk in 
Excel/csv/tabbed word document format if possible please. 
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FISTS 25th Anniversary Prefix Awards 2012 Nancy WZ8C, #379 
 
To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of FISTS CW Club, The International Morse 
Preservation Society announces that three versions of a new operating achieve-
ment award will be available starting 0001Z January 1, 2012. 
 
Two of the awards are open to 
everyone, and everyone can be 
used toward the total score (not 
Ƨǳǎǘ CL{¢{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
hoping to get as many people 
actively pursuing this as possible.  
There are three versions of this 
award - two, as I said, are open 
to all.  The third involves a 
plaque for reaching a special 
achievement level and is only 
available to FISTS members. 
 
 
Here are the rules.  It might 
sound complicated, but it's actu-
ally a basic prefix award. Many 
people have been asking for a 
prefix award, so we incorporated 
it into the Anniversary Award. 
 
 
There may be a revision here and there as the Chapters decide what endorse-
ments, if any, they want to add to the Anniversary Award, but this will give you 
the general idea τ at least enough to get started in January. 
 
 
Version One is a basic open-ended award for working 25 unique prefixes in 
each of the ten call number zones (zero-nine).  Each prefix is one point, regard-
less of country.  The contact must be a valid two-way CW QSO between two 
licensed amateur radio operators.  No relays or repeater contacts allowed. Any 
type of Morse code device may be used. 
 
For the purpose of the Prefix Award, the call zone will be the number in the le-
gally assigned callsign, regardless of location.  Mobile/portable contacts are per-
mitted, but the call zone is the one in the callsign, not any modifier used 
because of location. 

Nancy WZ8C, #379 at Dayton 2011 with 
Colin GM0IFM, #728 and Martin GM0UKI  
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For example: 
Yс5C ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭǎƛƎƴ aaκYс5C ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άYέ 
ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άсέ Ŏŀƭƭ ȊƻƴŜΦ 
aκ5[п!./ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ά5[έ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άпέ Ŏŀƭƭ ȊƻƴŜΦ 
±ом!b ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ά±оέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ м Ŏŀƭƭ ȊƻƴŜ 
 
If you work AB1CD, and count the AB prefix in the 1 call zone, then work them 
again after they get the vanity call A1CD, you may count them again as an A 
prefix in the 1 call zone.  For this award, the prefix is what counts, not the op-
erator or location. 
 
There is no time limit to earn this basic award and successful applicants will re-
ceive a 250 Prefix Award certificate. 
 
Version Two follows the same rules as Version One, with the exception of the 
completion date. It must be completed by 2359Z December 31, 2012. 
 
Successful applicants of this award will earn an FISTS 25th Anniversary Prefix 
Award certificate. 
 
For Versions One and Two, contacts may be made with active, lapsed and non-
FISTS.  At least one of the contacts in each of the callsign districts 
must be a FISTS member. 
 
Version Three 
A plaque will be awarded for those who complete the award as described in 
Version Two, with the exception of the prefix contacts being only with hams 
with FISTS numbers.  The prefix can be from a FISTS anywhere in the world and 
working FISTS outside your country is encouraged.  The FISTS number should be 
exchanged on the air. 
 
The Chapters may have Chapter plaques in addition to the Version 3 plaque, at 
the discretion of the Chapter.  This, and any DX Chapter endorsements to the 
Anniversary Prefix Award will be announced later in the year.  To give all Chap-
ters an equal playing field for a plaque, the Chapter plaques may only be earned 
by someone belonging to that Chapter. 
 
¶ Logs must include the complete callsign, time and date of the QSO, QTH, and 

first name of the operator worked. 
¶ If applying for Version Three (the plaque), the FISTS number of the operator 

worked must also be included. 
¶ It is possible to earn all three versions of the award. 



Page 18 

¶ The certificates and plaques will not be numbered. 
¶ FISTS reserves the option to issue endorsement stickers to Version One to 

acknowledge future accomplishments. 
¶ Dupe sheets/worksheets and entry forms will be available on the website 
¶ Entry materials must be submitted by January 30, 2013 for Version Two and 

Three. There is no ending date for Version One (The 250 Prefix Award). 
 
Ed:  Here are some more examples of determining the prefix and call zone num-
ber for UK and special event callsigns: 

M3QFE will be M in the 3 call zone 
2E0QNH will be 2E in the 0 call zone 
GB1234QNH will be GB123 in the 4 call zone 

The technique is take everything up to and including the set of digits that occur 
after the first letter or letters in the callsign, e.g. from the above callsigns, that 
gives you M3, 2E0 and GB1234.  The call zone is the last digit (3, 0 and 4) and 
the prefix is everything to the left of it (M, 2E and GB123). 
 
You can use paper log sheets or a spreadsheet to track your progress towards 
the new Prefix Awards.  However, the latest version of the FISTS Log Converter 
program for Windows makes it very easy to track your progress towards these 
and other FISTS awards and is available free from fists.co.uk/flc. 

Snapshot showing the 
progress towards the 

Prefix Awards 

Snapshot showing the 
prefixes worked to-

wards the Version One 
Award 

http://fists.co.uk/flc
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Slow Speed Morse (QRS) Contacts  
 
You can use the Slow Speed Morse (QRS) Contacts scheme fists.co.uk/qrs 
to arrange QSOs at a speed of your choice with volunteers from the list. 
 
Requesting a Contact 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŀ vw{ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 
¶ You can contact the member directly by email or telephone. 
¶ If you want to contact a member whose telephone number is listed 

ŀǎ άhƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘέ, please send an email to John M0CDL 
qrs@fists.co.uk and he will reply with the telephone number. 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ άhƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘέ, please send the callsign 
of the member and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to John: 
Mr. J. S. Griffin M0CDL, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford DY6 7QE. 

 
List of Volunteers 

 
 

Location Station Phone / Email Bands / Availability 

Neratovice 
Czech Republic 

Petr 
OK2CQR 

0042 0774 747 482 
petr@ok2cqr.com 

160m-10m Evenings & weekends 

Tuusniemi 
Finland 

Erkki 
OH7QR 

+3585 0514 9271 
oh7qr@sral.fi 

80m-10m, prefer 30m-10m.  Most 
times but not after 19 UTC, conditions 
are best during the daytime. E-mail or 
SMS to mobile phone is OK. 

Chard 
Somerset 

Pol 
G3HAL 

Phone: On request 
ronald@g3hal. 
eclipse.co.uk 

40m, 80m & perhaps 2m.  Afternoons 
& after 21:00. 

Coventry 
West Midlands 

Matt 
M0ZAI 

07917 466999 
mcjgrice@gmail.com 

40m-15m & 2m.  Weekday evening 
apart from Mondays after 20:00 & 
most weekends. 

Derby 
Derbyshire 

Kev 
G4CMZ 

1956kevin@ 
gmail.com 

80m, 6m & 2m. QRP only.  Weekends, 
shift worker so various in the week. 

Ely 
Cambs. 

Phil 
M6PHL 

phil09@tiscali.co.uk 160m-70cm Evenings & Weekends. 

Flixton 
Manchester 

Billy 
M0JHA 

07816 991289 
m0jha@mail.com 

40m Up to 15wpm; Flixton & sur-
rounding area. 

http://fists.co.uk/qrs
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
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Please Volunteer! 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  IƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƛǎ not a 
requirement; if you can receive and send with good spacing at 10wpm, 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀǘ нлǿǇƳ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǘπ
ters and words that run together. 
 
If you're not willing to have your telephone number published on the 
website and in Key Note, please consider giving us a telephone number 
anyway so that we can pass it on to individual members if they request 
it.  This will help us to provide a service for members who are not Inter-
net users. 
 
Please send John M0CDL the following details by email to 

Location Station Phone / Email Bands / Availability 

Huntingdon 
Cambs. 

Peter 
G4LHI 

Phone: On request 
peterg4lhi@ 
ntlworld.com 

Prefer 80m & 2m.  Any time, subject 
to other commitments.  Prefer to QRS 
to maximum 12 wpm for practice. 

Kingswinford 
West Midlands 

John 
M0CDL 

john@fists.co.uk 160m-70cm.  Most times but not af-
ter 22:00 local weekdays, 22:30 week-
ends. C.W Speed up to 12 wpm. 

London (South) Colin 
M0XED 

0203 489 9436 
butcher_colin@ 
yahoo.co.uk 

40m-10m & 2m Mon, Wed from 
19:00 UTC on 80m, 40m, 20m.  Sat, 
Sun from 19:00 UTC 40m ς 10m, 2m.  
Please contact to arrange sked. 

Nantwich 
Cheshire 

John 
M0JCD 

Phone: On request 
M0JCD@talktalk.net 

160m-10m & 2m.  Most afternoons 
and evenings. Up to 20wpm. 

New Forest 
Hants. 

Fred 
M0ICW 

Phone: On request 
m0icw@hotmail.co.uk 

80m, 40m, 20m, 2m.  24/7 (by prior 
arrangement). QRS only (up to 10 
wpm). 

Romsey 
Hants. 

John 
M0XIG 

07780 992564 
john.m0xig@ 
telegraph.eclipse. 
co.uk 

40m, 20m, 15m, 10m.  Generally day 
evening & weekend.  Prefer around 
15wpm. 

Stafford 
Staffs. 

Stan 
G0BYA 

07954 130 390 
stan.raf@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

Stan also provides Tuesday GB2CW 
sessions on 2m & 80m. 

Stockport 
Greater 
Manchester 

Graham 
G3ZOD 

webmaster@ 
fists.co.uk 

80m-70cm 
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CǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΥ {ƘƛǇΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŎƭƻŎƪ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƻǿƴŜŘ 
by John, GM4GZQ #9800.  The red segments show the emergency silence 
periods for 500 Kc/s and the green for 2182 Kc/s.  John writes: 
 
The clock is a genuine radio room clock but was never installed in a radio 
room.  It is a quartz one and was purchased new as an anniversary gift to 
me from my wife.  It was bought from Sewills of Liverpool, sadly no 
longer in business, who supplied clocks, sextants, chronometers and 
other navigational equipment to both the Royal Navy and Merchant 
Navy. 
 
I have seen the same clock on the bridges of Caledonian MacBrayne fer-
ries and other ships still sailing today. 
 
Facsimile radio room clocks are available on e-Bay but the hand dimen-
sions are wrong so they don't look quite right.  Genuine original 8-day 
clocks do show up from time to time but good examples are now collec-
ǘƻǊǎΩ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ 

qrs@fists.co.uk or by post to: 
 
John Griffin, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 7QE. 
 
1. Your first name. 
2. Callsign. 
3. Town/City.  
4. Email address.  
5. Telephone number (optional but see next line!). 
6. If you are providing a telephone number, whether we can publish it 

for all members or if we can give it to individual members who re-
quest it. 

7. List of bands you can operate on. 
8. When you are available (e.g. during the day, evening or weekend). 
9. Any other brief comments (e.g. preferred highest CW speed). 
10. Permission for us to publish the details you've sent us on the website 

and in Key Note. 

mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
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Dawson Thompson, G3AHS #265, Silent Key  
 
Many thanks to the Newbury and District Radio 
Amateur Radio Society (NDARS) for this photo-
graph and obituary, which gives more insight 
ƛƴǘƻ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
 
Born in Cumbria, Dawson had a very diffi-
cult childhood, contracting TB of the spine 
at an early age.  At school he learned 
Morse code and became a very accom-
plished operator.  Joining the RAF at the 
earliest opportunity, his skills were soon 
recognised and he became a radio opera-
tor.  During the second world war he saw 
service in Europe, and the Far East, serving 
in Burma and India.  Along with his colleagues he travelled 300 miles 
through Burma to escape the Japanese invasion, with little food or water 
for most of the journey, during which he contracted malaria.  Weighing 
just over 6 stone he was awarded the Burma Star and given a few weeks 
to live.  
 
He married Kate in 1948 and they had two daughters.  The family moved 
to Baughurst in 1956 when Dawson went to work at AWE, retiring in 
1983.  Kate died in 1980 and Dawson spent 18 years living on his own 
enjoying his love of Amateur Radio and collecting Morse keys. 1998 be-
gan a new chapter in his life when he married Cynthia.  
 
Dawson was a man of many talents and skills, an accomplished artist 
with a love of painting steam railway engines until his eyesight failed.  He 
liked music, particularly German Brass Bands and Strauss Waltzes.  His 
real passion was for Amateur Radio particularly Morse code.  When he 
was not using a key he would be making or repairing one.  Through the 
local radio clubs he encouraged young and old to take up CW and con-
struct their own equipment. 
 
He was very well known and respected both locally and on air and will be 
sadly missed. 

Dawson Thompson 
17 June 1920 - 21 September 2011  
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/ƘǊƛǎ D¦о¢¦·Σ Імолт ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
 
5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ .ŜǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ /ǊŜƳŀǘƻǊƛǳƳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ 
(Tuesday 11th October).  The simple secular event included addresses 
from Gus, G3LLK of the Newbury Society, and Bob, M0KER, from the Bas-
ingstoke Club.  As well as Dawson's love of amateur radio and the CW 
mode, we were reminded of his service in Burma during WW2 as a RAF 
wireless operator.  He wore the Burma Star Association's badge proudly 
on his lapel alongside his amateur radio pins.  Basingstoke branch of the 
RAF Association (RAFA) paraded their standard at the funeral.  I had also 
forgotten that Dawson was an accomplished water colour artist, favour-
ing steam railway scenes.  Also present was Alan Wood, G4EEE, co-
founder of Wood and Douglas Ltd. whose head office is close to Daw-
son's home. 
 
Whilst the majority of the attendees were family members, the radio 
amateur representation and participation well reflected the respect that 
Dawson enjoyed amongst the ham community. 

My Most Rewarding DX QSO Bill G4WJM #9841 
 
One of the most interesting as-
pects of this great hobby of 
ours, for me, is chasing DX using 
QRP.  With the recent improve-
ment of propagation conditions 
on the HF bands, I set myself 
the challenge of working 100 
entities with maximum power 
of one watt. 
 
One afternoon in October, I was 
tuning through 28MHz when I 
heard a QSO between 5R8AL and an American station. The Madagascar 
operator ς Alain, near Antanananarivoτ was working simplex at 25wpm, 
so I carefully tuned to zero beat with him and waited for a chance to call 
with my QRPP. 
 

Bill G4WJM works exclusively on CW 
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Unfortunately it was not long before a pile-up of European stations de-
veloped, but I kept trying. 
 
{ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ !ƭŀƛƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǘƻ олǿǇƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ άv{· ол ¦έΦ !ǎ 
quickly as I could, I set up the split frequency, but a DL station got there 
first and made the QSO.  I then called and was amazed when Alain came 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǇǊƻǇŜǊέ v{hΣ ƴƻ рbb тоΣ όƳȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ 
439/QSB) and I then continued listening for a few minutes.  Incredibly 
ǘƘŜ 5[ ƻǇΦ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ άv{· ол ¦έ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎπ
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ƭŀƛƴΩǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅΦ 
 
I hope this little story emphasises the importance of rule #1: 
Listen, Listen, & Listen again!  If any members already have DXCC/QRP & 
are wondering what to do next, why not try milliwatting? 
73/72 es gud hunting. 

Signal Stones Ian, G6TGO, #14556 

Whilst on holiday in Jersey in the Channel Isles a 
few years ago, I noticed these blocks bearing the 
phonetic alphabet and associated Morse symbols 
and mast flag.  They were located on the quay side 
of Albert pier in St Helier. 


