
Frequencies: 1.818, 3.558, 7.028, 10.118/128, 14.058, 18.085, 21.058, 24.918, 28.058 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

Fist On the Air Awards 
 

Professional qualifying 
speeds in Morse Code 

 
Over Here in the USA 

 
DXpedition To Swaziland  

 
FOXX-3 Review 

 
ά{Ƙŀƭƭ L ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ {h{Κέ  

 
Police Radio History 

 
... and much more! 

Club Goals 
 
¶ Further the use of CW 
¶ Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
¶ Engender friendships among members 

ά!ŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘǎ ǎǇŜŜŘΣ 
ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ 

 
ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ CL{¢{Σ 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ 

Website:  www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

ά/ƻŦŜŜέ ōǳƎ ƪŜȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ wƻƴ Dо¸¦Iτsee page 17 
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http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk


CableTidy for Vibroplex keys 
This is a series of 4 PC Boards and 
cables to greatly simplify and tidy 
up the cable connections of the 
shown VIBROPLEX keys. 
 
The cables are 1 metre long and are 
terminated in a standard metal 6.4 
mm stereo plug as found on most 
rigs.  A 3.5 mm stereo plug cable 
can be supplied if REQUESTED. 
 
The boards are double sided plated 
through and Silver plated.  
Red in colour to match the Vibroplex red paddle keys however there is now a BLACK 
version for the VIBROPLEX ORIGINAL BUG models. 
The Rig cable is screened and flexible. 
 
The keys are shown for demonstration ONLY and are NOT included in the price. 
You are purchasing the PC Board of choice and its Key to Rig cable. 
All models inclusive of post costs are £20.00 or at a discount price of £18.00 for FISTS 
members (please quote your callsign when ordering). 
 

Isoterm Interfaces 

 

This is a range of radio-computer interfaces, available with a 5% discount for FISTS 
members.  For further information and pricing, visit www.g3liv.co.uk 

Mr J Melvin 
2 Salters Court, Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5BH 

Web: www.g3liv.co.uk 
Email: johnny.g3liv@gmail.com 
Tel: 0191 2843028 

ALL products can be viewed at  www.g3liv.co.uk   For reviews, see 
www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689 and www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456 

PSK31 Isoterm Multicon 
USB 

Isoterm Multimode 
interface 

DATA Isoterm 
Traveller 

PSK31 Isoterm Dual 
Deluxe 

http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
mailto:johnny.g3liv@gmail.com
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-6.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-5.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-8.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-4.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-7.htm
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/


Key Note is the quarterly magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. Tel: 01902 338973 
 
Contacting us by email: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
  
For feedback/help with the RAIBC audio version of Key Note, please contact: 
Chris Pearson  G5VZ Email: chris@g5vz.co.uk 
  
For help with subscriptions, membership and the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: members@fists.co.uk   
To arrange or volunteer for Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
  
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
  
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973 
To order items or to ask questions about Club Sales, please contact: 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
  
For questions about Awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
 4658 Capitan Drive, Fremont, CA, 94536-5448, USA  
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group Forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
 FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net 
 FISTS North America: www.fists.org 
 
Subscriptions can be sent to FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
  
Existing Members: 2012-2013 Subscriptions are now overdue! 
£6 KN via Internet £8 KN post to UK £10 KN post to Eu  £13 KN post to DX 
  
Re-joiners and New Members ONLY: please see the following table: 

Month of joining 
or re-joining 

Key Note 
via Internet 

Key Note by Post 

Dec, Jan, Feb or Mar £7.25  £9.50 UK (£12.00 Europe, £15.75 DX) 

Apr or May £6.00  £8.00 UK (£10.00 Europe, £13.00 DX) 

Jun, Jul or Aug £4.50  £6.00 UK (£7.50 Europe, £9.75 DX) 

Sep, Oct or Nov £3.00  £4.00 UK (£5.00 Europe, £6.50 DX) 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:chris@g5vz.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org
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QSL Bureau www.fists.co.uk/buro 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  buro@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Please write FISTS and the member number of the 
station you contacted at the top left of the QSL card. 
The bureau can also accept cards to be sent to mem-
bers of RSGB, RSARS, RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP.  
Please write the organisation name at the top left. 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members:  These are handled by the QSL Bureau 
Sub-managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  2E0DPH 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

Incoming QSL cards for Eu & DX members:  Please send postage and not enve-
lopesτcontact Rob M0BPT (details at top of page) for more information. 
 
Please donate used stamps 
/ƘǳŎƪ aл!±² ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 

Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 

If you would like an acknowledgement by email, please include a slip with your 
email address on (BLOCK CAPITALS, please).   
Many thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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Anniversaries and Celebrations Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Welcome to the Summer 2012 edition of Key Note, the second in our 
FISTS 25th Silver Anniversary Year.  As part of the celebrations, coming 
up soon will be the  Eu Silver Jubilee Week on-air activity, running 24x7 
from Sunday 2nd to Saturday 8th September.  Please stop by and have as 
many QSOs as you can. 
 
Following on from the FISTS 25th Anniversary Mugs in the Spring edition, 
we can now provide glassware mementosτplease see the next page.  As 
with the mugs, the prices set cover the cost to us and shipping only.  
²ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ wƻō aл.t¢ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ 
he has put into commissioning and shipping the mugs and glassware. 
 
LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘȅǇŜ Key  Note as a single word: Keynote.  I 
have looked back over our online newsletter archive.  The first newslet-
ter to have the name was April 1991, with the two words hyphenated: 
άY9¸-bh¢9έΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘȅǇƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
the December 1991 ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΥ άY9¸  bh¢9έΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
way.  So now you know! 
 
Coincidentally, 
the April 1991 
newsletter 
was the one 
that an-
nounced the 
activation of 
the callsign 
MØRSE by 
CL{¢{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊǿŜƴ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ /ƭǳōΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ aƻǊǎŜΩǎ 
200th birthday, discussed later in this edition.  Jim G4YLB has put to-
gether a video of footage he filmed during the event, giving a unique op-
portunity to meet George G3ZQS and Bill G2AKK.  The details and some 
photographs are on page 51τdo try and watch the video. 
 
This Key Note is a little later than hoped, but on the positive side, the Au-
tumn edition will be arriving all the sooner!  Have fun with CW! 

MØRSE covered in the April 1991 Key Note 

http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssilver
https://loriman/keynotes.html
http://fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/Key%20Note%20April%201991.pdf
http://fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/Key%20Note%20November%20December%201991.pdf
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25th Anniversary Glassware Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
After the success of the 25th anniversary mugs offered during our Silver Jubilee 
year, I was asked to consider adding to the already abundant items available 
recognising our Silver Jubilee. 
 
After some thought, and looking for something that would enhance the collec-
tion available, I decided to commission some exclusive glassware. 

 
This Exclusive brandy 
glass is engraved with the 
society logo recognising 
our 25 years of existence. 
 
Personalised with your 
call-sign if required. 
 
Delivered in a lined 
presentation box. 
 

Dimensions: 
 
¶ 110mm/4.5" high 
¶ 85mm/3.5" diameter (approx.) at widest point 
 
 
And to compliment the brandy glass: 
 
This Exclusive whisky 
tumbler is engraved 
with the society logo 
also recognising our 25 
years of existence. 
 
Personalised with your 
call-sign if required. 
 
Delivered in a lined 
presentation box. 
 
Dimensions: 
 
¶ 90mm/3.75" (approx) high 
¶ 75mm/3" diameter 
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These items will be delivered in the presentation box, which in turn will be en-
cased in a strong mailing box. 
 
Presentation box measures 110x110x100mm. 
 
They have the logo and the words: 
 

"Silver Jubilee" 
 

"1987  25 YEARS  2012" 
 
engraved on each individual item. 
 
Each one will come with a numbered certificate. 
 
Thanks to the supplier, we can offer these at £6.99p each; for production costs 
to be kept at this price, we must place a minimum order of 25.  This means that 
we cannot guarantee a delivery date.  But rest assured that all who order will be 
kept informed of expected delivery. 
 
They can be personalised with your call-sign for an extra fee of £1.00p. 
 
Payments: 
The society can accept payment by personal cheque/postal order; drawn on a 
UK bank.  Or bank transfer to the society's account: 
 

Lloyds-TSB 
Account name: Fists 
Account number: 00948847 
Sort code: 30-14-51 

 
PLEASE make sure that you put your call-sign in the reference box adding the 
word "Glassware".  You must also fill in an application form.  (See page 8) 
Members from outside the UK:  Please contact me for further details. 
 
Postage and packaging (UK) costs are: 
 

Brandy Glass: £5.50p one unit: 
Whisky tumbler: £6.50p one unit: 
One set of both: £9.30p 

 
Images are for illustration purposes only. 
 
You can use the order form on the next page or go to fists.co.uk/glass25order 

to download and print the order form.  Orders must be received by the end 
of September 2012.  Any questions or enquiries to glassware@m0bpt.org.uk 

mailto:glassware@m0bpt.org.uk
http://fists.co.uk/glass25order
mailto:glassware@m0bpt.org.uk
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Postage and Packaging: 

Brandy Glass: £5.50p one unit: 
Whisky tumbler: £6.50p one unit: 
One set of both: £9.30p 

Orders must be received by 
30th September, 2012.  


