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QSL Manager: GOFRL. Bob Lowe
PO Box 190. BOLTON. BLI 4UL.
U.S. Rep: WZ8C. Ms. Nancy Kott.
5450 Diehl Rd., METAMORA, MI148455
PRO: G4YLB. J.A. Welsh
3 Minster Cresc, DARWEN, BB3 3PY
CONTEST MANAGER: GM4BAE
Northbrae, Brookfield Cresc, STRANRAER, DG9 QHY

Sunday QRS 0900 (loc) 3.575 2E0AJS
US 0100Z on 14058
Tues: GCOIPX/P 1930 ON 3.558 (+/-)
Wed: US Net 0100z on 14058

Thurs: QRS 1900 (loc) on 3575. 2E0AIJS
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 1 Smins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

UK Net Controls use GX0IPX/P

Up-dated listings may be obtained from HQ. Full or US listing
3 2nd class stamps, EU 2 stamps. No envelope necessary. Lapel
Badges,£1.50 incl. Fabric patches £2.50 incl. QSL Cards£5.00
per 100 or £8.00 per 200 (UK and EU pse add £1.00 for p/p. DX
members - on advice. Personalised stickers £1.00 per sheet (65),
max order 5 sheets.

SUBS: UK £5.00, EEC £6.00, Non-EEC EU, £7.00. Others
£10.00.

Your renewal date appears on the mailing label and your antici-
pation would be much appreciated.

GREETINGS
Hello people. I prepare this letter in an atmosphere of compara-
tive calm since lvy is languishing in an old manor house com-
plete with carved oak panelling as a couple of week respite care
for yours truly. Thoughts of a weeks casual rambling among the
delights of Eire are shelved because of the inappropriate timing.
However, I have managed to spend quite a bit of time on the air
so the opportunity has not been wasted. Hi.
During the SK week, the upper reaches of the 80 and 40m cw
allocation were alive with CQ FISTS and CQ SKW and al-
though there were the inevitable rusted up joints in evidence,
there was some really beautiful hand sent code which I am sure
will have offered encouragement to many would be Morse
enthusiasts. It was fortuitous that both these bands were in ex-
cellent condition for the bulk of the week which is more than I
can say for the HF bands. Oh there were signal there alright but
apert from mid range countries, most were bobbing up and
down in QSB like a cork in the sea.
The latter end of September has brought us the kind of weather
we were hoping for earlier in the summer. Almost as if the
season was just calling in to say goodbye.
I hope that by the time you are reading this, our own HQ web site
willbe upand running. This is being organised by Andy, GOJLX
who has some 10 to 15mb at his disposal and for the curious he
will be posting the Keynote for downloading from http://
www .olivenet.demon.co.uk/fists-hq/. Thankyou Andy, we have
needed this for some time now.

BUTTER FINGERS
Oh how embarrassing! I was recently refining a dBase routine
used for deletions and restorations and made a small error. The
result was that the whole database was stripped and, to add
insult to injury, the programme went on to do exactly the same
thing to my backup copies. Similarly the change of address to
a member who has moved to “Albion ???” (at least | remem-
bered that bit) was also irretrievably lost in the process. With
abject apologies, would the member concerned please update
me AGAIN. News letter to old address trusting it will be for-
warded. Now it seems | have been addressing Derek’s (GOIZW)
mail to an address in BRAINTYREE for some time now. The
post code makes this part of the address redundant of course but
if 1 'm go make a kok-up of this nature, perhaps BRAINYTREE
would have been a more fortuitous typo. Hi. The damage was
minimal because Bob’s copy of course was available and only
about one week out of date but the latter change of address was
not in hard copy and thus was not updateable. These days | am
rcal pedantic when it comes to keeping up the books/database
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but the odd bloomer does occur.

UFT NEWS
From F5NQL, updated info from Union Francaise
Telegraphistes.
Officers, year from 01 Aug, 1998:
Chairman F5JDB
Vice Chairman FSNQL
Sec F6DTU
Treasurer YL Jaqueline (REF member)
EUCW Coordinator FGENO
Awards F6DTU

Special Eventand CW Contest sponsored 1998 will commemo-
rate the 75th anniversary of the first two way Transatlantic CW
QSO (WIMO and F8AB) on 28 Nov 1923 with contacts be-
tween EU and USA/Canada. :

Date 28 Nov to 05 Dec 1998 on 160m 80m or both bands. Those
opting for both bands must provide ;proof of at least 2 QSOs per
band.

Each QSO is worth 1 point except for those made 28 Nov which
are valued at 2 points and QSOs made during the WWDX con-
test count.

Logs to FSNQL, 7 Rue de Bourgogne, F89470 Moneteau be-
fore 15 January 1999 detailing date, time, Call with a summary
sheet showing name, address, points claimed, SWL and Cat-
egory.

Computerised logs accepted per LOG-EQF, ASCIl and KI1EA.

Also, Society contest (last weekend before Christmas)and [60m
Contest (2nd weekend of Jan 1999). IRC for info to Maurice at
above address.

INFO REQUIRED
From Daniel, GMODIJI. I need the instruction manual fora scan-
ner SX200 vhf26-88 108-180 uhf380-5 14 maker Nissan Denshi
Co. Ltd. Maybe someone will be able to help me. I shall pay all
costs of photo-copying postage etc.

SHRINKING IONOSPHERE
Scientists at the British Antarctic Survey were the first to reveal
the hole in the ozone layer. Now they’ve got more disturbing
news.
For the last 38 years, in the icy deserts of the Southern hemi-
sphere, the British Antarctic Survey has been measuring the
ionosphere, the upper layer of the atmosphere which starts at
100 km above our heads and stretches for 600km. The ions-
sphere protects the earth from some of the sun’s most harmful
rays and is used to bounce radio waves around the world.
What the scientists have discovered is that it’s sinking towards
the earth.
Dr Martin Jarvis, is the physicist whose research has revealed
the worrying news “The 38 year sequences of data that we have
looked at show that the altitude of the ionosphere has slowly
decreased by about 0.2 kms a year so that over the total 38 years
it has fallen by 8 kms.”
That’s 5 miles closer to Earth and the falling ionosphere could
be a good indicator of climate change on earth, especially the
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