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19 Fairfield Rise, MERIDEN. CV7 7NP
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29 Hudson Rd., STEVENAGE, SG2 0ER
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SUBS
Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.
N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.
UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
LISTS
Call v Name/Number: Stamp
CLUB BADGES: £1.50
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NETS
Sunday 0930 & 1430 on 7029. GOIIK (GXO0IPX/P)
US 0100Z on 14058
Wednesday: US Newt 0100z on 14058
Thursday 2000 on 3550/7029 GOIIM(GX0IPX/P)
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins
us SAE.

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

LISTINGS and BADGES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ or WZ8C. For listings,
SAE plus current stamp. Badges,£1.50 or (via WZ8C) $3.50 US.

WOTTA YEAR
Greetings people. Sorry | am a wee bit adrift with this letter but
there is virtually no chance of despatching a December letterin
time to beat the ever lengthening postal deadline so it was
considered easier to combine November and December into
one letter.
The cost and chore of writing out over 1,000 cards leaves me
with little altemative than to wish you all a very memy Christmas
and the sincere wishes for your good health, wealth and happi-
ness for the coming year. If the growth we have experienced in
recent years is anything to go by then 1993 is gonnabe a helluva
year for yours truly. Mind you, we could sure do with some
improvement over 1992 which has seen the world plunge into a
recession of alarming depth. Over here in the UK, a virtual
devaluation of some 17% means higher import costs and the
bulk of the amateur kit here is imported so | reckon it must have
been a lean year for the dealers.
It was hoped to include an appraisal of the GW key but as of the
time of writing, the promised sample has not yet made an
appearance. This item sank into obscurity over the past few
years and the maker has beenrunto earth by thediligence of one
of our SWLs. From all accounts it's gonna be a good one so |
await the sample with interest.
On a personal level, | have managed to spend a little more time
on the air and it always gives me a kick to renew acguaintance
with halting and pedantic brass pounders who now retumn with
greatly increased confidence. | don't want to crow about it but as
far back as 1987 | was forecasting just this sort of movement to
some of my friends who did not share my confidence that the
club would have much effect. they be? Forty
metresis full of GO stations dislaying no smalldegree of dexterity
and a passion for Morse that is causing delighted noises from
hundreds of old timers and | do not even blush these days when
| claim that much of this enlightened attitude is due to the club.
My thanks to all of you for your continued support.
An unidentified station called me on 40m recently and com-
plained that | was on the QRP frequency so "QSY LID". | hate to
indulge in arguments on the bands but in the face of such
rudeness | could do little other than to point out that the QRP
segment starts at 7030 and that since | was on 7.02905 and had
been forthe past hour he would perhaps be better looking to the
accuracy of his frequency readout or attending to the bandpass
of his receiver - both for preference. | am a great supporter of
QRP and go to some painsto avoid their segment but as with our
situation on 14058, the frequency belongs to whoever opens it
when it is not in use. If 14058 is in use, | usually go LF to the
nearest clear frequency since going HF would mean sitting on
the edge or even inside the QRP segment.
Now that winter has set in and the usual crop of gales are
beginning to sweep across the country, the awkward brigade
awakens and embarks upon the antenna work that they vowed
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they would do last spring. Hi. No names no pack drill but at least
three of our members are reported to have been swinging from
the gutters or balancing on an unsupported ladderin the teeth of
40 knot breezes. Was it always thus or is this some sort of
modern phenomena? Talking of antennas, G3LNC who has
hitherto been restricted to QRP with-an indoor antennais about
to retire from the job of warden and is planning at least an
inverted vee at his new QTH. Be nice to hear you with a bit of
punch mate. Don't know how this is going to affect his other
interest in life butlike many other club members, he is something
of afitness freak and thinks little of a ten mile run or the odd haif
marathon.

In a QSO on 40m recently, | heard from GOBNS (you will
remember that he was having problems with the Subscription
Services in Bristol) and he tells me that he has now received no
less than three hand-written validation documents but still lacks
the official computer generated version. This is what you get
when you institute bankers orders | guess but it was noticed that
the validation forthe club licencewasreceived in alittle over one
week of posting the cheque. Wonder if they read the article in
Keynote?

I'm rambling again - shut up Geo and get on with the letter.

BEGINNERS NET
Ask and thou shalt receive. | have already had a couple of nice
offers to continue where Elaine left off but it was pointed out that
there is something about a net which is intimidating to the
beginner and that a format such as a QSO party would be
preferred. Since a number of members have expressed interest
in a slow speed net, they would doubtless appreciate this more
informal arrangement and for EU and the UK, | would like to
suggest 7.027 to 7.029 and 3.540 to 3.550. | will endeavour to

_make GX0IPX available periodically during the evenings either

direct from HQ or /P from interested parties. If those who
responded to the original request for a net would like to specify
a particularday and time segment then we will make the club call
available to you. If members would check these frequencies at
times convenient to themselves and perhaps cali CQ FISTS at
their own speed (or at about 15wpm forthe more able members)
a pattem will soon be established and you will all find it much
easier to dig out like minded members. As a matter of interest,
the preferred time slot appears to be between 1900 and 2200
and | wonder if this has anything to do with licensing hours? This
arrangement has the advantage that it does not tie any member
down to a specific frequency for a fixed period of time with the
possible disappointment of a negative response. One offer
came from G0JJQ and lvy, vetting the letters for me as normal,
remarked upon the good fortune that your parents did not decide
on the name of Matthew - keep your trigger finger working
Wayne. Hi. The idea of the QSO party came from t'other side of
the pond where, says John (WB9CIS) the format is used with
great success. | have been thinking in terms of some sort of a
ladder John and during the next fewweeks, we will be investigat-
ing the possibilities further.
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