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NETS
Sunday QRS 0900 (foc) 3.575 2E0AJS
US 0100Z on 14058
Tues: GCOIPX/P 1930 ON 3.558 (+/-)
Wed: US Net 0100z on 14058

Thurs: QRS 1900 (loc) on 3575. 2E0AJS
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

UK Net Controls use GX0IPX/P

Up-dated listings may be obtained from HQ. Please include 3
x 2nd class stamps to cover postage and material costs. No
envelope necessary. Lapel Badges,£1.50 incl. Fabric patches
£2.50 incl. QSL Cards £5.00 per 100 or £8.00 per 200 (UK and
EU pse add £1.00 for p/p. DX members - on advice. Personal-
ised stickers £1.00 per sheet (65), max order 5 sheets.

SUBS: UK £5.00, Europe, £7.00. Others £10.00.

"Your renewal date appears on the mailing label and your antici-
pation would be much appreciated.

GREETINGS
At long last, the weather is improving. Things are warming up
outthere on the bands too. There are periods on 20m which find
the band open to the middle and far east, West Coast US, East
Coast US and Africa but you have to pick your times because
they are short lived and rarely appear concurrently. Indeed, I
found a bunch of the US boys one evening on 20m shortly after
2000z but managed only a couple of at least 6 heard before the
baiid went pear shaped. 40m however is reverting to form with
a heck of a lot of UK and EU activity during the day. You can’t
please everyone of course and the US gang will be somewhat
disgruntled to find few out-of-state pickings where previously
they were working up to 1,000 miles. It does buck up towards
late evening though and I heard a few members having a field
day with transatlantic QSOs and even the odd JA moving the S-
meter. 80m has been good both during the day and evenings
though daytime activity is restricted but oh the noise level. This
is where I slap 12 or even 18 dB of attenuation in, drag the RF
gain down to near zero, kill the AGC and feel most grateful for
the versatility of the FT1000’s gadgets and gismos.
G3ZPF is something of a computer whizz kid and has kindly
restructured my logging programme to run within the Windows
GUI via the medium of Visual Basic. He sent me a CD with
everything necessary on it so if those of you who are running my
Ham log would like to give it a whirl, | am sure he would appre-
ciate some feedback. I only have the one CD however (they do
cost money so I wouldn’t expect David to go into mass produc-
tion) but if you drop me a line, the CD will be on its way to you
in the anticipation of a rapid turn round so that it can be sent to
someone else.
G4ZPY and his XYL are on their way to Hawaii again, this time
via Japan on 20th July. He doesn’t say ifhie will be QRV but you
never know.
No Dayton trip this year people. The money which usually gets
burned up on this event will help towards a computer update. I
determined this action shortly after returning from the last trip
because thus far I have not had an easy ride. 1997 I went via
Newark and spent 1 hour and forty minutes in line to get through
immigration control and indeed, have never managed itinmuch
less than an hour. It hits my pins something shocking and does
absolutely nothing to sweeten my demeanour. However, I know
we will have many members flying the flag for us so it matters
little.
How many | wonder are also addicted to those delightful televi-
sion programmes which bare the soul of the unwary to public
gaze? We recently saw a female news presenter describe a sy-
ringe as a “hyperdeemic nirdle” .

FISTS CW CLUB NEWSLETTER.

AWARDS
We have instituted new awards and the full list is as follows:

Century Award is for 100 Contacts.

Silver Award (we sought to establish a sort of half way stage
between the Century and Gold).
250 points. This is anew award and your Century points count.

Gold Award is for 500 points (Century + Silver + 150)
Platinum Award is for 100 Century Award holder contacts.
Diamond Award 1000 points. (Century + Silver+650).

250 Century Award (again a new one) is for 250 Century
Award holder contacts. Your Platinum points count towards
this award

500 Century Award is for 500 Century Award holder contacts
and of course, your Platinum and 250C points count.

We do of course keep a database of award holders but it will be
helpful if you remind us when claiming if previous awards are
to be taken into account for your claim. Hitherto, we have been
able to cover the cost of UK and EU awards but now they are
coming in thick and fast and the true cost of processing them is
beginning to tell. Whilst the US brigade are asked to subscribe
$5.00, I think it is proper that UK and EU members also share
the burden of the costs. Since the total is little short of £1.00
(certificate stock, hot foil medium, A4 envelope and stiffenzr)
and because recently Bob’s monthly stamp bill has been esca-
lating beyond the £250.00 assessed, I must ask that henceforth,
EU and UK members include £1.00. This may be in the form
of a cheque or the equivalent value in 2nd class stamps. I gain
stamps with listings also but they are always needed.

ODDS FROM THE US
Brian, W8BL, has instituted a QRQ net with a suggested entry
level of 30 wpm.
Mike, AH7R (FISTS 3225) reports that the Hawaii QSO party
turned out to be a howling success. Rig was a FT1000-MP and
antennas; 8-element monobanders, one steerable, one fixed on
USA and one fixed on JA. He even had the nerve to run the upper
two 8 ele yagis directed the the US and phased so it is hardly
surprising that he was doing good trade. Hi.
The *99 FISTS Novice Roundup (sponsored by the US FISTS)
attracted arecord involvement despite the absence of publicity.
The US gang are to be applauded for their ‘rescue’ of this event
and under their care, it will thrive where before it was demon-
strably failing to attract participants.
Also note that the Spring Sprint (again sponsored by the US
FISTS) runs from 1700Z to 2100Z on Sat., May 8. This is of
course a US oriented effort but doubtless will be of interest on
this side of the pond should condx be so favourable.
Nancy (no not that one - KC41YD, #4533) celebrates the birth
of her first child on Dec 20 - Carol Stephanie Hall, 7 Ib, 6 oz!
This little snippet was included in the NA MEMO and is a nice
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