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Sec: E. (Geo) Longden. G3ZQS. 119 Cemetery Rd., Darwen, Lancs. BB3 2LZ. 0254 703948 N

QSLMANAGER:GOFRL.Bob Lowe.
12 Cavenham Gr., BOLTON, Lancs. BL1 4UA
COMPUTERCITAPTER:G3UPA.MikeFoden.
19 Fairfield Rise, Meriden, COVENTRY. CV7 7NP
US REPRESENTATIVE: WZ8C, Mrs. Nancy Kott
5450 Dichl Rd., METAMORA, MI 48455.
PRO(EUCW)G3INA.Ron.G.Robinson.
136a High Rd., BEESTON, Notts. NG9 2LN
TREASURER:S.Grimc. GOFYI
Your renewal date now appears on the mailing label. I you wish to
anticipate this date then feel free to do so. The subs are as follows:
UK£5 EEC £6  Europe£7 .00 N.America £8.50.  Others £10
Full up-to-date lists of LZESTINGS
up-to-date lists of members are available from Q. They may be
CALL v NAME (sorted on prefis) or CALL v NUMBEQI’\ wlzic)lfl m:’%{ be
sorted either by prefix or number. You are requested to include a
current postage stamp to off-sct the cost of the laser printing together
with return postage. 156
NETS

Sundays 9.30 local and 14.30 local on 3550 or 7029 depende
conds. Control GOITK. Call GXOIDXID. 0 | ccpendent upon
Thursdays QRS 2000 local on 3550. Control GOIIM. Call GXOIPX/P.
Overscas: QRV .058 (HF BANDS) especially on the hour for 15 mins.

FLOWERSANDILUTTERBYS
Shortly after squirting out the April Newsletter, Tammy and 1
were in high ground. He was sniffing and I was gradually re-
turning to the world of the living when I was startled by a large
bumble bee rising in front of his nose. That’s a rum do. There
was still something of a nip in the air and all was mostly a mon-
otonous brown but today, the sun shines, the untended ground
in the Cemetery is saffron with dandelion and the cabbage
white is again abroad. Scon, the green fingered amongst y(:;u
will be engaged in the business of mowing lawns, !-:ccﬁ'f‘nsz the
weeds at bay and attending to chores which winter relieved us
of. Please spend a little time checking the bands between all this
activity. If your TV offers the same scintillating choice as does
mine then you will no doubt be making an appearance in the
evenings to cscape the intellectually devastating round of sit-
coms and 3rd. order re-runs. 7
e : MORSE

Well it’s all over now. It is so much a picee of history that I find
it no problem to send GXOIPX rather than MORSE. But what
a superb weekend. There were bags under the bags under my
eyes and sleep was something T gave way to with reluctance.
GIECC and his crew turned up on the Saturday prior to the
event and slung a G5RV between a couple of trees. Those of us
with no head for heights assembled on the evening of the 25th.
and indulged in a little impromptu furniture arranging. We put
out a couple of tentative calls to test the antenna and then
waited patiently for (he clock to show 2301z (for reasons ob-
vious only to themselves, the RSGB had allocated our period in
BST rather than g.m.t.). We opened on 20m and I set the rig to
14058 with a brief CQ. No takers. We couldn’t believe this. We
tried again. On the third CQ we got a response from a station
seemingly doubtful of our credentials which was followed by a
short string. Clearly we were expected down on 14020 and
when we did move there, the pile-up started with a vengeance.
From (hat point on, there was rarely a dull moment. We mus-
tered 11 operators in total and numerous helpers whose sup-
port was much appreciated. The sum total for the weekend was
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1535 but in view of the fact that for many it was their first taste
of a pile up it wasn’t bad. The log was inevitably swollen with
EU stations but this was interspersed with lots of tasty DX.
VK, ZL, JA, St. Kitts and Hong Kong were logged and, of
course, il must not be forgotten that some of the extreme
reaches of the U.S.S.R. also represent DX. The R.S.G.B. has
found a sponsor for the QSL cards and as soon as these
become available, the 50 or so FISTS members who worked us
will reccive theirs in the News Letter. We had one or two com-
ments concerning the difference in style of operating but you
will understand that some of our operators were new to the
pressures of pile-ups. As much as I disliked the idea, I operated
contest style (as requested by the RSGB) since to do otherwisc
would have been unfair on those where waiting.
THEBACKGROUND

When I first contacted the DTI regarding the possibility of the
call being issued, they sounded optimistic so Bill (G2AKK)
wrote to the RSGB formally requesting MORSE. The letter lay
on Davi¢ Evans’ desk for some two weeks whilst he was on
holiday (no one else it would seem was able to act in his ab-
sence) but on his return, it was but a few short days before
Bill’s phone rang with David Evans confirming that the call
had indeed been issued. "Can we use it when you have fin -
ished withit" he said to which Bill agreed. Two days later we
were to hear it in use. My first impulse was to castigate the
RSGB for a breach of confidence but it transpired that it was
the DTI who allocated the call to the Society; pointing out that
a call of such rarity should be circulated as widcly as possible.
We still feel rather sore at the fact that early MORSE activity
was restricted to the Greater London area and certain "privi-
leged clubs" but T leave you to formulate your own opinions.
We are now looking forward to the Arran Island trip with the
IJ call and plan more events for the future. Darwen will of
course be operating JOTA for those interested.

SPONSORS
The call for a sponsor for RW3AA resulted in a number of of-
fers. First was actually on-air and G4JRE has adopted Slav.
Others have been held (pending) and more E.Eu. members
have been invited. Each sponsor will be advised of the call of
the station they have adopted and (for my own convenicnee as
much as anything else) their renewal date will be adjusted to
coincide with their partner. 1 was delighted to receive an unex-
pected bonus from this because Slav, RW3AA turned out to be
the president of the UTC and I find I am now a member (Nr.
111). To say that I was chulfed would be an understatement
and I have no doubt that given the opportunity, many of these
stations would reciprocale in some way or other. The existence
of a Macdonalds in Moscow is doubtless the thin end of the
wedge but at least it is a start and, if the political climate con-
tinues on this (albeit shallow) slope, there could well come a
time when the various currencies would be acceptable. I live in
hope. In the meantime, the system detailed above causes me
but little extra work and il two or more members feel they
would like to support a nominated station, please select one of
your number to be responsible and it will be arranged. Alterna-
tively, individual members or groups may like to offer sponsor-
ship witliout a delinite nomination and in this case, their
charge will be the top of a growing pile of applications.
EXTRAS
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