International Morse Preservation Society
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Sec: E. (Geo) Longden, G3ZQS. 119 Cemetery Rd.
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QSI. Manager: GOFRL. Bob Lowe

PO Box 190. BOLTON. BL1 4UL.

U.S. Rep: WZS8C. Ms. Nancy Kott.

5450 Diehl Rd., METAMORA, MI48455
PRO: G4YLB. J.A. Welsh
3 Minster Cresc, DARWEN, BB3 3PY
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Packet: G3ZQS@GB7HVU. E-Mail: fistl @compuserve.com or morseman@airtime.co.uk

, DARWEN, BB3 2LZ, England. 01254-703948

NETS
Sunday QRS 0900 (loc) 3.575 2E0AJS
US 0100Z on 14058
Tues: GCOIPX/P 1930 ON 3.558 (+/-)
Wed: US Net 0100z on 14058

Thurs: QRS 1900 (loc) on 3575. 2E0AJS
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for |5mins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

UK Net Controls use GX0IPX/P

Up-dated listings may be obtained from HQ. SAE plus current
stamp. Lapel Badges,£1.50 incl. Fabric patches £2.50 incl.
QSL Cards £5.00 per 100 or £8.00 per 200 (UK and EU pse add
50p for p/p. DX members - on advice.

GREETINGS
It’s always happening. Whenever I switch on the rig and tune to
20m, I catch a watery signal from across the pond and we barely
make a QSO before the bottom drops out of the band. You
people value your DX conditions that much? I suggest you
grease my palm with some ale money and I’ll agree to stop off
the bands.
80m is beginning to get back to its old self. Well at least, “G”
stations are readable within the UK though much of the Euro-
pean stuffis still competitively strong. For some reason, despite
fair conditions, 40m seems to have run out of favour except for
a bunch of regulars but the band is still offering it’s usual span
of short skip to medium dx. If things keep going this way, we
may well find paths across the pond on 20 and 15 metres. Some
#embers report consistent medium to high signals coming in
from South America though despite turning the beam in that
direction, I am out of luck up here in the NW of England. The
rig is usually ticking over on 20m whilst I do other things and
itis surprising how many times ZL, VK and JA appearand a 549
signal from Barbados was a got-away because I couldn’t get
back to the rig in time.
I have some feelings of sympathy with those poor folks who are
bordering upon complete deafness but they seem to be more
numerous than I remember from earlier years. This becomes
apparent when something like one out of every five cars that
pass me on the road assaults my ears with very audible thumps
ofbass drums, the inevitable cacophony of tortured guitar strings
and the sound of some wailing youth whose narrative is lost in
the racket and this despite windows being firmly shut against
the weather. What it must sound like actually INSIDE the vehi-
cle is beyond my imagination.
Nancy, whose memory is clearly superior to my own, remem-
bered my birthday and chose to publish this in her N.A. Memo.
My thanks to all those kind peoplé who sent cards and e-mail
greetings. I confess that [ care little these days for marking yet
another year lost from my life but the sentiments were inescap-
able especially from KA8OQF who indicated that he would not
have sent the greeting card at all had he not got it for free. Hmm.

BEACONS N’ BAND PLANS

From G3XJ8 (G-QRP EMC to EUCW) info concerning the
beacon, DKOWCY to the EUCW. This has been transmitting
propagation data on approximately 3557.5KHz for the last two
years and is operated by DARC with the assumed approval of
the IARU being located on 80m as an addition to the main
(30M) frequency because of poor reception in Europe of
10144KHz. The presence of this beacon has caused problemsto -
many QRP cw operators particularly in November 1995 when
the beacon drifted onto 3559KHz.

Whilst I applaud the valuable information derived from it, | am
concerned that the beacon can present problems for QRP sta-
tions working at the LF end of the segment using basic or home
brewed receivers with poor selectivity. It also disturbs me that
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the beacon is located so deeply within the accepted CW segment
when more suitable frequencies are unused. I am a simplistic
soul who considers that it would surely be wiser to place bea-
cons at the extreme extents of the bands where they would serve
the dual purpose of providing the information they were in-
tended to do and also clearly designating where the band begins
and ends; 3501 and 3799 for instance.

G3XJS also points -out that-CW operators are becoming very
concerned about the intrusion by HF data operators into the cw
segments of both 40m and 20m. There seems little attempt on
their behalf to recognize Internationally agreed band plans or
even the CW QSOs that are in progress on frequencies which
they decide to use. There are many occasions when it is almost
impossible to conduct QSOs around 7030KHz or 14060 (there
is a persistent intruder.on 14057) because of the severe levels
of ORM from data transmissions, indeed there seems a con-
certed attempt by data transmission operators to take over fre-
quencies which fall well with the CW segments of the band.
Band plans are not mandatory but if we are all to live together
harmoniously on the bands, then there has to be broad agree-
ment on and acceptance of frequency allocations for different
modes on all bands. It is wrong for one minority interest group
to unilaterally adopt its own band plan at the expense of other
legitimate users.

MARITIME MOBILE NET

Further to Mick’s (LAOHA)plea for a cw Maritime plea for a
Maratime Mobile Net with log-in and register for yachts and
small vessels at sea, I learn from G4GJY that RNARS member
Bill, G4FRN has been running such a service on SSB for many
years. Call-in QRG is around 14.315 I understand but in view
of the number of small vessels who are able to carry little more
than a miniscule QRP cw rig, it would take little effort to dupli-
cate this service on 14.052 (the RNARS calling spot).

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following who joined us after the last update:

2823  DL1AVD Klaus» X'21824 MOAFJ Tim
2825  G3YRP lan »x2826 G4EYY Ray
2827  MOASU KarlX L2828 GOWAS  Alan
2829  GBMCE ’ Bobj¢ 22830 GM4UGB  Richard
2831 " "MOANL AndyXx" 2832 MOAKA Gordon
2833  OK1RP Petr = 2834 GOWUY  Alex
2835  GW4IUN Ron x 36 GORRF Peter

As you can see, our own growth rate is pretty fair but on the
otherside of the pond, itis phenomenal. The end result of all this
is that the bottiom line at the time of writing was 2075 which is
soon to be increased even further.

All this means much more work for Bob and myself and this is
further bolstered by the continuing run of vanity calls arriving
from the US contingent. As | mentioned last-month, the dam
burst within a few weeks of the option being offered and this
slowly tailed off to a river-and then to a stream. Just when we
think it has ceased altogether, someone else comes up .with
another call (we currently have W1CW and W3CW) and Brian,
N8IAG, opted for W8BL (his initials-being BL) and who is to
blame him when the option is there. Hi. We also have our own
variations as noted on a later page.
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