Hello again folks and this time with something
of a 'phew’Yes it’s all been happening here again and
for the past few weeks | have been in a state of
sublime chaos. The company has at last done the hon-
ourable thing and I am now a fully paid up member
of the “gentlemen of leisure” club though exactly - where
the word leisure fits in rather escapes me. Having re-
ceived the wherewithall the first investment was an
IBM-type computer which was rapidly becoming a
screaming necessity and 1 am currently awaiting de-
livery of an off-set press together with all the para-
phanalia needed to get it running and there is a slim
chance that it could be employed to print this letter,

Our John (G4FMN) will be doing a QSY short-
ly which means that we are now in need of a re-
placement for the QSL bureau manager. Volunteers
PLEASE because Ivy will be doing it on a tempor-
ary basis and no doubt giving me some earache in
the process. All that is required is some space (a spare
table perhaps) and a little time.

I am delighted to advise you that the latest
number (at the time of putting this page on disc) is
471 which puts us well in the league of popular clubs.
This is due entirely to your own enthusiasm - some
members are more active in promoting the club than
others - but with a whole raft of enquiries recently
received who said Morse was a dinasaur? In the face
of such evidence, even dear Edwina would think again
before making such a pronouncment. Hi

The way we are going on, | am soon gonna
need a new strawberry basket. This one is in danger
of spilling over onto the deck. so with apologies for
those letters for which we have insufficient space, here
goes.

The first to hand comes on the classiest loo
paper 1 have ever seen and the first glance caused
some apprehension since it emanated from the Ham-
pshire Constabulary. T’was only our Paul (GOFUS) to
advise me that they are now in receipt of an official
club callsign for the above namely GOLAW - what a
pity they couldn’t have got GOFUZ - and it has al-
ready had it's first airing (APR 07) but it is hoped
that many of you will have the opportunity of waork-
ing this call in the near future Keep up the good
work Paul and perhaps we may get a few more blue-
serge members. Paul thinks it would be nice to see
some adverts from you all - well, | mentioned before
that the newsletter is open to your sales, wants and
swaps so please don’t be backward in coming forward!

Do [ detect a note of contention with the cer-
tificates? Some feel inclined to disagree with the foot-
note but Jack (G3WP) is all in agreement with the
sentiment and adopts the straight key whenever he is
idling below 20wpm. Don’t let him fool you - Jack
can “motor”- if he feels so inclined on his trusty el
keyer but like Jack, I love to “cruise® on the pump.
He has some ripe words about contests (think most of
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you do) but he played with 3 watts in the recent
ARRL and is grateful to a lonely VE station who had
the honesty to report 559. Apart from that, he may
just as well have been running a kilowatt judging from
the reports, One recent report received by Jack was
from a “G* station on 10m who proffered 509, OK so
Jack wasn’t exactly pinning the needle but 509 means
“I am getting perfect copy but I do not hear you®...
When a station fails to lift the meter off the stop,
Jack usually reports 549 or perhaps 449 if it is any-
thing but 100% copy but it is that first digit that
counts - the one in the middle is usually redundant,
Wonder what | should report sometimes because I ha-
bitually work with the AGC disabled and thus no S-
meter readings. Jack is a little suspicious about the
“Student ticket. Is it perhaps a way of boosting the
RSGB membership? Could be Jack but if it produces
the same enthusiastic cw. operators that one hears from
the States then it must be an improvement on the
current trend to up-grade from a class “B“ and use
the key as a paper-weight. He is not alone in having
problems with Woody or that odd “creeper” which
makes such a bog-up of 14050/14055 to say nothing of
the insufferable lid who delights in slapping a carrier
on 14052 whenever he hears some-one call “CQ
RNARS“ He comments on a brief encountr with Angie
Uother week which stretched across 1o 1 hour 10 mins,
Gas-bag!

KAYIFF (Esther) complains of a loud silence
from FISTS members on the HF bands according to
Ron G4OAY - well at least she has managed to work
him. Hi

VE3BPUA. Helen, will get that Century Cert off
to you as soon as possible. Sure you will appreciate
that things here have been a little bit too hectic but
I'm getting round to a bit of spare time now. May
even find time to get on the bands again soon just as
soon as | get my Ham Radio/Logging programme trans-
ferred to the new box of trix,

GOAXE like so many takes every opportunity to
promote cw. on the air and expresses his satisfaction
at the growth curve of the club, As he points out,
when the chips are down, Morse is the only form of

communication available. Yes this happened in two wars.—

Mike. the country drew with gratitude from the ranks
of Radio Amateurs. Heaven forbid they should need to
do so again.

The Post Office excelled itself when it deliverd
the cert and bumph to Sam (GAOHX). He returned it
to me as he received it and I must say it resembled
something which had been through a pulping mill
Hope the replacement was OK Stan,

I note with some relief a change in the weather,
The postage stamp size wilderness which we delude
ourselves into calling a garden is going to need my
attention soon so what with all the other items which
are keeping me busy, the staff at 119 could be in






